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THE ASSEMBLY AND SYNOD.

From being ansious to give ns much as
pusaible in ono iesue of the report of the
proceedings of the Presbyterian Chureh
Courts, which have been holding their
mostings at Ottawa, during the past week,
wo have omitted cditorials and miscel-
Ianoous itoms. It wiil be very gratifying to
all our roaders to see how the difliculties
connected with Union have been got over,
end how thore is every prospect of tho
much discussed Union Leing consumrmated
within na very short tune.and without any
gocession in any of the bodies concerned.

THE UNION FINALLY AGREED TO.

We are surc that all our readers will be
rojoiced to know that the nogotiatrons for
Union have at last arrived at a successful
and most harmonious issue. Lo allappear-
ance, thero will not be oven a singlo recu-
sont. Those who wero at one timo most
opposed lhave been brought wonderfully
round by tho charges wlich have been
made in tho basis and accompanying reso-
lutions. The now preamble, in which the
doctrino of the Headship is clearly and un-
mistakeably set forth, has been unanimous-
1y and enthusiastically adopted, both by
the ‘ Kirk® Synod and the C. . Assembly 3 \
while the Fourth fArticle of the Basis has
boon left ont, and the spirit of it put into
one of the accompanying resolutions. The
course which matters have taken is all the
more gratifying that it was, by many, not
oxpected. Thero rempins now scarcely
anything more to bo done but the settle-
ment of a fow minor details and the passing
of tho necessary logislation for holding the
Church property under the nawnameo which
the United Church may assume. We say
tkis, though, tho cunsent of the Churclies
in the Lower Provinces is still to be rveceiv-
od ; for theso have always been anxious for
Union, and nonc of the objections have
been started by them, so that no duficulty
is to bo anticipated from their action in re-
foreuce ic tho somewhat modified terms
which will now be submitted to their con-
sideration and decision.

I%K SYHOD.

Saturday, 6th June.

The Synod met at 10 o'clock a.m., and
after devotionnl oxercises resumed thie de-
bate on Tnion.

Dr. Jenkins, of Montreal, spoke strongly
in favor of union, and conctuued by aftim-
ing, that if, after four years of negot:ation,
this Church was {o recede from thie final
step, it would be hell up to the reprobation
of every religious body in Canada.

At 10.45 tho debats was adjourned, in
order to recetvo the General Assembly ot
the Canada Presbyterian Chureh, and some

the Synod at the Conference. At 11.15 the
Genoral Assembly, headed by its Moder-
ator, arrived. Aftor all wero seuted, Mr.
Croil, elder, was called to preside. After
thauking the mecting for domg him the
honor, the Chanman then calied on the
Reov. Dr. Tayior, of Montreal, to lead i
prayer.

Dr. Topp then explained the changes that
bad been proposed m the Assembiy, and
read the now preamble, which is to tho toi-
lowing eficct :

¢ The Preshytexion Church of Canada in
comnection with the Church of Scotiand.
the Canada Presbyterian Church, the Pres.
bytenan Chureh of the Maritime Provinces
ia connection with the Church of Scotland,
and the Presbyterian Church of the Lower
Provincce, holdixg the same doctrinal gos-
ernment and dixcipline, believing that it
would be for the glory of God and the ad-
wvancement of the cause of Christ that they
ghould be united, and thus form one Pres-
bytexian Chuich for the Domimion, inde
pendent of all other Churches in 1ts juris
diction and under authority to Christ alone
tho heal of His Church, and held over ail
things to the Church, agree {o unite on the
following basis, to Lo subscribed to by the
Moderators of the respoctive Churchios in
their name and on their Lehalf,”

Ha said that he had every reason to be-
Jievo that thizs wouid be recerved unaut-
mously, or aimost s0, by the Uanada Pres-
byternisn Church, and with the tlnooe first
articles i the basis would be regarded as
sufficlent ground of union,

Dr. Cook oxpressed Ins yreat gratification
at living sosce that day, whenauion scemed
80 ocrtain,

It was then agreed that the twe bodies
ehould-first discuss tlie propositivns separ-

The Preaching of Ohuist, & Caasd of Re
Joleing.

