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Q THE MONTREAL Q
BOOK TRADE

HILE the Fall trade has been rather slow in
opening up there s still & fair showing, and
booksellers are tooking forward to the hohday
and Winter hook business with cvery antici-
pation of & successful season. Christmas

Books have begun to make their appearance. Al dentlers nre
making prepasations for the holiday trade.
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O the gift bouks there are hkely to be none more suitable
or more heautiful than De Heory J. Morgan's new work,
s Types of Canndian Waomcen, Past and PPresent,” which has
recently been distributed in Mantreal. It is on the market for
subscription oniv, as vet.but already the number of subscribers
is large cnough to warrant the success of the volume.  The
bouk it beautifully bound snd printed. The engravings in
haif-tone are perfect. A page is devoted to cach “type,” a
photacngraving, with fac-simile autograph, accompanying the
text. In Dr. Morgan's book not all the subjects arc strictly
Canndiang; waomen who have been connected with Canada’s
history are also included. Women renowned fur their cieverncss,
beauty. high qualitics, the mothers, wives and daughters of
our foremust men, are made the subjects of sketchy little para-
graphs by the author. It is a revelation to “ the stupid sex™
that the Dominian was possesscil of so many brlliant and
beautiful daughters.  Some, however, have recagnized it.  On
the title page Dr. Margan quotes from Sir Chas. Grey, ** Thy
Coronet. Cannda—the Daughters of the Land,” and from the
Earl of Elgin, *“The ladics of Canads have an unrivalled
character for beauty and cleverness throughout the world.”
In his preface the author suggests the institution of a roval
order by which the worth of the women of the British Colonies
might obtain recognition.  The hook sclls at §5. It isan ad.

mirable addition to the hohday list.
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In new fiction, “The Lightning Conductor,” mentioned
last month, is sclling very well—better, in fagt than was
cxpected of it, judging by first sales. ** Pigs in Clover,” by
Frank Danby, is a very powerful and realistic novel which
gives promise of doing well this Fall. *‘Barlasch of the
Guard,” by Frank Scton Aerriman, aroused consulerable
comment when runmug serndly in an Amcrican magnzie,
and its appearance in book form has been grected with
ready sale. <A Two-Fold laheritance,” by Guy Boothby,
«The Little Shepherd of Kingdum Come.” by Johu Fox, and
<A Dienlin Wheat ™ (short storica), by the late \W. E Nurris,
author of ** The P32, are pronunent “books of the month.™
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Samewhat of a curiosity is = The MS in & Ral Box,™
publuhed by jobn Lane., Lundan and New York. According
1o the pubhisher of ths novel (who makes the announcement
ae a preface), the ME fur this buok was sent inn red box to
their oatallishment anvnymously. and there was nothing
about it ta roveal s ongin in any way.  The publishers
advertisad in ** The Athenacum ™ and = The Aeadaay ™ fur the
author, but withont resulta, and haalis put st on the market
after **safeguarding the author’s intuests ™ by copynghting
the baok 11 Great Britaun and the Umted States.  The
publisher dedicates the buok—1to the unknown author.

If thisis & new wlex in adrertisiag. I 1S & VerT ingenous
one But we are told it 17 not a hoax ac all If so. the
unusual procceding ov the part of the author is hkely to
Ccreate an interest 1n the stury which will rosult in wuoch protit
to the publishere at least] though if the publishers profit, the
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author is bound to turn up. There would be something
very uncanny in a writer who was 8o imbucd with the “art
for art's snke " iden that he would refuse to pocket his share
of the profits.  When once the hookseller calls the customer's
attention to the publisher's announcement in this book, the
customer buys. No further salesmanship is aceded. WV,
Drysdale & Co nre now handling this book and sales are very

encouraging.
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A fenture of the present book trade well worthy the atten
tion of cvery denler has been pointed out to us by F. E. Graf.
ton & Sons. This is the guod husiness to be done in the
older hooks—those which some six or seven Years ago were
engaging public attention.  Muany customers inquire always
for the *latest * 1 ficrion, and they are usunlly supplicd with-
out an cffort on the denler’s part to scll them something
which they would better appreciate. A good many of the
latest hooks are not worth the paper they are printed on, and
their sales monnt up to a satistactory figure merely on the
strength of the publisher's ** booming ™ of the author and his
hook. .

Another class of customers—the best for the dealer—will
nat read a book till it has been out a year or so, has been well
reviewed and shown that it can live. These customers ask
the dealer to recommend a book, and when his recommenda.
tion suits them they come back to him when they want
another. It is astonishing how quickly the reading public
changes ; and those who read the fiction of to.dny often know
nothing at all of the best fiction of a few years ago.

As an instauce, * The Jessamy Bride™ has been sclling
Iately ahead of many of the Iatest so.called successes.  In one
casc acustomer towhom this book was recommended returned
aund purchased halfa.dozen extra copics for presenting to
friends.  If this book had not been called to his attention he
would probably have taken a * hook of the month,” and
might (very casily) have heen disappointed in it.  Asit was,
he took the dealer's choice: and it it is ten to one that he will
continue to take it in future. There are many books of this
sort. which the bookseller remembers well, but which to.day’s
customer has never read.
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Grafton & Sons say that trade in these books has been
onc of the most satisfactory features of their busincss during
the past season, and they intend to keep it up. This firm arc
getting out somcthing special in souvenir books for the holi-
day trade.  They will appear next month,

FEATURES OF THE MAGAZINES.

FE RED BOOK.—A few months ago The Red Book was
[‘ an unknown guantity in the realm of magazies. To-
duy 1t has tuken its place alongside the standard
monthlies of the book storc.  The November issuc will he full
af clever fiction, which, if it is of asgood quality as that to be
found in the Octuber issuc, will certainly be very good indecd.
Everviony's —For Uctober this magazine offcrs a varied
programane. A character study of Chicago is contributed by
Will Payne, accompanicd by exccllent iltustrations. T. P.
O"Connor writes of Mr. Labouchere.  There are articles on
“ The Champion All-Round Athlete,” * Herocs of the Hour,”
“ The New Amsterdam Theatre™ aud ** Ancient Corners of
Mudern London,” and numerous short storics.
CosMOPorITAN. —In the Octaber number are to be found
the eganning of a ** Litc of Henty Hudsun,” by Jaavier: an
cogrussing article on “*Rusking Laife tor Entertainment,” ** The
Future ot lntcraational Yacht Racing,” by Sir Thomas Liptong
« The Handsome Man,™ ** Making a Choiceof » P'rofession,”
« The Fasanation of Being Photographed.” and = The Story
of the World's Largest Corporation.”™
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