
128 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

get a missioncry. We are agnin disappoiuted.
Wo are very bndiy off for prescàlrs, sud have
too many vacaucies. My second son who was
lstely iicenuscd, is about te be ordaiued to a dis-
trict about 80 miles frein Sydney. Anotther
youug licentiate is ready, and wvc have two
more wluo wil be ready thia yesr. But .we
could take a dozon more. I ami ainused at the
4ourse of 4lleport" iu exaggerating circum-

sanzces. The tablet I got erected to tse mem.
ory of Dr. Geddie was of wood, isung up on
thse wail of the churel at Aueityum. In thse
Canadian Record, it la nowv stated to be marble.
This la oopied in the Free Churdli Uild'ren's
.Reoerd, &c. 1 amn giad the words I chose meet
with such world.wide cclebrity, though I do not
deserve the credit. They were suggcstee& to me
by tise record of au ancient historian, regard-
isig Gregory of Coesarea, tbnt 111there were
ouiy 17 Christians whcn lie weut there, and
thure oniy 17 heatlieus whcu lie dicd.

ROBERT STEEL.

LETTER FR031 1EV. J. ANNAND.

.Aneityum, 7th September, 1878.
We are still cujoying good health and plod-

ding aiong lu our work. We are rcceiviug eR-
couragemeut enugh to make us hopeful for
the future, but not anffilcicut to warrant us to
call upon you to eoc with us. Progresa la
undoubtedly being uae but it la not of sucis
a marked kind as cails for any special notice.
There is very mucli that is dark sud saddeuiug
amouguit us yct ; stili i can confideutly atate
that the work is in n better aud more hlealthy
condition than it was a twclve months ago.
The people are ail quiet sud thcy are attendiug
vcry fairiy to ail the means of grace witbin
their reach. This is truc iu reference to the
'whoie islaud. Since lsst writing you we spent
thrce ivccks in Mr. Inglis' lnte charge. Whule
there I visitcd nil the aclîools on tiat aide thse
lsland-twvcnty-six lu ail. The people wcre
very kdiud to me, sud did ail tlscy couid to
facilitate xuy work amoug tiecus. Tise food
provided was so abuusdaust, that after icaving
one lîif for our frienda there, wc 1aid a good
boat ioad home with. us.-I mention their
liberality lu glving us food, because, that in
the eyca of a native is the ve ry strougeat
evidence of goodw~iil that they can possibly
sbewasperson. Thetse people are not exactly
epicureaus, but thsey do ccrtaiuly give great
attention to tIc t1iings thnt perili.... I con
ciseerfully say tliat 1 founui christianity lu a
more hesitby state amongst the mnass of the
people than 1 cxpected. As is the case on our
own aide thse ile ail the dibtricts are flot
equaily advanced. Howcver giving an impar-
tial atatemeut as to tise relative condition of
ûke two aides, I mnu t ss.y tisat there are a

greter number of -the encampments fartber
edvsnced on the Aune aide tban on our own
aide. There i3 a smailer proportion of wild
young men on that aide aise. Still the worst
district on the wbole ilie belongs to that charge
namely Ananunse. Even there ail is quiet
now ; and whcn 1 prcached there a fortniighit
ago ail the people attencled the services, even
ail those whow~ere cugaged ix lheathen dancea
iast year.

W1IIOLE ISLAIZD VISITED.

I have now visited evcry encampment on tbis
iliand, forty-eight in ail. Though the isie à
ouly about thirty-two miles in circumfereace
by water, yet that statement gives but a very
poor ides of the actuel distance by the matine
patha, or of the labour cxpended ln waiking
around the isiand. Thîis ile la just one mas%
of high hill and deep ravines. The iightst
peak ia 2788 feet. Some of the achool-houss
are down in the ravines wherc the bis rise
ahnost perpendicu1àrly more than a thousaud
feet on escli side ; %vhile otiiers are situatcd as
sheltered nuilca on the bll aides. The sccnery
la grand ini soine parts of the isiand. \Vhile
visiting the Anuame charge 1 took a ncw cea.
sus, which reveais anythxng but n hopefui pres
pect for the future of thlese people. Since
October 1876, wlien Mr. Inglis conpieted bis
laut lista until the iuiddie of August, 1878,
there have been eighity-two deatha nand only
thirty-one birthis. The total population ncw
on that aide is 622. It la xîot the oid sud the
feeble alone thiat are ayimng but all casses,
the xnjority being young people. A Tear ago
we bad 604 on this aide, so tliat yon sce the
total nuniber is falling cvery year.

DEATLI OE WILLTAMU.

'While we were staying at Annanie,WVilliamu,
an eider and chief, whio %Y.s home to Britais
withi Mr. aud lirs. Inglis soine seventet n yean
ago, dicd after oniy twenty-four hioun iflncse.
Hie hnd been suffcing, for sc.me time lirt viou5lî
with Rheumatisin in luis leg3 and fcet, l'uit ivas
able to wnik about. On s Weducsday iaight
lie tcok wiiat seeined lile a cramp in bis fet
and legs which graduaiiy extended over is
whoie hody, sud on the next niglit lic died.

MyVe did mot kncuw that lie was seriouiy ill un-
tii he was dead. He had charged the partits
waiting upon hlm not to tell tise E peithathei

as il]. Hie %vas a very intelligent native, aîsd
tise one who bas doue more tissu nny other Io
Fpread thse gospel on lbis ovrn aide dic island.
You may remember something about bus from
letters pubiishcd years ago. The p~eople res5
pected hlm more higisly than they do any ont
now remaining. Their mourniug for hum wài
aincere and proionged. Perhsapa a few woidi
descriptive of their cistoms with thse dead nigui
mot be uinterusting to yon.
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