A SERMON PREACHEQ AT THE OPENING OF TItE
¢, 5 ASSUMBLY ON THS SECOND O JUNE,
1574, By REYV, WM. REXDR, TORONTO,

RETTHING MODERATOR, :

avar

» TWhat then ? Not.
withstanding every way, whether in pro-
tenee or m wuth, Chiist is preachod, snd I
thetom do rejorce, yes, and will yejorce, -
At tho time when Panl wroto this Xopistle ho
was & pusoner at Lome, m bonds for the
go pel of tho Loid Jusus Cariot, But he
was not ashaned of his bonds ; nor did the
cruel persecution to which he was subjeetod
break down las spuit, or make him swerve
11 the Jewst degreo from his fmithinl adber
ehce to the Saviour in whom he trusted.
He counted not his life dear unto himself.
Iio was willing that his Lord and Master
shonld bo magnitied in him, whethor by
lifo or by death. As to himsslf his bonds
only soxved to bind bim more closely to the
S. viour, tu decpen his love to IIim.‘zmd to
strengthen las 1eselution to serve Him. In
regard to others, tho bonds of the Apostle
produced difforent and opposite oflects.
Some, when thoy saw Ius steadfastness
amudst lus sufferngs, and the cowfort and
gupport 8o abundauatly voucksafed to him
by the Master whom ko served, were en-
couraged, aud ewboldened to be still more
resoiuto in preaching the gospel of the grace
ot God, and 1 testitying for Jesus, Lhero
were otuers, of a more selfish disposition,
whu finding the Apostle now withdiawn
from tho pusition wiuch he had occupied, &
postun of anflaence and nctivity in the
Clurch vt Clizist, were desirous of taking
the oppurtumty of advancing their own in-
terests and promoting their own glay, But
cven thoy could hope to obtain iufluence
anu positwn in ny other way than by setling
fortlt «he greut truths of the gospel, preach-
ing Christ, Thus it was that in various
ways snd thiough different influencos, the
sufferngs of the Apostle, although intended
by his persecutors for evil, were ovorruled
for good, and fell out xather for the furthor-
ance of tuo gospel; and the Apostle culmly
lovhing at the result could say * What
then ? Nutwithstanding every way, &o.”

Phalippians 1 aviki.

Let us, fHirvst, look for a feww moments at
these words ns used by tho Apostio with
reference to lus own circumstances at the
time, and afterwards consder some of the
lossons which they are fitted to teach ux.
Aund may God bless us in the consmderation
of His word, and may Ilo grant that we
may have more and more ot tho spmt of
tho Apostle and be foliowers of lnm as he
was of Chnst.

I. Let us, then, briefly consider the words
before us as originally used by Paul. *What
thon? &e.” The Apostle with all his burn-
ing zeal, and with all his conseeration to
the service of the Saviour, wag not an aus-
tere, unfeeting man. IHe had a generous,
joyous, svmpathetic nature, & large loving
heart. I rehgion was not one of gicom
but of sunehine. Ile had no doubt lus
confliets, he tells us of them n lus wilings,
but peace aund joy in believing specially
eharacterized his Chnistian life. Xven whoean
the sufferings of Christ abounded m him,
Iig consolation also abounded by Chrst. It
would be ea~y to multiply proofs of this.
At au earner period of lis mmistry we find
him in the prison at PLilippe with Silas
singing piaises unto God in the nulst of
the cruel indignities and suffering to which
ho was subjected. And hexe again, after a
protracted confinemont m prison, and when
as appears fiom soveral expreserons m the
Epistle, his confinement was becoming
moie rigorous, we iind him not brooding
over lus sufferings, not smking wmto de-
spunleney, but presenting the evidences of
a cal, happy, joyous state of mind. In
the face of mauy discouragenents and f
gevere sufferings, and not knowing what
things shoula befal him, we find i de
clming—*" And I therem do rejoice, yes,
and will rejorce.” The Apostle, no doubt
rejoiced m the experience of the love of
Gred snd of Iis Son Jesus Chnist, in the
knowlodge of Jus own personal mterest 1n
Christ, i the assurance that Chirist was
s with all Ins precious blessings, and
that neither lito nor death couid sepatate
inm from Cbrist Jesus lus Lord. May we
ail nve m the knowledge of God as our 1e-
conciled God and Fatlier, in the expeaiience
of the luve of Jesus, and in tho fellowshnp
and comfort of the Holy Spint, and thenno
matter what our suflerings or tivubles may
be, thie y:y of the Lord wiil be our strength.

