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THE DANGERS AND DUTIES OF OUR DAY.

Because we are ourselves borne along with it, we scarcely are aware of the
rapidity with which the stream of time is rnshing through its last stages, and
how church and world are sweeping down the rapids and nearing the ocean
of eternity. We may profitably withdraw our attentionifrom passing events
-strange and important as they are, and take a farewell look of what
was once so familiar, and give a glance at what is before us. From a
church point of view, how many things once thought all but essentials have
passed from our view never again to be seen ? To others, however reluct-
antly, we must soon bid adieu, as the near bend of the torrent shall hide
them also. How many opinions held sacred by fathers or grand father
have been exploded and given up ; how many usages once identified with
religion itself have disappeared? And what have we in their place ?
Things, porhaps, as a whole, no better, perhaps not so good, but such as
they are we must accept them. A' new community, new usages, new
opinions, and all pervaded with an energy and feverish unrest that vividly
contraat with our fathera' idea of peaceful godliness. Those things are o£
the past, these of the present, but what are we coming to, what shall we
see next ?

It is fearful, as one stands aside, not sharing in the excitement,but calmly
philosophizing-it is fearful to witness the dizzy, headlong energy of the
world-to see the many victimas of business and toil who fall exhausted
and are trodden down without a qualm by the eager racers for the prize ;
to hear the groans forced from breaking hearts mingliug with the revelry
of pleasure ; to mark the desolation that follows in the wake of progress.
God's church is in the midst of this restless, active mass, that church
which by patient witness-bearing ascended the throue of Ceasar and gave
laws to Rome's iron Empire; which, when assailed, shed its heavenly balm
over Goth and Vandal, and softened the heart of the barbarian to deeds of
piety and love; which shook off like a giant, awaking from his sleep, the


