100 Dr. Rowws on the Proximate cause of Inflammation

Hunter by o dimnution of the muscular powers of the arteries, ut the
same time that the vessel 1s dilated, and the whole he atinlutes to a
necessary operation of nature.  Mr, Hunter has here fallen mto wuch
the same error as lus predecessorsy every one knows, because every
one can see (as I betore abserved) m any ease of Iutlammatien, that
the extreme vessels must be dilated, there bemg a passage athorded to
new particles of blood, which previously was not the case. But this 1s
not the question : the point of consideration is to cunnect the remote
and proximate causes in one chim ; one must follow the other ; une
must explam the other, and it not, no ratwnal, reasunalle, inyestis
gating mind, wilt be sutisfied with a theory, Lt it be ever su plausi-
ble, or emanate from any man, however justly celebrated.  Now we
all know that one remote cause of Inflantation is stuuuliy we Lhe-
wise know that the mmediate effect of stunuli vn the Lhutan budy s
contraction of the musculur filre; contruction und enlargement are
certamnly not the snme.  How, then, can Mr Ilunter be carct? Tt
is impossible.

The last theory which I shaull notice in ths pupnr s the general
opinion of the day ; wiuch 1s, that an nescused wvetron o f the vessels
is the proximate cause of the disease of Winch we are treuting. M I
understand increased action 1 the huau systan nnelit, and of thes
be any other than a vaniation of the old theunies, theu nanst Le with
increased action, mcreased musculanty ; in otlur wonlds, mcreased
action 1 an mflamed part, must purtuke of tucreased wiecular w ton,
Now, muscular action pruduces cuntraction, and if cantriction of the
vessels affected m Inflanmation, be brought to a cmtenwal ~tate of
contraction by thus mereased actwn, how )5 1t possible that thivt state
of distention can ever take place by wluch the old particles of bloed
are allowed to enter? It s imposable,

I do not consider it necessary to enter infu u wore lougthioned re-
futation of the ductrines we have pussed under ccusaliration. 1t waill
occur to every considerate nund that there s somietlung wauting;
some connecting hink to explamn cause and effect, whieh nerther ob-
struction, congestion, distension, nur tucseuseed action wll \u“.]y H and
until this be furmished, we shall still e at a luss in giving any ration-
al explanation of the pronmmate causes of Inflammation.  To affird
this is the object I have m view i publislung tlus pagur, and T will
now proceed to attempt it: st 1s fur the profission to judge whether
satisfactorily or not.

I premuse that Inflammation mvariably onginates i the capillary
vessels.

‘That these capillaries, wiich nuturally du ot convey red-blood,
are the branchies given off’ frum trunks wlach do convey it.

That every vessel carrying red blood lus nunicrons cayillaries
branching frum it, of whih the red Bluud-vessel may be called the
trunk.

"That in every case of Inflammation, ture ur less in numher of
these capillanies are cunstriuned to convey red-purticles, wluch nate-
rally they will not do.

_ That the action of the heart, of the arternies, and of the capilla-
ries, combine to keep the whole voluuie of bloud iu a progressive state



