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A NEW book as cme-a rare event,
bc it saiti, for it is but seldom that in

these days ane story riscs above its fellows
sa as ta set the public talking. Edward
Nayes WVestcott accomplisheti dus %when hie
wrote 1 Davidi IFarum,CI but the poar fcllow
dieti without lcnowing it. Before bis book
had reacheti the public the gited writcr hat
laid dawn bis pen forever in the silence ai
deatb. Ilis publishers-The D. Appleton
Co.-did nat at first appreciate iully the
value ai this book. and., for a time, tht
orders came in but slowly. Then, wben tbc
people got ta reading it, laugbïng aver ils
quaint humor, and telling its gooti tbings ta
their irientis. the orders changeti at once
from half.dotens ta halI.bundreds, then ta
lots af 250 t0 500 captes.a: a time. In ont
day orders amouinting ta more than 1.400
copies were receiveti. The press revicws
tben began ta appear. The l>hiladelpbîa
Item gave WVestcatt is place in American
writers "las a humanst next to Mark Twain,
as a master af dialect above LowelI, as a
descriptive %Iriter equal ta Bret flanc.-
The Boston Literary WVarld declares the
stary *~truc. strong anti tborougbly alive
with a humor like that ai Abrabam Lincoln
anti a nature as sweet lit the core."

MIr. R. G. WVyncoop. ai J. G. Foster&
Ca.. Toronto. 'vas an intimate frienti of Nlr.
WVestcatt's. From him we learn that the
author af 1 Davidi Harum - was a native af
Syracuse. N.Y.. anti in that city he speit
niost ai bis Uf'e. As a student he showed
grand promise, andi, tbough tbis book was
is anly literary wark, anti was undertaken

when illness bad forceti him ta lay asitit the
duties ai active business lite. bie wvas knawn
ta bc possesseti ai more than ordinary
ability.

Mr. Forbcs Hurmans, in an introduction
ta tht story. writes ai MNr. Westcott

Nearly ail bis lile was passeti in bis native
clty ai Syracuse, anti, altbough banking andi
flot authorship wvas the occupation ai bis
active years, yet is sensitive and impres.
sinnable temperament hati became sa satu-

Itratcd with tht local atmaspbere. anti bis
rettfltive memory s0 cbargcd with facts, that
when at Iength hie took up the pen he was
able ta create in David Harum a character
so original, sa truc andi %o strang. yet withal
so delightiully quaint andi humôous, that
wc are at once cornpelled ta admit that bere
is a new and permanent addition ta the long
list ai Amrneican literary portraits. David

l-farum. the aId country banker, lie dles-
scribes as " dry. quaint, sanjewhat illiterate,
no doubt. but passessing ananiazing amount
ai knowledge nat fauncl in printeti books.
anti holding fast ta the checerful belief that
tbere is notbing wholly bad or ustltss in Ibis
wvorld-or. in bis own wvords : ' A reason-
able ainauint of flias is gooti for a tiog-
tbey keep bim (rom braodin' on hein* a
dog.'

Mr. lurmans iurthcr remnarks : Tht
reniai huiar andi sunny atmosphere wbich
prevades these panges are in drinîatic con-
trast îvitb tbe circumstances under which
tbey wvere written. The boak was finisheti
wbile the author lay on bis deatbbed, but,
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happily for tht rentier. no trace ai bis suffer-
ing appeairs berc. It was flot granteti tbat
he should live ta sec bis wark in its present
complete forni. a consummnatian be znost
earnestly desired.-

From the introduction we lcarn <bat
F.twarti Noves Westcott was born Septem-
ber 24. 1847. anti died af canstimptian
Marcb 31. 1898. Thi!,. bis one antd only
book. is likely ta keep bis namne alive for
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long years ta corme, if it <lacs not, indccd,
give it permanent place on thc lionor roll
of Amierican htcrary genlus.

WVm. ltriggs bas secured the book< for
Cai.ada, andi lias placeti a very nient edition,
in paper andi clotb. on the market.

G. N. ÏMORANG & MIS NEW BOOKS.

Canadian readers have flot been slow ta
recogniLe thc value of Robert liarr's bis-
torico romantic story, IlTekia," whicli is
satisfactory bath fraont a patriotic -and a
litcrary point ai view. It is something in
these days ta have a tharaughly clean and.,
healthy book that can bcplaced in thebhantis
af yaung people witb the certainty that it
will entertain and interest. Not for ane
moment is it suggested that IlTekla', is ai
the gaady-goody order. or the kind af novel
which appears ta be made Up from a ready.
madie assortîment of incidents kept in large
bins by the industrious novelist and worked
up at the rate-,oi sa nany yards a day.
"Tekla" was wvritten after itr. Blarr band
made a jaurney up the Rhine. atid bad bc.
came impredt by ivbat may bc called the
mnediïcvali spirit ai the aId castles ai a bv-
gonc time. le bas endeavoreti ta reproducc
for us somte ai the uncampromising andi
brutal sincerity ai a perioti wlien men ivere
used ta hard blows rather than ta fine words,
and hie bas donc it in a way ta excite aur
admira ion. The book wili, no doubt, bc a
seller for sartie timre: ta corne.

Everyane bas been glad ta welcame a
new novel framn the brilliant andi cultureti
pen ai aur cauntryman Charles G. 1).
Roberts. and it may be saiti that nobady
will be disappointeti who reads bis new stary

A Sister ta Evangeline.- It deals with
Nova Scotia in the days when it was known as
Acadie, andi there werc stnîggles betwcen
the French and English, already sa wcll-
known through L.ongiellow's well loveti
poem. WVc have the fimiliar setting ai
the village ai Crantipre. the Basin af
Minas. and the River Ga-spereaut. bu, for ail
that tbe stary strikes a new note. The
heroine. Yvonne de Limoric, bas a charmi
entircly hier own. The lave passages are
intensely reail anti genuine. and would give
fresbness and a new interest toa .ny back-
grouind. however well known. The talc is
charming in style opening with the sweet
atiors ai the apple blassis, warming up ta
cantrovcrsy. political strife, andi actual war-
fare. and clasing again whcn peace is once
mnore over the ]andi. Yvonne is a Jively
waman. wbo, witb ber wamanys perversity.
insists that bier tiuty must hc lit variance
with bier inclinations, but Il the las: mo-
ments with woman's impulsiveness she cuts
the gardian knot that binds bier andi turns
sbarply away from the thrceatcneti wreck ai
lier pence and happines-. The book is


