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heon-robbed of u part of their livesand
went shouting tihrough the streets
“Give us baock our eleven days.”

In a word, Russin’s standard of time
measurement is tos long and her cul-
endar, therefore, is falling behind that
of other countries whose standard is
approximately accurate. The situa-
{ion becomes more inconvenient s
Russin’s business relations with other
nations, expand, and it 18 not. surpris-
ing that several departments of the
Government have at lust declared in
favor of adopting the Gregorian calen-
dar. This is the direct result of the
agitation that was started by the
scientific socleties of Russia, which, in
November, 1891, agreed to keep (he
idea of veforming the calendar hefore
the cou ¥, to endeavor to win for it
the support of the educated classes
and to popularize it. This was the
opening wedge, and the long campaign
agdinst an unsoientific standard of
time imeasurements appears to be
neating 2 suctessful end.

In the discussion of the past few
yenis educated Russians have freely
admitted that their calendar is errone-
ous, but they have also auserted that
the Gregorian calendar is not perfect.
The great -difficulty in the way bas
béen: the Church. It was easy for the
Catholio world to adopt the new cal-
endar, becausse it was ordered by the
Pope. Bit the Greek Church in each
country is prdctically autonomous, and
and it has shown little disposition to
give up the Julian calendar, in accord-
ance with which the dates for sacred
days and festivals have been design-
ated for centuries, There was little
hope of winning the support of the
Church authrrities, buvt if the in-
fluential and educated people of Russia
became practically agreed upon the
necessity of reform it was believed
that the Czar would exercise big pre-
rogative -and substitute the new for
the old system. This is the end for
which the scientific men or Russia have
been striving, and the fact that they
have won the support of the Foreign
Office and the Departments of Inter-
ior and Finance shows that they, have
reason to hope for success,

Japan s enlarged acquaintance with
other nations, due to the remarkable
growth of her foreign commerce, ex-
plains the increased outflow:. of popu-
lation to some other parisof the world.
The people are learning of the ways
of living and the rates of wages in
other countries, and many find in them
inducement sufficient to tempt them
from their crowded islands. A small
pari. of these emigrants represent the
interests of Japanese manufacturers
and merchants abroad, but most of
them are wnge-earners, who command
only five to fifteen cents a day at
ordinary Jabor at home mills, uand
seek something better elsewhere. 1or
a number of years, therefore, there has
been a small but steady emigration to
the coast of Asia from Viadivostock
to Singapore, to the sugar plantations
of Hawaii, to' tha new coloninl posses-
sion of Formosa, to the towns and mines

of British Colurabia. to the pearlshell

fisheries of Queensland, and to the
trealy ports and capital of Korea.
Hawan, Korea, nnd  Pormosa absorh

the larger part f the emigrants, who
now number ahowr 70,000, The largest
colony in Americu is in San Francisce
and its neighborfiwod, where there nre
about 5,900 Japanese.

The Japanese have been a stay-at-
home people, and theretis no reason
to believe that emigration will hecome
a marked tendency of the population.
Excepl in Formaesa and 'Koren there is
really no inducment for orvdinary
workmen to leave Japan. Their ser-
vices are nol needed, and in some ie-
gions where they have gone they are
not welcome. Skilled artisans are in
great demand in Jupan and their wages
are increasiug. (Chere are not cnough
of them to-day to fill the places pre-
pared for them by Jupan's remarkable
development in manufucturing en-
terp=ises. About 20,000 Japanese are
settled in the Korean peninsula, and
there is ronm for many others in that
rich region, where the density of popu-
lation is only one-fourth that of Japan;
and there are niso ‘great opportunities
for the Japanese among the half-
civilized Malayans and comparatively
few Chiness of the new colony of
Formosa. But outside of the Asian
world, whose needs she will contribute
fargely to supply, ana where Japans
influence is growing, there is no pros-
pect that her emigration will become
very important.
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THE BUDDHIST BIBLE.
a—
It fx Spread Over Loven Hundred Stabs of
White Marble,

In 1857 Mindon-min, King of Bur-
mal, erccted a monument near Manda-
lay called the Kutho-daw. ‘There he
built 700 temples, in each of which
there ts n slab of white marble. Upon
these 709 slabs is engraved the whole
of the Huddhist Bible—a vast litera-
ture in itself, equal to about six copies
uof the Holy Scriptures.

