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‘()i‘figinal Gommunications.

RAPID DILATATION OF THE CERVIX.*
| BYL.M SWEETNAM, M.B (TOR)

E GE’\I TLEMEN :
- I HoPE to be able to interest you tlns evemng
for a short time in considering the subject of
Rapld Dilatation of the Uterus. :
In the evolution of the knowledge of utcrme
disease we have reached a point from which'I
believe we are ]ustlﬁcd in looking backward with
cons:denble satisfaction upon what has been
already achieved, and in looking forward with a
_sanguine spirit to what may yet be accompllshed.
More especially. for the past quarter of a century,
" earnest, able and. eminent men have been en-
gaged, both in' the old and new worlds, in the
study of the uterus in" health and disease, and

knowledge of this organ and mCreased our power
- of dealing with the diseases whlch attack it.

We are surely, if gradually reducmg the num-
" ber of mcurable diseases of the uterus, and thus
‘ enlargmg the range of possible recovery.

The respect entertained by the profession : and
the pubhc at large, for the work of the- -gynzcolo-
gist is daily i increasing, while current gyneecolo-
gical literature testifies to the great industry and
patient  skill employed in cultivating’ thzs specnl
department of medxcal scxence

The r’lpld dllatatlon 1n favor to-day ‘had its

""*Read atd meeung of the T oromo Medical Soclety.

|metal crescent are.

outcome from-an instrument by Schatz (metm
noicter) ;- two intra-uterine stems connected by a
inserted into the uterus

by a épecial forceps. When the forceps is re-

moved, the stems separate and dilate the cervix

according to the tensile strength they possess.
The indications for rapld dilatation are :—

(1). Dysmenorrhoea with or without sterility,
where this condition i is associated with contrac-

tion at the exterml or. mtemal os, or at any

point in the cerwcal canal,’ or marked hyperes .

thesia of the endometrium. ;
- (2). Flexions of the uterus, whether this be
consequent upon subinvolution or the thinning

and softenmg of an ill developed organ.. ‘
As a preliminary' step to intra-uterine ap-

plications, or a - digital exploration of the cavity
of the uterus, or the removal of growths.

Persistent vomiting, with or without pregnancy, .

in the absence of gastric and cerebral lesions.
‘unquestlonably their efforts  have enlarvfed our |

Prqpamiory treatment: In view of the h) peras-

‘ thesia .and congestion usually present especx- ‘
ally in cases of long standmg, a httle preparatory
treatment is frequently ‘indicated. A pledget of

absorbent’ cotton saturated with a'ten per cent.,
solution of Boro—glycende in gly«.erme, apphed

twice a week remaining in posxtlon for 24 hours,
with a thorough use of the hot water douche in "

the mterval willin a few weeks very materlally‘l

1mprove the condmon of the 'uterus where the '

tenderness and congestlon persist. Wylxe urges

the employment of a mixture of one part each of .
alum and Boro—glycerxde to fifteen of glycering,
fasa substltute for the ten per cent. solution of



