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Fringes blackish

.T2--Levete. 15-resitdua.
r3-isolabilis. ré-trisis.
zr4-Anýçzusi.

It is somewhat strangte that there are as yet no black-winged species
known fromn California. On.e is dcscribed fromi Siberia, C. dissimilis
Bremer.

In my first general paper on the North Amierican species of Catocaa
(Proc. Ent. Soc. Phil., Jan., 1872), the brief notice of C. Y-elicia includes
the statement that C" the narrow central fascia of the secondaries is pure
white." Up to, this time I find no notice of a distinct pow'dering of blue
scales wvhich cdge. this fascia (more noticeably somietinies about thc middle
of the wving) on my present exaniples. It is niot easy to sec these blue
scales at first, but tie attention once directed to tlîen, they become
apparent. This discovery leads nie to compare morc closeIy our species
with the Buropean fr-axiini, whicl it is held to " represent," and w'hich
bas the central fascia of the hind wingys entirely bluish. The European
species seems to be larger than elicta; the transverse posterior uine less
perpendicular, more deeply notchcd and more outwvardly exserted opposite
the ccli, with more prominent teeth. Above the primiaries are eve1ýy
dusted with dark scales in fr-axiiii and consequently more unicolorous;
the 'darkest specimeiris of rd-eicta evidently owe their color to a spreading

oftransverse biackisli shades, the ground color, hiowever inarrowed, being
white. The edge of tic hind lvins is white in re/icta. gra ixini.

Beneath both the-species are pure -white. The similarity of the under sur-;
faceý in these two, species led me to reflect on the fact that in the Noctuid.e
variation seeros to, be shown first on the upper surface of the priniaries ; ii
wvill bê iecoilected, that these are the more often cxposed. There is, then,
more white on rdicta, on both %vinas ; the central aid» p)rincipal p&tion of
thé fascia on the hiind %vinas being pure white. XVith a large niaterial
iii ail stages jU- would be interesting to more fuily compare the two
sfiecies, wvhich haýie probably a coninîon origin. It is interesting,
rneaniwhile, that tlie bue color is retained in both forms, althoughi in one
it may not always be expressed. If tic twvo species hiad a conion par-
enitage, the -blue ýcolor lias been affected most probably by the different
suitôoândings of the now scparated forms.

281.*


