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''Whh *el aîî o iti.lintstbe nattzri"
t.-l.hiiuaedl Peter Masac&qrol onie iîtorn-
ing. mininî" lis polislait munten-
lance tarotigli the pnrlly, olienedi dam',
whIaio hiantle ltt iind, inis'eMlY
turned nftt'r a liglit knnck.

.joaint Iviihoîv moiaed llis pale face te
hiauduc lit lits fricnd énslcieuasly WVutl
Lue favoraln l" niortiiiialîi"s for perfect
iïolaioi wiuieIita pou young mn in
a largo City eC1 s, 1i.cuutbast et
haut uae frienci, or even îîcqîîaintance,
andt that euie ivas NoueraI. Butt thiS
morîaing WViliewv bail receiveii a se-
vera sliock. Everytbing tipon lits
Iicaîvily mndci îvrltng.tablie bal licon
innvi'dfraam lis nccustcnecd place over-

niglut. lniscrtpt, iaewsp)alers.boka,
und1 bIaunk paper . mwere ail neatly sep-
arated. aind pilcit in oniiorly aialilon
ulanit the lircaditnaluegany, But las
the Yaig writer îvha contrallcd ahi
tii maiteritîl dlii net believe in super-
ficial c.der ini regard !e it, l'ut ii 1t10
order whlich., fer de.cp tilkers, uit-
dcrios thae nedlcy of o cemposing
deslc, lie cotil hardhy lic accused et
liaî'ing si-t tuhe fala te rugluts witli lifi
own liands. I lue question wns, liati
Nasarol net loto huis wvrltlng room
enrly in theaoanrniog. niad ii the fuai-
lice of tliot lainir fr vhuicli ha was
iiotcd, laikon tapon bluaiisci! te pay a
practical jokte ii til ferai? But as
Nisseroi stocxl nt tue doer hia lcokcd
s') eîutirehy intncenit and gocit-naturcit

in."
"hlava yoîa any malady ta day?-

cralu!ps for iiisticel?" nbkeit Peter,
coaning in1 slowly, andi taîking a br
ais if lic I)egcîl its pardon for tle
hibaerty. 'rhis wua more lateht funt on
hais part, for lis giuYety leapeit andl
iliicered altcrnatcly like th flanie et
aie uctril lire. now îanstippresscd and
again suîhduaci as i hoînl. lis briglît
e3-cs. ratlicr preaninent, obscrved rest-
lc.;.iy hue enderhy wrîting parapher-
lialiaî, and Ille Pletinofhis friendt
1l'iloî's wluolc -tgire, whiicli was
gtrongly autlincd, bh th t front a
large îî'iiidow an anc sie cf bum.

"-Yuî aie alivnys bere beforo 1 arn
laite aw ake," suid W'iluw slîcmtiy.

iluit wita aimtore gentic gliuce. lie
nas ii-ttirally thue s'ery sonI cf hiosi

tallt?.
Peter strokedl lis cham I,"'' Luiers

luokeit ait ntia tue greot window,
andi back agnin at the table. lie mod
Wiliow's thouehts, nad ramarlicd,
",Tle jnatr-

'lit w'asn't thea janiter! ' cricîl W~il-
haîv hagng lis tiain witbe fist uîpon
t licle anriy. " oe lo a
tu conta into biais ronm butouanc
Nvcck. onu tlienlIstzanîl over lim. lie
wvoitd liai tiare to put inytlaing in
orieronmthlis table auiy more thonif
iL is coecred 'iitli flot lava. "Be-
s'iils, tik is net ail."'

*Net ail?" epetedNasscrolwith
a shirt.

%V ilow ro)se, ade a sliglat motion,
wliichtiniiucecd Nazsserol te risc aIse,
îîîîd îvuat ovCT t tbe inrkem sida cf
the ronm. Over the dlock standing
un tuec iinnotalpiece, was flung n rienh
lace luandkecclicf, IL was ana wbicia
thec youiiî w riter hou bouglît for its
cxquiiltc delipacï, et teo uîease. of
t-oursc, of censi cralle com!ort, but
IL NN.as like him lie po=ssýe.d thec large
liirted recîclessn cas cf a laiîoly

Asng Nasscamol's oe restaittir-
ou> ti dainty abject, a tbousanti fant-
clos hurrici t irougi lais mind. lie
transfcrrcd bis gaze ta lié friend's
inca witht blrd-iike samutiny, whieli
sccineil ta sec nothuing ln particuar,
buttla inwattferit.