Bat the joy of the Apostle in the cucum
statces 1n winel ko was placed, was ocea-
sioned, or at least greatly enhanced by the
consideration that m so many ways, not-
withstandimg Ius own bouds, the knowledge
ot Christ was spread abroad, that “mmevary
way, whether . pretence orn truthi, Chirist
was preached.” He could not himself now
preach Chnist,—at least ho cuuld do so to o
very limuded mumbei.  Of cvurse Lis would
no. §be < lerdt f Lio had but one to whu tu
sprak of Chnst.  And we know that, even
ia prison, the mumstry of Paul was not
fraitless. But he could not agwhen he was
as hiberty, go where he could, proclaimng
the name aud the salvation of Jesus, Lt
he ycjoiced wlien it was done by otheis,
Thore wae no selfishness mn the Apoxtie’s
hoart. It was so full of love,—love to Christ
und love to the souls of men,~that there
wis o rooin for such feclings as selfishness
or Jealousy. Ie could rejoice when the good
wuik was done, although Lis hand hiad nuth-
mg to & with it. He could even rejoica
when the wank was done by those who wore
jealons of him, and sought to exalt them-
selves at hus expense.  When even by them
Christ was preached, when the great facts
connceted with Mis life and death, Tls ro-
suarrectr n and ascenrion, were made known,
when the mfinite value of His sacrifice, His
powor and Hiswillingness to save even unto
the uttermnst all who came unto God by
Him, ware set_forth, the Apostle rejuiced,
kuowing that, in whatever way those truths
might be made known, the Rpirit of Gogd
was ablo to bless them for the salvation of
men. This was tho charactor and style of
8 Apoatle’s « wn preaching. We find,
indeed, great vanety in the subjects sot
forth in his Epistles and in the discourses
which avo recorded in the Acts of the Apos.
tles. o did not by any means continuaily
dwsll on the suns topio. Dut Ohrist was
nover Jong out of his view, or-rather hie was

sover out nf his view ot all.  This waz
his detormination~ond we luow how
well ke camied it out—te koow
nothing but Jesus Cist and Ilin erueitiod.
Mo Iis vyo the plorions rays of the Sen of
rightconruess lightcd up every abject wl'xlcl}’
Jio boheld. To him * to hve wus Christ,
e Lind oxporienced tho power of the gos

¢l Christ was to the Apostla himeddf all
in ull, and he wa- constramed tu preach
Christ to others, bolicving us ho did, that
through tho nppiicutlon of the Spirit, Chriet
was tho pawer of God, and the wirdom of
God unto saleation, The Apostle thus re-
jored when others, even thoso who were
moved by envy and strife, preached Christ.
Ho did st rejoico on acecnnt of tha dispa.
sition and temper wh. I they oxhibite &
Ho did not approve of their state of mind.
Bnt belioving that the doctrines which thoy
preached wero tho truth of (God. which the
sSpmt of God could own and bless by whom-
soover mado kuoown or in whatsoover way
gpraad abroad he vejoiced, trasting that the
weed of the Kingdom, oven thus scattered,
would take root i some hearts and yields
fruit nuto life oternal.

II. Batlet us proces
1o leszons which woe may
words bofore us i—

1. Tirat wb observe that one very impor-
tant lesson which theso words may teach
us is that the preachiug which we should
aim at, and the preachng which should
give us joy by whomsoever 1t is prac.hsed.
is the preaching of Chust. Paul was'filied
with joy when Christ was preached, oven
although by those whe had mno Jove
to hunself persomally. At a very carly
periol of the histmy ol the chuteh we find
that there was a téndeacy to dopart from
the stmphety of the guspel. Paul and Johu,
and Peter, gmive earnest warnmgs ugainst
false tenchers and falso dootrine.  The sim-
plo trnth was coon marred by the additions
of men, and by the speculations of philoso-
phy, falsely so-called. And from the Apos-
telie period down to the presout day the
enme tendency has been exhibited,—a ten-
dency to substitute sometlung clse for the
simplo gospol of our Lord Jesu» Clinst,—to
kesp back, or to modify and dilute the
great and glorious truths which it was the
object of Paul and the other Apostles to
make known., Thero 1s the same tendency
m our own day. It is with heartfelt-grati-
tude to God that wo can declare with all
sinconity our behef that i no portion of the
chureh is the gospel set forih more fully and
faithiully than m our own chutch.  Bub it
15 sad to think in howinany ways in our
own and in other lands the gospelis marred,

