10 -  MINING BECORS
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ed in this provinee becomes a permanent industry— raise is attributable to ghc inereased wage paid to
and 1 have every hope for and faith in it—and eniployees w protest is in order, and an inyestig
with the starting of the plate mill at Sydney—which tion as coutemplated by the City Couneil is  eer
i8 one of the finest plants in America—we have an tainly needed. We do not see how it will be po
assurance that there must follow a largely increas sible for the Council to get at the records to learn
ed demand for éoal. . . . Industries are on the Whether any such inerease was justified or not, bt
inérease, and the iore of these the larger the de- Mr, ?nlhv Barrett, a bright and shining light in U,
mand. T have not the slightest doubt, unless some M. W. circles, has stated that the levelling of wag:s
slbnormal situation arises, the demand for the St recently """""“'_‘[l (M¢Kinnon award) representcd
Hiwrence will be so active that it will not be a @ cost of about 23 cents per ton, Tht:m is an enor
qliestion of markets, but of the ability of the pro. Mous difference between §1.40 and 2‘3 cents. Cun
vinee to supply the demand for her ¢oal. You have it be possible that the D“m““".“ Coal Co., Ltd., have
réad, no doubt, of the probable advance in the price been discounting the Trure Convention and any
of ‘Américan coal of $1.25 per ton. I think the day further demands ﬁ"‘"'_ cmployees see fit to !mll:‘ !
when Nova Scotia coal will go into the Montreal If so, it implies a condition of affairs where Capitil
| market and require to compete with American coal 8nd Labor join hands to "?l’l"" ""', publie. We do
at $2.50 a ton will never return. 1 believe the rail- not, as a '"";,'"" of fact, think such is the case. We
way aird mining conditions in the United States believe the Conpany will show fight if further de
will make it impossible for U. S. operators to com- mands fm: waze inereases are formulated, but there
pete with Nova Scotia on anything like the old is no getting away from the fact that the Company
torms. 1t does scem rather an anomaly that with by .”ll‘": actions are inciting their men to for\'v;n.l
the New England States at our door, and wiih aetion, “Tt is only '""‘v”'"‘, when eonl jurips §1.10
| the St. Lawrence open to us, that American coal  tom, that Labor should demand its share of ihe
should be used to the extent it is in Montreal and plunder, The ey have been very modest under the
perhaps even farther west.”’ e— circumstances,

4 il a3 o dissected the tables in  The Record at this time has no intention of cu.
(The Commissioner then dissected the tering into any controversy as to coal prices, We

¢ Mine wport, giving the production per man ~
;:)‘; :\‘i::u;uli: l:l,lrd (E;Xl;:.‘l:!glill‘ Tsappointment wi ould like, however, to quote a‘short sentence fron
the figures. The Record is glad Lit-the Coinmis. the speech of the Commissioner of Mines, Here it

g & ¢ " ¢ “The time may come when exports of Nova
sioner took his courage in both hands and set down Wi ; en_exports

the reduetion to its “;u'opt-r source. One of the Scotia coal will have to be prohibited.”” Exports of
leaders of the UM.W. lately declared that they had ¢0urse to foreign countries. To some the sentence
fulfilled their pact to inerease production. They miy appear wholly irrelevant to the subjeet of coal
did so **with a hook,” as the boys say. The follow- Prices. Is it really so? On the export or non-cx-

i mar i int by b issioner Port of coal depends much the priee to N. 8. con-
ing remarks on this point by the Comm D i i e s o

'8 contempt the boast, ' s
th‘r.o'l\.\‘:c ‘:::;{;;{_‘ o(lmmer: e:::plo}ze(l in 1919 exceeded 8t any time before the Montreal market is fully ro-
| the number in 1918 by 8§59 and yet the total days covered, and ‘_Vh" then, Thenllolln\n slack tines,
worked in 1919 was less by 73,068. This number or a slump in’the price of coal, or, “dh a decided
of days loss multiplied by the ‘dvétage production '!'"“p i wages.. Ile ope qucst'lon the Record
ser man will about account for the actual decrcase ould ask and possibly one or two question are i
in production. T say that is not a satisfactory volved in the one is, ““are the mine operators in the
showing. It is unfortunate that with a greater b““{"“" r‘"l' l““’ﬂ}»_“‘”" they in '; f“; the best " it
number of men employed the number of mining 'h"-"""" _“'"."“’ "'R!‘” l 99y Snmwe, of
duys worked was smaller, One ean only attribute Snswer, are 0 '!"j. & irmgtive why can ey be
this to an undue amount of absentecism, or holi- .‘;):'l:':;lt;lrm:l:;" ‘i:‘ .:,1' ,,:?,..ff'?.‘.":ﬁ&mllnlén;‘ :, (‘. "‘Tl
xc ippnrs p 3 e obtaine: 3 e
days, wore than there should have been. dian market? 1f the company can sell all their out-
put at a higher figure than they charge in the home
market, and refrain from doing so in the intercsts
of Nova Seotia are they not rather worthy of praise
than of blame? Must the old saying ‘‘business is
THE business’’ undergo modifications to make ii.if
PRICE OF COAL commendable to ehanged and changing ‘ideas, (ud
3 Lons litions? From the Sydney Post we make lur-
Says the Sydney Post: “Within the past few L e # 1 - :
months the Coal Cowpany has increased the price thorA«xt'r’ncu which almost go to show that o
to consumers by $1.40 a ton; 60 cents a ton being V'(;rll'lgllllull on the part of tl}c Sydney Town Coun-
the first inerease, This was put into effect before :;l:'t‘:r.hwoto: 'h':t",;rgz:‘“ml:;':nil:w 5 wg"."[ ”";
the McKinnon Conciliation Board award was an- y«-;n v - sopficy - o ol
nounced, Citizens elaim that the readjustment of * iy : :
wages given the miners does not warrant such ex- ton g:‘:;::'mr!i’e;h:' ;‘;«ﬁn:“:':r:::ed of fBO c(;"',“ 1»«'-r
trayagant increase in price. The city council is to o' e oty Coal C e S'I.b "K"""; g0
be asked to take the matter up and see if something ty fonit Rossd bev' of ”h P S, W
canlios be dote."’ ernational board member of the United Mine
Catbenting i thi sbovs & GONIMMDOGAEY SayR? Workers, district 26, declared that such an incroase
When, however, the ex‘)llwntion is glibly given :vr:.u::- :u:‘::ddtll\)emmr BT T
by some of the Company's underlings that any sueh  pye miners were given approximately 23 cents