The inarble Bible is engraved in the
Pali language, thought to be that spok-
en by Buddha himself 500 B.C. Photo-
graphs of some of the imscriptions
have reached England, and Prof. Max
Mueller, perhaps the greatest linguist
in all the world, bas examined them.
But alas! for all his humuan ingenuity
and perseverence. If his Majesty
Mindon-min thought to perpetuate thae
teachings of the grest Buddak by caus-
ing them to be graven on the rock he
nourished a vain ambition.

This is certainly the largest knowan
copy of any portion of literature. Even
the National Encyclopedia in China, in
5,000 volumes, occupies a comparatively
small space. To reach the other end
of the limits of the printers’ art we
need only remember the *“Smallest
Bible in the World,” and the diamond
edition of Catullus, Tibullus acd Pro-
pertius. .

To engrave the Bible of Buddba on
the marble slabs in the temple of
Kutho-daw must havs cost many thous-
ands of dollurs, but these sermons ip
stone are easily out-classed by a copy
of the New Testament, which, beauti-
fully printed, can be bought for 25
cents, and if carefully cherished will
last many generations.

THE NEW CLOTH.

Cloth i3 now being made successfully
from wood, and is said to be as flexi-
ble, soft, durable and susceptible to
dyes as other fabrics,

TRUOTH.

MONUMZNT TO RORERT BURNS.
—
roposed (o be Ereeted tn Torouto some
‘Tune Neat Year,

Subseription books ate now opehed,
ane are being cheerfully and liberally
signed by loyal and enthusiastic tovers
of Burns—m ‘Toronto and elsewhere—
to ruisc funds for the erection of %
bandsome and artistic Monument in
Faronte in honot of Scotland's darling
poet—Robert Buvns, This will be
the first monument, but not the lust,
to Scoutia's Bard in Canada. It is con-
fidently expected that the Monument
wtll be erected before the close of the
present century—that s, noext year,
1900 :~

“A Mopument to Buins we'll rasse{”
Toronto Scots have said,—

Young Canada’s first Cairn of pruise,
T Scotland’s honor'd dead!”

1.6t grateful hearts and willing hands,
Pay tribute to his name,

‘ill svon within Toronto stands,
His Monument of fame]

One Hundred years since Burns died,
Ana hundreds more may roli,

sStilt shall he be Auld Scotia’s pride,
Higl. on her hogor’d scroll;

His songs have won the human heart
Wherever shines the sun—

Grear High-Priest of poetic art,
‘Thy work wuat nobly donel

‘The; say that thou art dead—not so?
True poets never diel

But on and on tbeir measures flow,
Ag boundless as the sky!

Glad songs of Hope, and Lave,

Truth,

Shal. never know decay—

Burney lives in an eternal youth,
While empires pass away.

and

His sungs of Hope huve cheer’d the
¢ glave.
Or many n dark domain.
Glad echoes roll from wave to wave,
Ano bids them break their chain!
“*Man's inhumanity to man
Mukes countless thousands mourn!”
Bu 2~ taught the Brotherhood of Man,
The tyrant laugh'd to scorn!

His songs of Love are sung to-day
On every foreign shore,
And shall with human hearts hold

sway,
Tit. time shatl be no mare*
Their dove-nntes mild can soothe &
child,
Or play the lover’'s part,
In court or coitage—love beguiled—
They woo and win the heart!

His songs of ‘I'ruth all creeds uphold—
“A man's a man for a’ tbat}”

An lLonest man’s as good as gold,
An' nane cun yet misca’ that!

He had his faults, and so have we,
His virtues let us cherish ;

Bis songs are sung from sea to Sea—
Burns' name shall never perish?