WialW reaclicd eut, net vtry
eteadily, snd liftedtheim etlicreal cev-
cr'îng fram bhc clock's5 face Eu

s1prang lîsck, bisq lips paricd. Tho
lituds <'If Ille c'lock bail l'cu reniovc.d.

, Naem ):** lio orteil, ht.kin lits
fi tendl roiî.gily Iipon tUicecheqt witu h
hack of *ai liand. -how dare.vou

"Iexelailine Nansserol, ii aston'
Wihnent, color nuit vîvaclly fishing
hliq faîce.

-You mnust plny your mnerry t ricks
UPOn a le-s loncly mnn,' said %Viilew
bittc'ly 'Il nui in no mood to licar
t1îcm."4

l"¶ien yaui tink I caille lin liera
over Iniglit liait tnuchcd things up
aitl around, (In too"aked Peter, bce.

inning te Quitte ro .juibIy. .M îa
I ~vas so n slccp, 1 assu1re

Thec yauing ivriter stood looking nt
flmn stcrîily, wth fils lamaIs tipon bis
blls.

"IVho diii fi, tliinY"
"Ille Janitor-or-1 don't know.'

Nasscrol iooked ait the litinalkaorcliîuf,
liangii nt Williows' sida front lits
bond. TLe latter beld si lip, 011(1thcii

sppeu till tabletnd ilropped iL

1b bonglit ILiyscîf for niyself," lie
said. 110 lanif sr. tipon thic tabla rs if
exhinîstod.

11 have donc with timfl. bave I?"
lie queuried sadly. ''B1ut 1 nover liait
an), yonth wortiî spenklng of, so I
8%1 Ipose 1 11xuat tac votIier ld' 1%y titis
thnte. A pretty dry story mine. i.qt
boru !itoa cîrcus i roupe, nuit thon an
obscure iiterary latin1. 1 mnîlt as
wcll bava dfone wvith tinte. Sec 1~
pen turcd, in lis shcath, nzlyiok
upon My unfinishced page, as iC-ivere
a) ready dcad 1"

Xasscrol snnk it a cliair, and as-
3uifld nu expression cf aytpotby
îvbiclî was gonuine.

"I have always borne the tini'.piccc
a grudg-c, %W*Ilow -vent on, luis full
lips curviug satlly. "Ilt citlier ins
uircd out too anucli cf life. according
te onc 111cii1 or struck my bours owny
tac mercilcssly, alccordinig te nother.
But £tient IL is like n corpso."I

Willow's visitor interruptedl with a
L'cep gran. Thon ho siid. -I amn
pcrsuaded, John, you aire indulging ini
Instalments cf opium. Listea to tic
words cf motlicr..ond lanike those in.
stallanents beautlfully less, or I shall
have my darling boy lit cf braL.à foyer
on My bonds,,"

'"You coul Me a mnisanthr:ope nad aIl
tlitt" continued the Young writer,
" but voit know vcry well ~1 hiava no
Icans for "ong ie scciety. Yeu do

jnôt kncw bowinîuch syanpatly I bava
for the world about me.bow v ery

jkinci of intercat wvbich the warld feels
*-the ambition, the joy cf succoas, the
loveo-scema ta gildo pnst me, or aven
thrauch me, ols if I were a gliost. I
amn se bunian, se lonely, so buried,
tlot 1 amn lountcd, Nasserl-baunt-
cdi" le cevered bis face witb bis
hands. siumdoed, and mon lis fingers
up througli bis dirk hair.

"By Jove!" niiuttercd Nassomol, and
beat bis tac with bis cane.

"IT Suppose you are just playing up.
on me as you would upan an aid nausi.
cal Instrument," sald Wihiow. "l31y
jangling notes amuse yoin, and arc nie
datilt sufilicntly ridîculous te Mokac
it worth yourw~hile."I

They lookcd at eaeb otbcr for half
a dozen breatlis. Thon Nasserol
calmly rcplicd: "Do yen tbink 1
coutl corne tbrougýh tbe keybolc,Jobn?
even if I wisbo te Ma egmi, ef
your don liera? The pla.,f utcantal,
ma), pms tiamigli the cye ef a needie,
but 1 sbonld flot attempt it-"I

«%'illow wnIked. aw.ay t.o'ard the,
wviidow. "It is as if I wcro a vvabtc.
of snowv," lic sald, "«freczlng te deatia,
slow] y losing My Instinct cf self-prcs*
ervation, sud soon te be buried for-
ever in tlîis îînîtterabla sînglenesi."