1 to notice” same of
deduce from th-

and Christ kept out of - view, a.mI
the way of sahation through fuih
m Hun lost sght of ur unly

dimly and uncertainly indicated. In one
quarter ordinances, anl rites and ecremo-
mies are dwelt upon tu the saclusion of im
who nlone 1s the way and the trath and the
life. In another quarter, the grand funda-
mental doctrintes of God s word, the neces-
sity of an atonement, the propitiary charac-
ter of tho death of Jesus, as woll as his
diviaity are boldly demed, and the Bible
itself treated as wholly or in a greab mea-
rure o baok of fables. By others we find
the language of the word ot God still used,
tho terms of ortliodox theology employed,
pethaps also the forms of sound words
whicht have cono down to ue from our
Fatiers, not opeuly impugned, while after
all the substanze 18 rejected. ‘The sign is
1otamed while the thing signified is lost
sight of. ‘The casket is proserved as some-
thiug venerable, while thie precious jowels
Liave been ¢ast away or at any rate are un-
dervalued and neglected. Whilo we listen
tu o1 1ead the cloguent disquisitions in
whueh seme of this class mndulge, are we not
sometimes conelrained to ery out ¢ They
have taken away my Lord, and 1 know not
where they havs loid Him.”

Again, by otliers there may be no actual
negaton of the great truths of the gospel.
Many things may Le fruly sct forth in re-
pard to Clrict. while there 15 apparently
hittle or no desire or aim to set forth Chnst
imself, and to bring lost, helpless sinners
mto contact with a hiving, loving, all-power-
tul baviour, Lhey may be sand to preach
about Christ, ratlier than to preaca Chnst
Himself.

Tn enntrast with this, let it be our great
desire and aim to preach Christ to stoners,
and mnvite and plead with themn to come to
Hun. To set lnm withie His character of
Emanuel, God with us, to preach Chust as
the great Prophet, Priest, and King of His
Church, 28 the ever-hving and ever-loving
Saviour, wio s able to rave unto the very
uttermosat wil wito come unto God by Hum,
whose blood still cleanseth from all sin, who
to His people 1s the same yestarday, to-day
and for ever, who is, by is Spurit, ever
present with Hus church and people, and
will be with them oven unto tho end of the
world, and who will at last appear the
second time without sm uato salvativn to
gathier His redecmed ones unto Himself,
that where e 1s, there they may be also,
It is not of courre mecant that the same
round of doctrines, the sane cirele of nuths
should be, Sabbath after Sabbath, set {orth
that there should be no variety i the pro-
viston made for the flock. The weli-m-
atrueted serbo will find, and wiil bring forth
out of the treasury of the word, tumgs new
and oll. But the great fundamentaltruths
of the Gospel, the great fucts of the Chris-
tian kystet, the sm and guilt of men, the
death, resmirection and ascension of Christ,
s power and willingnoss to save, should,
1n some connection or other be brought for-
ward m every address to siaful men. An
eminently useful minister of the gospel
lately ealled to Ius rest, says: ** Whew 1re-
flect that sczrcely & Sabbath passes, in
whieh there sre not in the house of God
one or more who are there for the last time,
and hearing for the last timo the announce-
ment of Gods purpuses to men, I do feel
that there 1s not a Sabbath in which it does
not become the uiinisters of Christ to speak
to simners of Chnst's salvation. They are
not, indeed, to use always tho same lan-
gunge or to liave recourso perpetually to
the sawe argumcuts aud illustrations, but
utill tho same great truth must substanticlly

_bo pressed upon the notico of mankind—

that it Is a}fnith{ul saying, and worthy of all
necepintion, that Christ Jesus haseamo into
the world to save sinners.” Other kinds of
proacinng may eniertsin the fancy, may
flatter tho self-love, may oven stimulate and
improve the intellects of thé hearers, But
it is the prénching of Christ whiclris in ne.

