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miost conspicuous figure at the Bar,
and on thec rostrumi in Western On-
ario. lIt was an cra of prosperity,
of rapid growth in reputation and
population.

The young colony was enteringr up-
on its great career of cemimting its
provinces from ocean to ocean, and
trying to realize its manifest destiny.
Ail througAh this period sounded the
axe of the pioneers, clearing their
farins, and overcoming the hardships
they w'ere surroun(led by, iînbued
wvith the spirit of hopefulness and
Iightheartedness.

There wias a restless, encrgy, a san-
guine anticipation, whichi character-
ized Canadian thougit, at that time.
It was not a literary age, but it wus
an age oi la-rge ideas and expanding
prospects. The new consciousness of
empire uttered itself hastily and
crudely, but this noisy exultation -%vas
exhilarating, because it was not nar-
row,--it was not provincial. The
night-mare of provincial rightsq liad
no place in their dreains, at that,
time.

The masculine force of Mr. Wood's
personality soon inmpressed itselIf on
ail those hie caine in contact with.
Ris look and manner wvere charac-
teristic, his formi was massive, his
skuil was large, and his jaw was solid,
the underlip projecting, and the nouth.
firmly and gimly shiut, and his dark,
deep-set eyes, under shaggy brows,
glleamed with sînouldering lire.

During his first year of practice, lie
formed a pp,:4nership with thc late
Mlr. Peter Long, under the naine and
style of Wood and Long. The firin
soon found theinselves in possession o?
a large and flourishing practice.

The Couîîsel business ivas cliiefiy
coînnuitted to the Senior partiier. wlio
soon came to lie recognized as a suc-
cesqfuil juryý lawyer.

When the project ivas nîooted of
constructing a liue of railw'ay tbroughi
Brantford, coiiiecý, ig Buffalo with
Godericli. M!r. Wood took a conispi-
cuo'Js part in its promotion, and wa.s
-appointed solicitor to the company.
This position, whichi was, in itself, the
source of a large and profitable busi-
ness, w'as retained by Il r. Wood uritil
the amalgamation of the line with the
Granid-Trunk, -Railway, in 1.865, in
fact, lie stili continued to act for this
division, until 1870.

JIt is said that during the coiistrue-
tion of this railway, Mr. Wýood walked
every foot of the way froin Fort Erie
to Goderich, settling dlaims wîvth the
farmers as to compensation for their
lands, et,--; Ilis tireless energy knew
no fatigue. Within live years froîxi
the time lie wvas called to tic. IBar, lie
-%vas engaged on one side or the other
in nearly every important case iii the
local courts. Among the best kniown
of thiese were lte Qucen vs. Higli
Flyer, Whitelhead vs. thc Buffialo and
Lake Huron Railway Comnpany, and
Widde vs. The Buffalo and Lake
Huron llailway Company. In tlie-
first of tixese hoe defended the Indian,
Higri Flyer, for iiianslaugh,,Iter, and
wvhen hoe came to address the jury, lie~
gave his personality the widest scope.
He first dilated upon nîian's inhuinani-
ity to main, and especially the inhu-
inanity of white men to the red mnen,
and as lie wvarmed up to this, hie really
feit the wrongs hirascif, and his in-
dignation knew no bounds, and his
deep, sombre, full-toned voice yealedl
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