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societ.y, that is, the rich. The working classes who form the bulk of the

population live- within a short radius' of the kitchen stove on which all
the cooking is donc and consequently the atiosphere is supersaturated
withi imioisture; those livinc in a ilat, still have their heat supplied froii
the kitchen stove; those in self-contained bouses, or houses with two
flats use a hall store on which is invariablv kept a kettle of water
evaporating. The class using the old fashionc.d hot air furnacc are fair-
ly well supplied with moisture fronm a Ilarge evaporating pan inside of
flic easing of the furnace fron which five or ten 'gallons of -water are
evaporated a day and carried with the ' air to al parts of the house. It
would then seer'i [hat the expensive hot water farnaces of the rich are
most responsible for this drvness in ithe air. One rieh patient toli me
that all the members of her household were suiffering from more 'or less
discomifort in the nose and throat: and another feature was tiat tho
expensive furnitur' such as Japanese cabinets which lad taken a work-
man a lifetime to glue together would after a. series of explosions be
found in a heap on the floor from the excessive dryness of the atmnos-
phere. I adrised lier to have zine reserroirs pla'ed behind everv radiator
in the holise al1 soon .a clanige took place in the condition of aftairs, but
it took five grallons of water every day to replenish these pans., For
myself ' bave taken a waterinîg can1 and sprinlkled tle carpets beforé'
retiring at nighit wien the atmospliere w.s very dry. it does not hurt
themn because ther dry ina few minuete .1 ami a little surprised to hear'
that the outside air n 'frosty days bas mu'tîch moisture ini it: I have always
unîîderstood that witl a température of tenl. t wenty below' zero the air
was devoid of moisture. The plan. cd keeping .lie windows dpen ii'.
severe weather is not practical as the danger of freezing [le pipes is toô
great ai-id even ihen the air though freshi is not moist.

G. P. Gî mwoon, M.D.-There is hot do'ubt thaL ilie question of relati
moistire is an important one; in the sununer time wiuen the temperature

is -varm we may get le ioisture upi as higl as 90 per cent. and even
ful saturation, 100; but in winter tinme we get the moistui-e frozn.ouit.
It is not a question of absohtte saturation but one of relative saturation
of the atmtosphere. For invself and mv h~ousebold we sleep witlh-agood
muuany of ouI' windows op-ien and have arays a, current of fresh air from

thle outside. But still when the temperature is raised it is a long way
below saturation. Supposing tlie temperature to be below zero. when
this is warmed von will get a.saturation of about 30. One mnefhod of

increasing the bumidity in the house is to hang up wet sheets hîere and
Ihere. For my own part I would say that the dwellers in tents suffer


