
FOIL THE PROVINOE 0F QUJEBEC.

square standing for zero, a amniler anc for I, aind theotaLer
numerals vare dctected by their relative position te thoe.

Saunderson xnanipulated Lia pins with inconceivable quiokncss;
but the exact way in which ho uficd tioxu in bis calculations is
altog-ether a nrystory. It is probable tlîat ho used groups of pins,
frein timc ta tiino, ta express certain stages in the operation, as
memoranda ta which lie coula reli3r again and agaîn. Beo thîs
as it may, however, thora is no doubt that ho worked problema
of overy-even thc highest.-kind, boti. in common arilimetia
and algebra, with greatorapidity and equal accuraoy. Gcnius asi
ho vas, un?' full Qi resources which genius alone can devise and
use, hie would doubtless have rejaiccd ta possess anc of the plain
and simple arithmetic boards now in use.

A popular impression i.s afloat that some clever blind people
have the power of deteeting colora by the touch. This is au
exror; touch eau do nuthiug here. Yet the blind mian may weave
yen a mug bright with ah Uice colora ai the rainbow, cxaetly after
tic pattera which you prescr . .In tic firsi place, biis tireads
of wool are nil placed for him by bis aide, in anc exact order, say
white, crimson, blue yellow, and maroon. They arc always in
the sanie order and place, so that a takes up whicbevcr hie needs
wîth unerring cortainty. H1ung up in front of bim, but easiy
'within rach aof his fingers, is a square ai srnooth, thin deal, on
which la traeed the pattern af bis mug in n ails with bonds af cvery
possible varicty af shape-round, square, diamond-shnpe, or
triangular; tacks, br4da and buttons; sanie driven home ta thé,
surface of the board, athers raised aboya it; but ail tclling their
own story of mcd, green, white or bine. Ho rends bis pattern
witir bis finn'ers, and.'weaves la thc brilliant colora as deftly as if
ho saw cvery tint. If bis touch is keen bis pattera eau bc set
for him by thc hclp o? letters and figures, certain letters standing
for certain colora, and the figures indicnting boy mnany threads
or strands are ta ho, takel. Then tire different colora ail boing
arrangea in regular order be skillfully brings ont Uic intricacies
a? bis pattern.

The material nsa for ma-in, baskets is sometimos eolored
'wlth such substances that the mad, far example, la barsher ta the
toucb than the bine. Iu such cases the blind bnskletakier is
moon able, apparcntly, ta deteet colora by thc toueb, while in
real.lty it ia a différence iu rubstanzce.

In Uic varions institutions for tire blind the niaking ai baskets,
broonis, brushes, mattresses, and aLher simular article, is system-
aticaily taught. This work is performctd with great neatnes
and dexterity. It la aiten said that the vork ai thc blind cau
mlot be equal ta thnt ai Uic seeinig; but the bmaoxns and mattresses
made ut the New York Institution far the bling prove the con-
trary. Special care la àisa talen in tInt institution, as weil as
ln others, that the pupils sbould gain practicai information ln
regard ta the coat a? material, the proper price ta ho affixed ta
manufaetured articles, etc., so thnt whcn they icave thc institu-
tion they xnay ho able to do business indcpcndcntiy, if cirecu-
staDces mender it nocdfni.

Tic great passion in thc life o? a blind man, 'sIen once aroused,
is mnusic. Home ho thinks ho can achieve, if not immartaiity, nt
least renown and certain independence. It is te bitm a source ai
the higbcat, purest pleasure, a salace under all bis troubles, almost
ligît in iris darkness lit rightly occupies a pramincut place in
alil institutions for theoeducation o? the sightless, and surprising
skiil nnd profieney la, oiten attained.

A&rong Uic mnural tablets of Uic aucient Egyptians it is said
theme la anc from Uic tomba af Alabastron representing a biind
harper sitting cross-Icgged an thc ground, attcnded by saven ather
biinid mon slmilarly scated, wha siug and boat finie vitir their
bands. Tbcy were clearly profossional musicians, full of anima-
tion and interest lu their womk ; and expressing by every f1eatu-e
o? Uic face, as weil as tIcir vcry position, their damkenod lot In
tirose ancient tumes no systematie pravisi3a appears to bave been
muade for Uic blind; but whcn mnusic becarno their resaurce, tliey
ser not only ta bave met .vith compassion and help, but ta have
fouird a pure cnjoymeat.

