
100 Dn. Ro.Ls on the Proxiimate cause of Iih/ammatlion

Hunter by a d&nunztizon of the muscular I)ozrers of the Orters, at the
same time that the vessel is dilated, and thle ie atirilties to a
necessary operaotin of nature. lr. Hunter hasv here tlalln mtu nu"h
the sane error as lus predecessvri ; every one know s, icause C urv
one cai sec (as I before observed) i any case of Illamnnal îun. thai
the extrene vessels iust be dilated, tiiere beimg a passage ul rded to
nev particles of blood, wvlhich previoutîsly was not the case. But tihis is
not the question: the point of consideratîon is to conncet the rniote
and proximate causes in une chain ; one mîust clluw the oihir ; une
must explain the other, and it nut, nu ratioial, reasunalle, iie' usti-
gating mmd, will be satisfied with a thcory, la it be et er so plausi-
ble, or emanate from any nan, however justly celebrated. Now we
all know that one reniote cause of Iuillaiimau.ttoun s stkikuiàu ; w C Lke-
vise know that the unmediate effeet of stiul vi the L iiiaman bcdy is

contraction of the muscular filre ; contractiwa aid cliargnat are
certainly nuot the sane. IIuw, then, can 3Ir Ilimtcr le i cîrt kt ? It
is impossible.

'The last theory which I shall notice i tiis pjp r i, the' gencral
opinion of the day ; w hiei is, that an n raml w ' the unds
is the proximate cause of tie disease of % hiei w e are treaitiîr. Il I
understand incrcased action in the iiuiaiiai si sttim aîimIt, anid if ths
be any other than a variaton of ti ol thlenes, ti îust Le %% ith
increased action, micrcased muiscuiarity ; in otlir wrds, merensed
action in an inflamed part, iusit partake of increased w uLr a, 'il.
Nov, muscular action prtIuces contraction, and if contretonî ut the
vessels affected n Infîlammîation, be bruught to a ot)iiiinuel 'tC (f
contraction by this mîcreaused actwu. low )s it possIL1e that tliit state
of distention can ever take place ly m lich the ol partthe w L-f bLod
are allowed to enter 1 It is in possible.

I dc, not consider il necessary to enter ito a iitre i udli. ned re-
futation of the doctries we haie ~passed utndir coîwd. rîtia¯'n. Ilu -' i
occur to every considerate nîiiud tlt there is soietlng woîutaag;
some connecting link tu explan cause and efftet, w leh nlthcr d2-
structzon, congestion, distension, nur iave l action n di su pyi ; antd
until this be fturnmshed, we shall stîl le at a loss in gax iiig anyu ration-
al explanation of the pronmiate causes of Iniflaîîuînaotwio. T- .fi1r
this is the object I have ta iew ii) pubisliuing titis pap, r, and I i-ill
now proceed to attenpt it: it is fcr the Ipif sin to judge w hether
satisfactorily or not.

I premise that Inflanmnuatun invariablx orginates al thf rapillary
vessels.

That these capillaries, wigieh naturally do niot coii e> red-lod,
are the branches given off from truniks %% hii do coii ey it.

That every vessel arr ii±g rud blod lias nuntrous capillaries
branching frum it, of nl Ihii the red oiod-u t ssI ina Le called the
trunk.

That in every case of Inflamnatii, mure or le iii iiminer of
these capillaries are cunstraitied tu coi% cy red-partcles, lhii natin-
rally they vill not do.

That the action of the heart, of lite arteries, and cf the capilla-
ries, combine tu kecp the u hole uohuic f bloud i a prugressive state


