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ing'' the Churcli, replucing o1JstriIctiois,,t8 1by illennbere or the ortIlOglxe
1.kranian Clitireli. For this lie w:îs denouinced as Anticlirist, anîd indil
the strengtli of the oppositionî wviclî lie Iiad to evoercoîne, oveu n i n:îkilî.
the sliglitesteliauiige, gives one an idva of the strengtlh of bis chairacter. 1*j,
to the tiizue tliý,t hoe broke loose f roiu ail restriction and actcd aceoriji tuj
bis own discnection, lie, likze ]lis predecessors, liad been fettercd by roinndl,
of religions observaîiices and by the traditions of centuries. Hol col,-
plainied thiat hie was coxnpelled to spend hiaif bis tinie in empty cercînolikil
under tho naine of religion. The practical influence of the CZar (rreatlv
exceeds the theoreticai it reaily lies ir his poiver to, nominate the syîîudl,
and to work it tlhroughi a 2rocurrnz, disinissing those whlo do iiot act il,
accordance witli Iiis policy. li the Eastern Cliurchi, out of bis own doin.n
ions, hie lias no autlnority whiatever. A strildng featuire of the coronatioji
service is that the Czar crowns lhimseif, as acknowiedging no higlier eclesi.
astical digynitary '%vithin bis realrn, and thon adiniffsters thue sacrarnieît tu
the bishop.

As tine Churdli in tIno Middle Agres began to grow powerfui in Ruj.sia,
so it began to grow exclusive, and te form a ciass apart fromn the iass of
tIno people, having its owvn iaterests, as distinct from thoso of the liasses
as frani those of any forcign country. Education wvas practieally coîîliîîedl
to theo ranks of the clergy, and they slnowed no desire te confer tlîis or aurv
other l>eneflt upon the flock in charge of %vhich they were placed. li tilt
seventeentîn century they lad thus secured a position of commanding lifla.
ence, political as wvell as social, and were the ardent supporters of the teimn-
poral powers, witliout wiceh thiey could not bave stood where tiîey were.
That they were cxtremely lax la their moral duties seems ciearly proven,
and it is to bo feared thiat they hiave not mucli improved as a bodY since
those times. As early as the ninth century an oecumenieal councîl declared
that they were niany of them «'clod-boppers, unfit to giaze cattie, Much
iess te feed flocks of human souis." By the~ beginning of the last century
a fourtin of tine people liad thns corne under the juri.ýdietion of tlîis hody,
but since then its lands have been secniarized, and it lias thuts been slîorn
of very much o? its power. Thiero stili exist, howcver, some five lnnndred
monasternes.

Tîne elerical fanaticisnm of those carly days, and their teuching, of tlue
great superiority of the Russians, led to theo exclusion of everything fore!fgn,
tIns raising a barrier wlidh prevented progress £rom contact with the out-
side worid, and it is xnainly te o carged ivitli tIc present backwvard, con-
dition of tIe empire. It was taught that dealings even lwith Romns and
Protestants w4~re sinful, and those wlno, visîted tino country were sinut u-p in
tlbeir own quarters, with guards at their doors. «When, in 150,1, the first
printing-press wvas introdueed, it ivas closed by the clergy as a device ùf
the dcvil, whule the introduction of the Arabie mimerais ivas not acceaf-
plislied tili five litnndred years after thcey Nvcre coîni-uon ia the ret of
Europe. Thc retention o? Juie old style calendar is attributable to the saune