{
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cordnnee with the tenth of Gods Weid,
whicli plonfiea tha Savionr, and whieh,
through tiw apulication of the Spirt, proves
offertual for the salvation of arners, Ibis
tlus whiely, by the blessing ol the _Spuit. ia
renlly tho power of God anid the wisdona of
(lod unto salvation,

9. If wa have tho spiritfand the mind of
the apostle, we chall rojoico when thu‘goapal
ix presched not only in conneetion with our
own Cnurel, bt 1o others.  Wo da not de-
ferud divisions fa the Church of Christ upon
eartl.  But ofl who truly believe m the
Savivur, snd who heartily love H‘nm, are
really one in Christ, and one body in im.
They are all banuhes in tho_oue Hving
vino, 'Phevo 78 thus real union wmmoby
Chintisn~—umty which 15 not affected by
outwamd differences.

Wa stote this eaphatically, because there
is 2 tondency to think nnd penk of extornal
union as identienl with, or uecessarly in.
volying real Christian wnity. But wo have
ouly to look at tho state of some of the
Jrehes around Ws, fo see that thero may
be cutward union without any real unity,
either of doctrine, or of feeling and atfcotion,
el it wonld bo delightful to have outward
and visible union pmong those wwho aro fol-
lowers of the samo Liord.  Winlo we beliove
these outward separations have in many
onases been over-ruled for good, and that'tlm
present state of the Chutely, divided into
different sections, is not an unmiszed evil,
atill we do rejoice in looking forward to a
time whon even outwardly God's
poopte shall bo one. DBut that state of
things nas not yet come, and as yeb e
have different sections of the Chureh, separ-
ated 1n some respects from each other, but
all working for the advancement of the
kingdom, and the promotion of the glory of
their corumon Master and head.  Naow, we
say that we may loarn from the exaroplo of
Paul to rejoice, not only when Chnst is
preached, and is work is done by our-
slves, bub also when this is accowplished
by others. The harvest field is wide, and
tliore is room for many hands of reapers,
The enemies of the Lord, and of is truth
are many as well as lively, and in the battle
field many different hosts, or rather many
difieront battalions of the same host may be
engaged, without encountering each plhor.
If ouly the woik is done—if only, in the
vorkk in which we are ongaged, strongholds
ave taken—if only in the Lerd’s precious
field, the wheat is gathered unto the garner,
we may rejoice, with no feeling of jealousy,
and with no mutual provocation except ot
love and good works.

Tt is scarcely necessary to say that it is
oniy when Chirist is preachied, when the
grand fundamental truths of the gospel are
fiold ond seb furth that we can vejeies Tf
these ate compromised, if the truth as it is
111 Jesus 18 not set forth, it would be spuri-
otis chanity to rejuee. The belned dis-
ciple, with all lus love and charity, eould
not say God_speod to thoso who did not
abudo 1n the ductineof Chirist.  Dufforences
on subordivate powts there may be, foi,
while ail truth s important, all truth
js nct equally important. But Chrs
tian charily can only rejoico in  the
trath. It was only when Christ was
preached that Pau! could say, and I thereis
do 1cjoiee, yei, aud will rejorce. Bat when
the duetrines of grace me set forth, when
the gloricus guspal of the blessed God is
proclnimed, when Christ is  presched,
although by those who do not belong to our
section of the Chereh, or who do not recog-
nzo the samo order, if wa are like-minded
with Paul, we shall rejoice, belioving that,
Ly whowisoever sown, the good seed shall
sut yieid frut.

8. We may say too that the m..owo have
of the spirit of the apostle, the more shall
we rejoico on account of any sp_ociul pro
press in the Lord's word, sny special revival
of religion, wheresoevor the same may take
place, and by whatever agents. "When the
Church i Jerusalom had heard of the good
work 1 Antioch, they sent forth Barnabas
that ho might go and see how the wurk
really prospered. When lie had reachicd
the place and had seen the grace of Gud he
was glad and did what hie could to lelp on
the good work.  Itis cur puividege at tle
present day to hear froia vatcits guaiters,
some more remoie, aud oMo Muro pear at
hand, of gracious vutpuanngs of ke Spnit,
of awakeniuys mure or less eateasive, and
if e have such interest in the Lord's waik
as Paul had, we shall rejoice  nor shall we
be too ready {o  condemn auy tlung
out of thoe way of the ordinary
routmoe of means. It is {rue God
is not the God of cunfusion, but of
order! o ace nottv underiulae the vrdn-
ary mean- of grace, nor do anvthing that
might tend to lead pecple to undervalue
them. But if Christ is mdacd prenchied, if
ginners arve aroused, if souls aro caved, if
Christians are quickened aud benefited, we
shall rejuice even althongh moeans aud agen-
cies may hiave Leen ¢ Lploy ed beyond those
used at ovdinuy times, provided that they
are Seriptural. At times when copious
shawers fal!, the watere mav vot only fill
and perhaps alter s hittle the Jower eban-
ne's, but M soma eases, mny open new
channels in addition to the old, which
snfliced i1 ordmary titaes. So in times of
reli,acus rovival, spiritual life may be deve-
loped 1n new mudes, and the energies ot
new-bori soule flow ont info new channels,
But if the work 15 rcally of Gad, we should
re) 1ce that Chrnist is set taith, and that
souls aro saved.

