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Selections.

Hydrate of Calsral.

Dr. Jucobi, clinieal professor of discases of <hil-
dren, Colleze of Physicians and Surgeons, New
York, in an
Medical fiecord, gives a very full aceount of this
subsfance. We ygive his acenunt of his own expe-
rience, and some concluding rtemarks, which we
have no doubt will be ncceptable to the profession.
as this new ancesthetic is producing a seasation :

Chloral was discovered by Liehig in 1830,
being the final product of the action of dry u.lnurnu,
on eth}hc alechel. 1t is & thin liquid, of spec.
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grav. 1502 ; turns thicker gradually, and sometimes .

changes into an insoluble modification, with de-
\'elopmcnt of heat. By mixing chloral with water,
the substance gets heated, and wnhm a short time
the hydrate of chloral crv:.talhz 2s in needles.  Its
difference from chloral consists in the addition of
an equnalent of water, yiclding the formula. C.
Cl, OH+H,6.  For experimental and therapenti-
cal purposey, 1his preparation has been found mest
useful when strietly pure.  Imipurities are not rave,
as in forming chloral by the action <f chlorine on

have the same irritating cticet when in the chloval
rs in chloroform.

The civatalline needles of hvdrate of chloral can
be melted down into a solid crystalline mas=.  I4
ia white or colorless. It is soluble in water; a

slight opalescence is found after its being long pre-

what pungent. The solution in water is nentral.
When muriatic acid is present in it, a slight addi-
tion of ammonia will prove a corrective. Mixed
with nitrate of silver; no change of colour ought to
take place. When the crvata.lq are treated witls
sulphuric acid, there cught to be formed a colows-
less oily layer, tnrning into a solid mass lm.mc
long. The watery °olutmn, when mixed with @
alkaline solution, turns milky, gets clear again, and
yields some chioroform at the bottom of the tort
iuhe. K * * * * *
CASES IN PLRACTICL,

I. The first
hydrate of chloral wus a man on board 1he sicom-
ship Hammonia. Hehad heen very seasick duringe
the 1ough pessage from Hambure to Havre, and
from Havre onwards. On the 28th of Sepiember,
he had been without food and sleep for some days
naugea and retching still continued, and le com-
menced to show the sywptoms of approaching ex-
hueustion. [ injected into the spare suhcutaneous
tissue of lis abdominal wall, a solution of half a
dracitm of hydrate of chioral in a drachm of -dis-
tilled water. His pulse of 70 fell to 68 in twelve
minutey, the temperature noi being mcawnred, and
within a quarter of an hour he fell asleep.

awoke after two honrs, asked for food, tuok a euyp-
ful of beef-fea, anrd retained it. For twentv-fmu'
hours he improved ; and even in the heavy sea of
the following days, was not 80 sick as to induce me
to exheriment on him again.

patient to whom I administerow the -

: metritis after her qecond confinement,
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I1. A lady of 20, who had sufiered from mietrity
and vescial catarrh for vears, and from severe
" hemierania, syinpathetic - veaniting, and slcepless-
ness, together with scrions hysteric attacks during
was teken with the zue
symptoms in a more han oralinary degree, abont
the 18th vf October. Morphin and codeia did net
relieve her comylaints, huﬂx were furilier in
creascd by o mucons mtesun.ﬂ sceretion and tenes.
mue.  Two evenings in stceession, and one mam.
ing, she was given iwo scruples of hypnotic dis.
solved in two iablcf")nomnh rf (Croton) 1.ator the
medicine cach tvne procuring a sound and gnic
sleep, with evident dinunution o the murbid symp
Nosuchsymptoms, belonging
cither to the hram or (o the stomach, as are natic ed
after the wse of nmn-hm or chloroform, were per
ceptible.

111, A Iady of 25, 11“:. sulered from atense I)‘ll"l-
R0Le yeals

ago. She has never entirely ree overed. Her ail-
wenis have been inereased by heewatocle, repeated
three times in the course of 25 mnnths, cich time
taking place during menstruation,  There is in her
pelx is an old exudation in the left hroad ligaent,

- resulting W Jocal and mamunary pain, hesides §

' from twelve to dfteen tines a day,

| turbed by local pain and gencral sy mptoms,

‘hardly add.
served. Its odonr is peculiar, melon- like, rome- - y

neuralgic pain alnnff the crista 1lii; and, besidey,
the remmants of these hwms atocles, pressing the

. on ! gterus downwarés and forwards in prolapse and
alcohol, other accessory producets are formed, which

anteilexion. In consequence of this malposition
arnd some catarcly Lier Bladder most Le emplied
amd then zheis
compelled to rise frour six in zeven times every
night. That her menstruation is very much dis
J need
She lf)\.’]\, two nights before her

menses set in, and wlien the symptoma becan

: agaravated, twu seruples of {he hydrate of chiloml

; emm,ed a single (uiet night for years
- the interne]

:in a tabl e.,poonful of water, and had an uninter

rupted gnict sleep for 10 Imms after huving nd
, m sSIJ'] w ol
subcutancous nze of all sorls ¢
The neat night she had the same cfied
FYor menstrantinn set in the

Larcotics.
from two seruples.

* following day, and sne kept her bed, as always dur

inq tha 'u.notl to prevent any dist .u']nncu The
(dose was leduced to half o drachm {or four subse
cquent nizhiz, each time with the allove vesult, Ne
s .zdmc.;c, no consiipation, nor any other untowand
symptom showed itseif afterwar ds, the eficet being

. confined to producing a sound siceps for the symp

tomns, s Mammary pain and veaical spasm, returned
cvery day after sho woke up. T am not yet prepar
ed to ray whether the remedy will ]m.ve, in thi
case, a I‘lBi.l 1g antineuralzie viivel, as the original
cause is not removed ; but the nervoss irit: zblhtr
may still be allayed to such a Gegree as to render
her sufferings much niove endnrable.  That dach
an cflect is hl\(,ly to take place, 1 feel like conelnd:

. ing from the fact that this Jasi menstruation wes

He :
' QOctober,

—————— e —— -

not disturbed by hysteric attacks, frome which ny
patient has frequoently suffered dunnfr this pcrmd

IV. A lady of 30 wos confined, on the 19tha
of her sixth clild. Her physical cond
tion has ¢ lwayn been tolerably good, with the es
ception of slight parametritic troubles after he
third confinement. 'This aflection was combined
with sacral neuralgia, which lasted mwuch longeTJ



