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at ail Mmes characterize hi,ý conversations with bis f riend Horatio.
When, on the other hand, hie converses with old Polonius lie

berys an aI:,ogethier difflerent~ isposition. He seems to regrard,
the ohl gentleinan as a target against whichi to direct ail his
reniarks of .ýcorn and wit. In short, he regards imn with tie
utmost contemipt.

When aglain hie converses w'ith the king and queen, both of
whoin lie con.qiders g1uilty of his fatber's death, lie strives to
pcint tie "bIarl'edl arrows of conviction'" to, their very souls,
and tiierefore on >111 occasions as.sunies suchi a disposition as is
nîost likely to accoînplish this vnd.

His a< tions toward Ophelia in the earli<or parts of Mie play
leadl us to coîiclude that lie reallv loved tlîis lionest, truthif tl, and
beautifti! girl. Afterwards lie acts towards lier in a very
diflerent mnanner ; and, aithourh on one occasion he tellsbler that
lie never loved lier, we are forced to conclude tbat, lie was nioved
by somne sucb feelings wThen lie penned hier 1-he tender words:

4Poubt thal t.hc stars are fire;
Doubt that tiie sin does niove;
Doubt truthi to Ie a liar
But never doubt I love."

So that althougb his feelings of love and admniration towards
ber bave changed into those, of a different character, we nilist
renhember that hie wvas a inan of huinan passions, subject to
sucb change; and that these feelings wvere naturally increased.
by the bitter experiences which lie wvas called upon to undergo,
and also by the batred Nvhicli lie had contracted for lier father
Pol onius.

3. Hamlet's keerî perception proves that hie is not really
mad. Wlien the king and Polonius plan the meeting hetween
hlmn and Ophelia in order to con6irm their suspicions a-, to the
cause of bis madness, he irnmediately perceives the object of the
meeting; and the wvords w'bicb lie gives expression to in~ bis
conversation wvith Ophelia ara especially intended to sting the
eavesdi-oppers, whiose presence lie has det.ected. In several
otlier instances this trait of intellect is shown; and it sugygests
to us a mind strong, clear and active, rather. than that of a
madman, as some are pleased to regard Hanulet.

4. The ghost bas enjoined a very clifficul t task upon Baniulet;
aind hie bits to accompiislî it in sucli a way "s to *justify lus course
of action to the public mind, and also to prove tlîat bis revenge
is just. The accomplishmiient of this task wotild require a mini
fixed in purpose and fertilc in r2sources. This Hanîlet shows
that hie possesses in no srn,-ll (legree by the mnanner in which hie
proceeds to " trap the consciciceý of the ld-.nct?"

He must have exercisLd a grreat deal o? patience anà -ztrength
of mmdn in restraining bis raturai inclination of sweepir.g to bis
re«*cne as soon as the glîost had finishied its story. But as such


