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and unfettered exercise of its wvaking facul- The most frequently quoted phenonienon
tiés ; that difficuit mathematical problems, of this description, however, is Coieridge's.
knotty and disputed questions in the science poetical fragment IlKubla Khan." It is.
of morals, abstruse points of philosophy, alleged that it wvas composed during sleep
have (according to accredited testiimony> wvhici) had corne nipon Coleridge while rend-
found their right solution during the soleron àing the passages in Purchas's IlPilgrimnage"
darkness of profound sJ.eep. IlStrictly speak- on which the poetical description was found-
ing, however," says Rosencrantz, Il-intellec- ed, and wvas written doNn irnmediatelv on
tuai problemns are not solved in dreamns, be- awaking; the images (says Dr. Carpenter),
cause intense thouglit is without images, rising up) before hiim wvitlî a parallel produc-
ivhereas dreaming is a creation of images. I tion of the correspondent expressions with-
perfectiy recollect havirig dreamnt of such out any sensation or consciousness of effort.
problems, and being happy iii their solution, Here as in many other cases, the doctors
en deavoured to retain thern in m-y miemory. justify their reputation for disagreeing Sir-
I succeeded, but on awaking discovered that Benjamin Brodie Zoquiit«r: I suspect that
they were quite unmeaning, and couid only in rnany of the stories of the wonderful dis-
have iniposed upoxi a sleeping irnaginiatioii." coveries made in dreams, there is much of

Sir Isaac Newvton is alleged to have solved either rnistake or exgeailn and tIf
a subtie mathematicai problern while sleep- they could have beeil w'ritten dow'n at the

* ing; Condorcet is said to have recognisedi irn time, they would have been found to be-
bis dreams the final steps iii a difficuit cal- ivorth littie or nothing. Knowing howv-
culation which had puzzled hlmi during the imaginative a person Coleridge at ail times
da), and Condillac says that, wvhen engaged %vas, I may, 1 hope, be excused for saying
in bis Il Cours d'él/ude," hie frequentiy de- that it is more easy to believe that he ima-
veioped and finished a subject in bis dreanis gined hiimseif to have composed his poem of
which he had, broken off before retiring to rest. ' Kubla Khan' in bis sleep than that lie did-

aThe foilowinig singular anecdote is related àso in reality," On the saine side Sir Henry-
of Tartini's IlDevit's Sonata :"*- "lTartini, Holland observes: '-Much allowance must:
one niighit in 17 13, dreamed that hie had made Ibe made in these instances for that exagger-
a compact with the devil, who promised to ation which love of the marvellous is s0 apt-
be at bis service on ail occasions ; and dur. to engender."
ing this vision everything succeeded accord- We are inciined to accept the view that
ing to bis mimd ; bis ivishes were anticipated the faculty of judgmient is suspended and

ad bis desires always surpassed by the dormant )in dreams ; for, says the author of
assistance of bis newv servant. In short, hie IlLacon , " lthe niost glaring incongruities of
imagined that hie presented the devil blis timie, the most palpable contradiétions of-
violin in order to discover what kind of a !place, and the grossest absurdities of circum-

musician hie wvas, when, to bis great astonish- stance are rnost glibly swval1owed doivn by-
nient, hie heard him play a solo so singul-irly 'the dreamier without the blighitest demiurrage-
beautifual, wvhich he executed with sucli su- àof the judgmient. I remiember that on con-
perior taste and precision that it surpassed ail versing on this subject with a gentleman of
the mnusic he-had ever heard or conceived in no rnean acquirement, lie infurmed mue of a.
his lifé. So great was bis surprise, and so curious circunistance %ith respect to hlm-
e.\quisite bis delight upon this occasion, that self. He dreanît that hie saw the funeral of
it delrived hini of the power of breathing. an intix-nate friend, and ini continuation of the.
He awoke witli the violence of bis sensations, same dream, lie met bis dead friend walking
and instantly seized bis fiddle in hopes of I i the streets, to whomn he imparted the-
expressing w~hat he had just heard, but in mielancholy tidings, without experiencing at
vains. He, huswever, directly coinposed a the time the reniotest feeling as to the mon--
piece, w%%hich is, perhaps, the best of aIl bis Istrous absurdity of the communication
îvorks, and called it the ' Devîl'.- Sonata.' àneither was bis conviction of that event
IHe kneiv it, bowever, to be su inferior to àslîaken in the siightest degree until hie atvoke,.
ivhat his sleep bad produced that he stated by this astounding proof of its falseliood.»
lie would have broken bis instrument arnd Our pomipous anîd ponderous oid friend,
abandoned iusic for ever if lit could' have fDr. Samuel johnsi~n, related that lie had
subsisted by any other nîeauîis." once iii a drearm a contest of wit witli some-
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