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Hydrate of Cloml.

Dr. Jacoli, clinical professor of disea.ss of eh]-
diren, (1ollege! of Physïcians and Surgeons, New
York, ini an Interesting paper pulished in the
.Medical .erroîd, gives a very fuill accnnt of this
substance. We give hia accrmmt of bis own expe-
rience, and somne conclnding iemarks, which we
have ln doubt will be acceptable to the profession.
as thia new an::esthetic is prodcing a Sciation

Chloral ias discovered by Liehig in 1830, it
being the final prodnet of the action <,f dry clilorine
on ethylic alcohol. It is a thin liquid, of spec.
grav. 1502 ; turns thieker gradually, and sonmetimes
changes into an insoluble modification, with de-
-velopmuent ùf heat. BY nxing chloral with water,
the subtance gets hieated, and withinx a short tiie
the hydrate of chloral crystallizes in needies. Its
difference from chloral consists in the addition of
an eqiivalent of wvater, yielding thle iarmnla. C-.
C13 OH-+l.O0. For experimental and therapeuti-
cal pup)ose, ihis preparation lias been fountd most
useful wien strictly pulre. 1ip imties are not rare,
as in forning chloral by the action f chliore on
alcohol, other accessory products are foned, which
have the sanie irritating effect whlen in the chlora
-s in ehlorforn.

The cryst:line needles tif hydrate of chlori cai
be imelted down into a solid crystalline nasr. 1t
is white or colorless. It is soluble in ivater ; a
slight opalescence is found after its being long pre-
nerred. Its odour is peculîar, ielon-like, toiie-
what pmungent. The solution in water is nentral.
When muriatie acid is present in it, a slight addi-
tion of amnionia will prove a corrective. Mixed
with nitrate (if silver, no change of colour ouglt to
take place. When the crystals are treated with
suiphuric acid, there ought to be formied L colour-
lcss o layer, turngin imto a Solid nm5 before
long. T[he watery solution, wvhen imixed wit]h an
alkaline solution, turns milky, gets clear again, and
yields some chlioroform at the botto im of tlic test
tube. r * *-i*-_z

casESN PI.AcTICV.

1. The first patient to ihon I administoued t lt
hydrate of chloral was a inan on board the stem-
ship Hanmonia. He had been very seasick dunring
the roiigh passage fron Hanburg to Havre, ani
from Havre onwards. On the 29th of September,
le had been without food and sleep for sone days ;
nausea and retching still continued, and he coin-
mnelýced to show the symptomns of approaching ex-
haustion. I injected into the spare subcutaneous
tissne of his abdominal iail, a solution of haIf a
drachm of hydrate of chloral in a drachmî (if -ds-
tilled water. lis pulse of 0 fell to 68 in twelve
minutes, the temperature not being mncasured, and
within a quarter oif an hour he fell asleep. Hoe
awoke atr two honrs, asked for food, took a cup-
ful of beef-tea, and retained it. For twenty-four
hours ho improved ; and even in the heavy sea of
the following days, was not so sick as to induce me
to experiment on himu again.

5c¢ediOt15. Il. A lady of 20, vho liai suffered frorm ietrit
and vesuial catarrh for vears, and froi severe
hIemicrania, snmpathetic vomîiting, and slcepless-
ness, ttogcthr w:th surious ]yteric attacks durig
and after menstruation, w L tkewi th the zue
syrmoS in a more than ordimny dree, about
the 18th nf October. MIrphia and codeia did not
relieve ber cumplaints, which were further in-
creascd by a mucons intestinal secretion and terne3.
muis. Two Yenlrgs in SUccsion, ani one'morn.
ing. she vas g v vo SCrlpIes of yl1motic dis.
snlved in two taberpnoniis of (Crntnn) water. the
miedicine each tie procuring a Youid ani quiet
slecp, with evidunt dimiulion f the Irlidt' Syml
toms ailer awaking. No suchI symptoms, ieongrng
either to the brain or t u the stomach, as are ! iticed
after the use of morplia or chlroforn. were per.
*centile.
: ~I. A lady off 25, Ia sniered frc.:n intensu para-
metritis after lier second confinement, some yean
ago. She has never entirely recuvered. Her ail-
niients have been increased by lŽtinattln, repeaed

Stlhrec tines in the course of '0 ionths, ;chR time
taking place durirg menstruation. Thcro is in lier
pelvis an nid exuIdation in the lIft broad ligament,

* resulting in ]ocal and mamnary pain, beides a
I neuralgfe pain along the crista Ilii; and, Ibesides,
i tb e reiinaits; of tiese ltQmat(oeles, pressing the
uterus downwards and forwards in prolapse and
Santeexiui. In co'nsequen.ce of this nialposition
and some t:Ur4, lir lQadtr mnust Le emptied
from twelve to fifteen times a day, anti then .ih is
comnpelled to rise fromù six ta scven times every
night. That her menstruation is very imuch dis-
turbed by local pain and general symnptoms, J need

:lar(lly add. She toc>k, two nights before lier
i· enses set in, and whei the symptomu tean
aggravated, tw scruples of the hvdrate tif chlonai
in a tablespoonful of rater, and had an uninter-
runted quiet slecp for 10 hours, after having u.t
enjoye' a single quiet night for year, ii spite oi
the internx: l and slubcutanïeous le all sorts e
iarcotics. The next noight she bad the sane cfed
fri two rerples. H menstrautirin set in tbc

. following day, and Ehe kept lier bed, as always dr-
ing that period, to prevent any disturThance.' Te
d(oe w.1vas r'educed to half a drachmn for four su'bse-
quLli night:, each timne with the abux e result. N
hIeadache, no constipation, nr any other untowani
symnptomn showied itself afterwarls, the efièct beip
confined to producing a sound sleep; for the syprn
torns, as nanmary pain tand menical spasam, retuned
every day after she1 woke up. i an not yet prepar.

. ed to ay wvhether the rrnety will have, in this
case, a Lasting aitineuralgic eullct, as the originai
cause is not removed ; but the nervous nirtabilitv
mnay still be allayed to' suich a degree as to render
her sufïrings mueh more endurable. That Adch
an effect is likely to take place, I fee like conclud-
ing froin the fact that this last imnonstrnation wis
not disturbel by hysteric attackg, fromx; which lilY
patient lias frcquently suffered during this period.

IV. A lady of 30 was confined, on the 1tih o!
October, of lher sixth ild. Her ihysical condi-
tion has alwayn beon tolerably gootd, with the el-
ception of slight piranetritic troubles after ber
third confinement. This aflection was combined
with sacral nenralgia. which lasted much longel