Torouto, Can. —~JOHN IMRIE.

Contributions of Ove Dollar and up-~
wards may be sent to the Secrelary
ot The Burns' Monument Committee,
and which will be quly acknowledged
by return mail.  All cheques or Post
Office Orders, should be made payable
to “The Burus’ Monument Fund,” care
of the Secretary, William Campbell,
McKinnon Building. Melinda street,
Toronto, Onl.

A HUSBAND'S VILLAINOUS
GESTION.

Here’s an awful thing in this p:
snid Mrs. Henpeck, n!xngt butglnggxsz{
West binding and gagging a woman
while her husband stood by without
offering the slightest assistance.
returned Henpeck; but then maybe he
thought they were capable of doing it
unaided.

SUG-

AN ACROBATIC BURGLAR.

I8 Vietims Never Know Whether (0 Laugh
or Cry.

“How do sou do it{"” asked the sxam-
ining magistrate, curiously, as he was
questioning a prisoner who had been
hrought to him, says the London Tele-
graph. The man, delighted at having
u fresh opportunity to display his
skill, treated the official to a little
lecture by way of preface, and then,
suiting the action to the word, climb-
ed up the walls of the ohamber in
which they had been seated together
alone, jumped down from the highest
points which he could reach, bounded
over chairs and tables, and was en-
gaged in turning a raagnificent som-
ersauit when the municipal guards
stationed in the passage outside dart-
ed into the rescue, under the impres.
sion, derived from the noise and con-
fusion, that the worthy judge d'in-
struction was being murdered out-

right, The police had had their work
cut out for them in the capturo of this
queer individual, who, not satisfied
with bhis earnings in the triple role of
i clown, a “Hercule,” and a professor
of gymnastics — as he styled himsclf
proudly — had utilized his athletic
prowess in a series of extraordinary
burglarfes, over which his ualucky
victims had not exactly known wlheth-
er to laugh or to cry, o comical wes
the manuer in which they were per-
patrated.

. Thus, on one vocasion a respectable
citizen and his wife, well endowed
with this world‘s goods, were aroused
from their slumbers in the amall
bours of the riorning to behold asha-
dowy phantom stealing softly about
heir room. The ghost, however, sud-
denly' recalled its substantial reality
Ly seizing the lady’s jewelry, which
was lyiag about, as well assome of her
husband's banknotes, whioh were also
in convenient preximity to the trin-
kets, and when a move was made inits
direqnop the window was opened, and
out it jumped, sustaining no burt as
it alighted on the pavement. On an-
other occasion a balcony had been
scaled with like felonous purpose.

Sumetimes thi: odd burglar descend-
ed from a roof or a chimney on to his
prey.  Sometimes, again, he called
street lamps into requisition, and
swung himself into open windows with
their assistance. On the eventful day
of the capture no less than fifteen
policemen bad been posted round the
house which he had entered unbid-
den while some of their comrades pro-
ceeded in search of bim, Finding that
he was about to be caught on the sec-
ond stary fromi the ground, the man
treated his pursuers to a mooking
langh, and, jumping outofone of the
windows would have escaped but for
the fact that he had reckoned without
his hosts, and 8o alighted in the midat
of a group of agents of the law, who
had to handouff and bind him forth-
with, as he would inevitably have slip-
ped from their grasp.

Such is the strange individual in
whose mode of operation the examin-
ing magistrate exhibited so much in-
terest, Speoial measures have to be
taken for retaining him in oustody.
Careful watch and ward are kept
round his cell, in the passages, and in
the street, as there is no saying what
odd form bis remarkable activity may
g:‘txg:;‘sisuﬁxe, x:gd nfot‘ivi that they have

m e officials fully i
to hold him fast. Is fully ‘intend

CHINESE MORGUE.

In the Chinese morgue, in San Fran-
oisco, one of the strange sights is =
gumb%r ott life-size dolls, which are
urned, to accompany the corpse
their servants to theyuexto world, s e

e, At p——