4. Wo moy make a closer application of
thess words, and gather leszons of a moro
personal kund. Tt maybe that one minister
or one labourer in the gospel vineyard is
mu-h more successful m his work than
another, One may be called to occupy a
prowminent and unportant position, while
another labours on m obscwiity. One may
have crowds waiting on s mnistry, winle
tirat of another attracts but few, Onemay
reeeive applause and adimration, winle an-
othor is berely tolerated. One may be pri-
vileged to gather in a good harvest, while
another appears (o ta have but few -sheaves
as the fruit of lus Islom. Or agam, the
sorvant of Chriat, who has laboured lung
and saccessfully in his Master's cause,-as
lus vigour decreases and Ins strongth nbates,
may soe .thers gradually stepping into the
position he has occupied, and, gaining the
influence which he has wiclded. In all
such caser, if wo bave tho spiris of Paul,
and the mind that was in. Chxist,-we shall
not nurinur, or fret, or repind; but, suhor.

dih uing relf o the glory of the Masler and’

the advaneement of Iis anuss; rojoic, if
ordy hls work is donve, aud hix henowr i

roroted, wnd souls are bronght o the
Enmlnlqa of his salvation. Woe do net
menn that we pro to have ne longings of
soul for extensive usofulnors, that wo are
coldly to aequivsco in want of succers jin
tlse preat work of the Gospolinistry, How
eornently did Punl long for the salvation of
goutz; ltow did he wrestle In prayer, aud
and traval in bivth titl Christ should Lo
formed in thoss to whom he preached.
But it should not be for cur own mcdit o
glory that weghould be nmbitioas of succecs,
We shonld have no jealonsy of others whore
siteecss may bo greator than our own. §f
wo ouraclves ave mfluenced by true love
and devoiedne-s to the Savien, and me
really scekmg to aduvnes Iis canse, we
may rest assured  that  our  labounr
shislt not be in vain m the Lord, *“In dup
time we shall roep af we fuint 2ob.” Lot yg
meko the glory of the Redcomer our great
ang, and then we may fafely leave all ye.
sults in His hand; aed € our position
should bo an infexior one, if oven we our-
aelves bo as nothing, let us still vejoico if
Ho is oxalted, and His work is dona and
His Kungdom oatended. You remombor the
spirit und the words of our Lord’s fore-
rauner © This my joy therefore is fulfilleq,
Ie must inciease, hut must Qe
orcasze.”  Some of you no doubt have
read 1w the life of that enmunent mnis-
ter, Mr. James Durliam, who hved in tho
17th century, an incwdent which ilustrates
the powt wiich we have been neticiog,
On a cortam day he and Mr. Andrew Gray,
a brother mumster, a young man al the
tume, were walking together on their way
to thetr respectise Chacches, Mr. Durham
geemg many througing rue the Chureh
1 which Mr. Gray wus tu prcach, aud but
hore nnd there oue dropping into the
Chureh whore Ito Juwsolt was to preach,
gaad to A, Gray, ** Drother, 1 perceive
you are like to have a througed Chweh to-
day." o tlustemark Mi. Giay rephed
* truly, tuey aro fouls to leave you and como
tome.” * Not so dear Brother " said Mr,
Durham, * for a vuwster cai receive no
such honour aud succoss in Lis ministry,
cxeapt it be given hum from heaven, 1
rojorco that Christ is preached and that His
kingdowmn and interests are gamming ground,
and that 18 honour and esteem doth n.
croase, though my esteein in prople’s hearls
shonld decrease sud be demunished, for I
am content to be anytiung, so that Chrimst
may be ail 1z all.”

