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w'hat extent it hias operateci or is operating now \vc do not presqume
to say. To mnake at ntrl -elel anailysis of mni's mo1(tixves,
separating the cvii froin the good whec hoth factors arc prescat,
is flot in our power ; nay, we often fail in judging (>Islc.But

the most charitable reader of Churchi history wvîll be forced t( ) Cf-
clude that bodies of clergy have rcsistcd rcforn anici tcna;ciotislv\
held to the false lest they shoulci endanger thoir position. In tle
c-ise of the vcry worlclly this motive may have been the sole one
in the case of those less selfishi it hias strangely ming(lecl with better
motives. Demetrius, whosc «"craft wvas in dangrer," is thc type of
the worst class. So gross andl glaring w'ci*e many of the abuses
pointed out by the reformners in the Church of Romne that it is hard
to credit their apologists and dcfenclers wvith any motive igherCI than
scifisliness. Tetzel is p)rcciselv,, of the sarne categcory as Dcmectrius.
Ofteni has the cry " the Chur-ch is in danger " been raised bv mcan
who wverc utterly indifferent to Divine truthi and the wvelfarec of souls.
We cannot fail to observe thiat ecclesiasties of this sort are far- more
solicitous rcspccting the chi-cli than respccting the Gospel, andi arc
not unfrequcntly rcarly to tolerate ans' error whichi doos iiot sccmn
to threaten the Churchi's authority andi revenue.

Thus, bothi goo)d and cvil, it is Obvious, have resulteci fromn cicr-
ical conservatisrn, as from coniservatismn la gencral. T1o hold the
balances accuratcly and show wvhich preponderatcs, taking accounit
of the wvhole pcriod of the history of Christianityè , hardly lies wîithin
our comipetence. So far as conservatisn lias been found la alliance
with sound judgmcent, wvith opcnncss of ini to the fuller mnani-
festation of truth, and with fthc desire to, follow whIcrcvcr truth andi
duty shail lead, it is cntitled only to respcçt andc approvai. As
appears from what hias been alrcaly, said, a wvise conscrvatismn can
hardly be separatcd from truc picty. It is ncedcd to clcfend theý-
truth and rcsist the ingyress of error. It kccps the prcscnt ifi livingf
connection with the past, and it serves thc presenit hecir to the
trcasurcd w'calthi of thc past ; it docs this iii the face of the ungrate-
fui lcvity with whichi the attainnients of the past aire oftcni
rcnounced. It recogrnizes the important truth that thc Makcr anid
Governor of ail lias so rclatcd thc agres ilhat thc prescat alwavs
cornes out of the past ; so that wc airc building uponi foundations
laid in the centuries that \vent before. Xcethe Church handed
over to extrerne radicalism, wvith its dlefective rcvcrcnce and its
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