Thora is a pleasant incident reiated of blendelsohn, who vent
one hot sumpier ta rcst his overtaxed brain in Zurich. Thora ho
ivas bosiegcd by cager adtuirers, but would acccpt of no invitation
until hcaring that the blind pupils of thc Blind Scol vere
anxious, as thcy said, to Il sec hiju," lie vîsited theni. Ho spoke
to the sgte assenibly in kindest words, and listcned te their
sangs and chorusos, somo aveu of' their own composing, with
intoerest and pleasure. Ana then the great niusieian askcdper-
mission to sit downM at thecir piano, and ivandercd away into one
of those wild and tender strains of spcaking nielody for which ho
~vas so famous. Ilis silent, wîapt audience listcned sa intently
ta"I The Sang- without Words, " that a piufali would have broken
the stiliness. One by anc over the cager faces crcpt tho air of
Jeep, quiet joy, untili in the xnidst of thc great flood of mingliug
harmonies, a voice came te them, out of the -çery chorus thoy had
just been sing-ing., Thon their enthusiasm knew no bounds. The
great master had carricd thein away, nt bis viii, to heighitsof joy
and triunphaut praise before unknown; hce bad whispered te
thcma of iorrow, and thc cloudy ways ai ]ife, in wards of soft,
unbrokcn tcndcrness ; and iùow lie st.irrcd thcir inxnast depUis by
a strain of their own weaving, into wbich he poured a new tide
of living sang, new grace, and ncev neaning. No 'woas could
tell what thf-y feit; thay coula havc presse* 'in ta their vcry
hiearts for joy. This vas not long before thc great musician's
dcath;- but lie stili lives in the Bllind Seboal at Zurich, and there
stili romains as a pre.iaus relie the master's chair in which ho

Whiere real musical genius, intellect, and cducation are combined,
Ucbid usician niay at once take highi rank : ana flot a fcu,

have. astonished the world withi grand and glaonos strains.
Ocoasianaily, also, saine strange prodigy, like Il Blind Tom, "
attracts attention for a tixue. Until seven year aid this aid,
goulus vas rcgae:rded as an idiot. Suddenly anc nig-ht hie vas
ovcrheard playing- the piano in his niastcr's draiving,--room,
tauching it ivith singular grace and beauty, vandcring thraugh
rapid cadences, ana wild bursts of nicloay, as a finimkcd iusiclan.
As far as cauld ho k-nawn, ha had neyer even tauched a piano tii
tînt ni.-lt. Froni that tinie farth he hadl frce -em ta the in-
strument, ou which. he cvery day pcrformed greater vonders,
repeating without effort alniast note by note any miusic once
playcd ta bum, and with wandcrful accuracy miniicking any fauit
or peculiarity in the style of the performer. Ris 0marvelous
powers vere soon exhihitea ta the public. He wauld sit down
and play, vith aniazing eorrcctncss, difficuit picces of nmusic, a
dozen pag~es in lcngtli, whichlie had board but once. Notwith-

sta Di _hsdx iy, anc af bis fa,. orite feats vas ta Froduce
an outrageons, discordant junible af sound whicb no car af the
slightest preteiise ta scnsibility could produce or enduro 'without
intense pain and disgust. The case of Blind Tom stands alane
as a positive atiôiialy.

While ta a xnajority of Uic blind mnusic la a source of delight
the acquirition ofi i generally laboriaus. The proccss of dcci-
phering- any o£ the printcd sigas by which musical changes are
made known ta tbcm is long and tedias. Consequently the
pupils are usually taught by dictation i a short passage bcing
givren by Uic tencher, and rcpeatcd by thc pupil until hoe bas
niastcrcd it. Iii this vay a piece ai music is graduafly 'but
accurately lcarncd, and whcn once iniprintcd in Uic mcmory it
is rarely fargotten or lost.

The blina have thixei sparts ana ganies ana -.ecreative emily-
montsj although for thc niait part tiese are tif the quieter kind.
Cheo-ers, eaes, dorninocs, and gazues or a similar nature, are
attractive ta thora, and oftcn tbcy acquire a great, doal af skill.

j iuxnerous littie fancy articles are muade by strrngxng beads on
smail vire. The beads are arranged accordin)g ta color in different
boxes; thc blind girl tales the end, ai ber vire, and passess it
se-veral tUrnes through tlic bends, by nhbkh me=ns sEveral probably
arc strung an ta, t'hc vire She counts carefully the numbr slie
M,4eda, in accordance to ber own fancy, or thc directions she has,
rccivcde aud retalans tbose on the wire vUefl sie remzoues tire