-'Oà, now 1 îinderstand tbese tre.
anondoui, blues botter." ajaculated
Nasserol, ~IL is tlsýt XLas Qmrame ii.
fasWation. asain."l
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"That la my graateaL catus a( des-
cr'ttion, ccrtaitily." sotd W'illcw. 'I1

lae r, and sa la as îannpproacbablo
as the sky. Namaral, If yen weuld
oiuly na ka lier nequnlîîtaucel You
nrô se Inuelu lia Society liant I shotild
aliink, wlth soutie effort, voit miglat
ncet lier. Thon yeti coulti intmodîico
me intolber famiiy."

«"Yen m1lht os weli talk, of the
Qucil ef l3bcba!" cricd liasserol, an-
grily, or as ongrlly as tua mnst genial
'mon ln tlîe worldI coutl. Mise <U. cma's
foilîer-they arc aIl alika, tbeso rida
ntiercliits. Tiacir dauîghtcrs miust
manrry toilows Matin of gahd te the
very teetia. Go luito tbe country, yen
moîla about the caundle, wi*lî 3'allr oaa
gain of gol uut. ?lîrry sanie vil-

Jolinu WiIIuw jlanced liev'a
tbrougih tha higli w udw, wiv a wau
a pîctidmesque cite, crossed ivitli fan.
tastie (rmociles of tant and opiening
deîvi the centre like a French case.
aiont; for the reonul lîd orlginaily
been constmucted for a studio,

1 IIoiv Yeu aiwnys gaze at thoso
wvatts opipositel" said Nasserol. 11e
lookced quita stern and displcascd. as
lic addrcsscdl the foliewing question
ta W'liIew's btck- "Do yen ever se
lier nt Iliose w(indows?"

The ctller diii net nnswcr.
".If any one wnnts ta kcnow a good

'May ta fait ini loeo" Nassemi went on,
tryinz tae omîsole blin.celf for a dis.
ogrecaîble tlioiglit iil a dasli cf lii.
]anitoer, 111'il giva film a lotter cf lu-
tzoductlon te the amnent Professor
Johin Willow, Feliow of Venus Col-
loge, and Master ai Atatary Arts.
Yau wiil tell tbo novice to pick eut
semae oxquisite girl ta lic mect daily au
the promenade, nd thon te moka tbe
mostaf uttcrly bopelass conditions."

"IYau are vcry facotiaus," asscntedl
%Vlloîv, wuith a slîrug; ef bis shoul.
ders, still staring eut of the 'wlndow.
Ilc nowv saw i figure at oe of thasa
-alcress the intcrvening enclosure.

"'one af the must exciting diver-
sions uit -'our coîhoga course," con-
tinucd liasserol, "la the purcbaslng,
nt tbecexpenso of dinner for the day,
a bunch of passion flowers lika tliose
I fouînd Yoeu glonting over theaoethor
evening. But I must bce gaing te

"lily passion Ia boyond thiies hiinier.
a)is alluasions and attacks." said XVil.
low turiling. ",I could wish the al
nman 1 know andi came fer in this ciy
tiat is tasay ytimcre anora ilter-
osted lu niy most vital cancerns."

"I'm nfraid I'm nat streng Qnougli;
. suier f rom a mialaria cf the sym.
pataies,"* replîcd Nasserol, pursing Up
ilismoutli; and saying"<omo.
in," bie departcd.

"llow can It bca Nassorol who bas
dona this tbing?" thougli WIilaow, hlI
sand. He sat down before bis un-
fin'isbed p'tga cf inanuscript, and thon
raîpid ty changed bis positton te anc
full of florcencas, as if ready te sprini

tpnsm invisible bcbng, wliom ha

imoino teMI ibc canfranting hlm. "If
cold only loy bonds tipon Vaut" lie

growlcd. in the decp halaw tonus et
a tremblizog dog prcparing te lcap for-
ward. "Pceraecter and demon, wbo
bas comae te me Whoiu MY courage bas
raabd a buman ardor, and rcmind
me btat a ourse lias stamped me for
its owni 1 wish 1. coîald tearyu
11mb tramt limbi But," boandcd
theugbtfully.,"eau it lia t at my
straagely sepluded lita and lntrovete
nusinga bave rcndcmed me susceptible
te the visita ot ghosts-disenbadied
spirits-and tbant thelr communica-
tiens tînci a idium in niY fading
vxtaity and thin-spun mental ini-
agnings? Ca» tbey came noer te
li1e Uirougbi me, au unwittig ana-
dinni, and aven teuCh and maya whot
isqreilin theirmnad stran e~a

Thies suppositions cooied~Ylo'
ager, nt wic miscliCN'0us Interférenice
of Sante lauman fcllow-lieing as affect-
uahly as if a 801rit fromt Steo unseen
worli bad in frot loaid a Chllwug band

u
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upion lis aiaoulîler sarcostically rc-
provlng hlm.

la wont augain te the clitîrch-iiko
windaw, nnd laid bis burnhi fera-
liesit aginst the cool pane. Thu gray
]ICI; witbicu mode lis àrRy OyOs
strange It was, tbouglît lie. tIait, ai.
raady supprossod bY peverty niadit-
beritcd obscurlty, ho must bo erurlhei
dewn SURl fuirtlier wîîli a persecution
wblch be couid anly explain by thie
dcadly mane et spirltualism.