5. 1n theeaso beforeus the Apostlo iefers
to some who were preaciung Christ from
no pure motives, fromn no Christian spit,
but m o spint of contontion and
envy. and with a view to vex or injure
nmselt.  lven 1 tina case he re-
jotced that Chust wasg preached. If s
poxsible for us to conceive of & similar
thing bemg dene, although we should
always be slow to Judyo of the notives of
men, cven if their achons seem to speak
pretty pluinly,  But of wo should even beo
placed m cireumstances at all similar to
those of the Apostle. wo should still, like
Jum, rejorce if Chrast is really preached if
the truth is set forth. We may griove at
the spirit imdicated, as no doubt Paul did,
while he rejoiced at the work done, God's
grace 15 ommpotent and sovercigu, sud ¢an
wark by very unhkely wcans. He can and
Ire may bless the word preached by one who
15 not inflvenced by tho truth atself. As
an old writer says,—some times the traveller
ready to perish has been guded to the
fountain by the cry of some foul beast of
prey, and souls may be brought to Christ

y the truth spoken by one who does not
himself know the Savier. But although this
may bom thesovereigmty of God’s grace.
1t 15 not His usual way of working. Paul
while herejoiced when Christ was preached
even by these men, dud 1o, regard tho stato
of mind of ke preachier as an ununportant

thing. e appenls again nndagain saying to

lus own sincerity of heart and his own cousis-

, teney flife, and from many passagesin the

 Word of God we learn tho necessity of tho
preachier realizing in hi. own soul the hnth
and power of theGospel which he preached to

i othexs, so vhat ho shall Lo enabled 10 speak
that wiich he knows and testafy that which

| Ito Inmsclf hath expertenced, 1t is from the

{ fulness of our hearts that we a1¢ to speak,

i and not merely asif we were repeating o

| les-on or gotny through o task. Yo shall

{ generaily tind that thoressa correspondence

between the state of mnd of tho preacher

and tho ctivet of Ins preacking * zo we
preach ond so yo beiteved,” It is when
the truth comes from the deop convictions
and expetisuces of vur own hearts, thatit

18, by tha blessing of God, most likely to

cume hiemo *n the heaits of tho hearers. It

18 when we ourselves aie feeding on the

Indden muama that we aro toost likely to

bo owned and blessed of Gou in fecding

the flack commtted to our cave. Lot us
then ook well to our own hearts, let ns
scek to have our souls fed from day to day
if we would feed others. When wo read
the word of God, let us not Lo all the time
thinking what we may get to say to others,
but scck fir-t of all to have it brought home
to ourselven. When wa shake the pre
cious fimt from the tiee, leb it not be

mercly thnt others may zather it up ; b

let us see that 1t fall cspectally into our owdt

{ lap that we may eat 1t and find 1t o Le the

+Joy aud rjuieing of our Liearts,

i riends and brethien there aro lessous
fur 3ou too, thero is instruction for you here
also. If tho great wok of ministers {0

| preach Chriat, then he ia to you all in alk

'The knowledge of Chriss is the one ibing

’ needful. The end of & Gospel ministry, the
great thing to be nimed at insermons 15 noé

. to entertain, or gratify, or Hatter you, 13°t

I to amuse you, or even to give youan bl
t-llectual freat. It is that Clnist may be
fuund i you, 1t is that you be reconeilel

{ unto God. Be not mmpatent under the
preaching of the Gospel. Turn not awa¥
fiom the prenching of Christ ns from #
lmcknoyoll subject. If you have notew:

{ braced” Hun, receive Yum now a8 yoor
Saviour, your all inall, If you Lave e

. ceaved Hun, seck to Lve as Living Epistles
of Clinst, showug forth the prauses of Him
who hath called you out of darknoessiu

t hight.,  Andinay the Lord grant that whal:

y over be our pusition in tho Clmreh wo may
boe all working for Jesus, living nol unio
ourselves but unio Mim, and rojoicing

| secing: His Kingdom advancing, -aad It

| look ng forward to the time when Heo 1Bt

byeigy from: hoe-9 en and.from chéw W
shore, Amen,