IL was bccausa lits reeni Was lMa
block cf buildings 'which ndjoincd at
an ongle %ho ool nwhlch, lii Graemee
lived tiat tie Young mnaa nover cliag-
ait bis abode fer muanier (lqtors.

le cauld samotimes o bier ln an
attitude cf unedltation ait tae window,
la centroat ta te Swift encounter Up.
an the Street. wbîch came mcî'a tre-
qucntiy, ami.%r the tuae full enloy-
ment of bs lita. Unie u iret Selon
ltas Ura"emo c yar befora, cnarglng

froîn a flerBL's âhop wlh a frée
lundi of violets ai bier. e frogrant. s0
fuit cf thea beautiuut pale bloenis, Lhl.
lie -wcndercd If abo would aver necit
flcwcrshigain ItL i ebard te liilva
that beautiful tbings will posa eayi
lie le,. il tlie girl w i th e tntenslty cf

al whvolly undvided iatorest. 11is
literary Wark clustemeit about tliougibs
or lier, as becs about a gardon. Soine-
Lirnas lia had tournd lier eyea ffltlui;
tapon lilir witli a growlng respoasive-
nosm, a responsivelless s0 etherealthat
it brought ber ne acarer te bis Ihie,
but c-nableit bîm te undertanit lier
lite witli a touch cf reahity.

Wita set lins snd stormy. tîauglits
ho 00w tumned bock to bis uneccalînt-
alily invadeit choanher, and braving
the uneasines whilà lia faIt, bc en-
dcnorcdt te pursue bis wovrk.

iliut night be 5pent~li watcbing,
laut "'lii ne disturlIgnca or discovcry.
T'£f-. next niglît le ain watcbed,
falling aaieep witi tae tabla for a pi.
loîv. li d Lite botird niglit decideit
te gîve bis eoculiar intimate anather
chance, le slept dee ly. In the
morning ha aweke teribly fatiguc4-
terribly fatigucit. .&nxiaty and un-
accuisfined heurs et rost bail given
bis slep o poisonel tacavinesa. le
draggedt bînseif eagemly, andt tetru'lly
te tae cumiain wrleh shut off bis
sleeping olcova tram Ilia rest eft hie
rooni. Could ho believo bis oves?
111e invisible giest lad mode tho best
of bis oppartunity.

Confusion Insteail et order bad tbis

ntitccable amcng tae iebris wcra the
unhingeit aidesoet tiis lofty wiudcw,
which apened, as bas beau said, par.
p end icularly. They sbood phantoni.
lke against the table, betweeWilieîv
and tlie gra liglat withcut. Ad
upen the waDew'lU, taken from tae
open licartia lai uncouÛla jcsting, hung
tha iron firc.tender,Ubnt nariy doubla
by unusual forcie-porbap8 th'a lasL
fcat et Willow's glio.st or spit. bacfama
iL dissolvaitinto ibe conge'aal atinos-
phare of the carly dawn.

Ne ona saw Ilia youlng wvriter Ibat
day. At tlic tirst rush et barrer le
lay sensaloo upon te floor, and thon,
receverin)g, shrank into the darkcst
depths et bis roem in utter despair.
Several kucaka nt lits do -r, 'wbica
summened 1dm te admit bath Nas.
scrol and Lheias iItr, wore lika dreaime
cf seund ta lia. leiad-dnot reapnd
aven by o mevament cf his eyellds.
At vcnlng as lie felt bockin bis

char i thpreseneo f tbogaping
window, overceme by fmsting and cx
alternent, but prepaïbeitLe ramse hlm.-
self ta tita attak oftany co 'who
shouhit enter te torment bita, ho mur.
murad: "0 iovcl. giarl, o laek, atolcb
ot yaums migiat kit Lit demon in mei"
Thon ha slept. Betore bis' slee-ping
formla y a etter *hÎcla le hait wriL-
tea dlaringI the dlay.

Nassere] hadtbecomo mucaalarîoIt'
fer bis trient. Bis lnability te muse
WllIoy gaya hlm fiucrasang aicty.
Tho attfroo of t4c neM 4ay bc de.


