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HYMNOLOGY

The Rev. Dit. RFiD) rend ov-ertures on
Ilymneiogy frein the Synods cf Ottawa and
Montreul, and Hanmilton, and London, aud
frein the Presbyteries cf Hamilton, Parip,
Miransichi, sud Whitby. Mr Laing (Dlun-
das) eupported the overture frein, the first
naine1 Synod, w-hieh w-as as fol lows:

"Whereas. it belongs te the Suibrcmn Court of the
Church 'to deal w-ith nmatters of? couànon concern
to the Church respecting woréhip, and particularly
respecting the service of praiso: and whercas,
at the ime of union it w-as rcsol; cd 'that
furthor action' in this inatter 'should bc left in
the logislation of tho united Churh:' -. here.-s_,
aIse, a great variety of collections of làyznns arc ln
nse in the saveral congregations and Sabbath
Sohools. and soe of theso contain hyînns of an
objeotienable charactcr: whcrcas. further, it in
expedient and dutiful that an effort be nmade te
seouro uniforînity in the service of iraise, as fair as
possible. and te have only sncb bymns uEed as the
Church can approvo ; thèrefore, the Prcsbytery of
HIamilton u-spectfully evertures the vencr.îble thp
Genomal Assembly indicted te incet at Hamnilton in
JTune noxt, to censidcr the best %way for providing a
bymn-beook for the use of sucb cengregations as
may efit tause bymns. At the snine bine taking
ordor ihat ne other collection than that st, î,rnvidcd
sali be here.,fter introduced in the service ef

~iran the congrcgatior.s and Sabbath Seheols of

Mit. LÂmunG clairned that the Asseau-
'bly had fulil povers te, proceed in this mat-
ter. Theywere introducing neinnovatidon.
The use cf hymus had been already tacitly
sanctioned by the ternis of tLe basis eo
~Union, an w-el as by use and %vont in nani'
cof the congregations. and it -an noir toc0
late te att.enpt te diealiew them. What
-wan contemplated by the overtiires uvan tc
.att.ain, if possibre, greater uniformity in the
service cf praise tbroîmghoust the Chiurch,

-an-d to prevent the introduction cf hymuns
-cf an objectionable chamacter w-hich'w-rr
ifnding, their w-ay into nmodern collections
-especially in the books ured in eorne cf thc
18abbath schois. It was not Eouglit, lie said,
to force thse use cf a hyun- bock% on an3
cengregation, nor te prevent any frein usiný
the boks they now had, but rasher, te pro-
-vide a collection w-bich the AEsernbiy couic
roconmmend to congregatiens deeimeus cf in
treducing the use cf hymns, and he kn)e%
there 'wore such congregatione, Lis owi
being ameng tbe number.

MR. AaMUtiRracG supperted the overturi
from Syocd cf Montreal and Ottaw-a. Hi
held that it was thse duty cf the Assembli
te regulate the character -)f the bynmns uei
in the Churcli, and hoped they w-ould ente
upon the connideration cf thé question a
once.

Mu.. MCMuLLKu.; (Woedstock), w-ho m-e
presented the Presbyte-y cf Paris, couid ne

bsee why Le abculd lie provonted frein prain
ing Qed iv. caret ully prepared werdn cf hu
iman composition and at the sanie time b

perrnitted to offer prayer ini his cwn Ian-

g uage. While he venerated the Psalnis o!
Davgîd, and would ho sorry t e c them isu-

persedeat altogether by hyas, lie feit that
it required christiane of mnore than ordinary
inteliigence to sig orne of these psaltîîîs
to edification. He riplieved the chîîrch mat,
now desirous of proceeding in the directi:u
iiidicatt d by the overtures, and tiiat tlîey
sîtiglit as n cil try to drive baclz the geriàl
inthiences of spring, as attenhi)t. to extin-
guisli that desire by legislation.

MRt.RerER. appeared on behalfof the Pres-
bytery of Whitby. He hield that there ivere
ouly three courses open to the AEEembiy:
firet, te, stop the use of hyrnus aitogether,
which coulTdnet be coul ernpiated for a nîo.
nment: second, to let thinge go on as they
wvere, w-hidi wvas undesirable: and, third,
te, prepare a good colIrction, and that %vas
w-bat the Assen:biy ouglit now te do.

Mr. Mu.sco FRAsER. mas thoreiighly in ac-
cord w~ith the last speaker. He would suin
up ail lie had to zav on thie subject in one
brief sentence: "9 o-W' the day and nowv's

*the hour !'
PRISNCIP-L OÂVÏ.n w-hile frankly avowing

that bis sympathies iay in the dircction of
the overtures, %vas or opinion that the As-
sembiv shouid proceed with the greatest
possible regard to what w-as constituttionai,

-and with tender regard to the consciencea
cf the brétlîren w-ho differed froin theni on
this question. He thoughlt the mnd ofthe
Churcli should lie fuily ac-certmined as te
w-bat lne oi action w-as the lîest tnat could
lie taken. Hee had unlinuited confidence in
the wisdom aud forbearance of the Church
at large, and w-as not afraid te, trust the
low-er courts with the discussion of tihe,
or any other subject that might be cousu-m
tutionally brought before them.

MT. BLACJK (Montrea> suggested thsss the
remit le sent to Sessions aise.
rThe MC-1iFaSAToR. said it r-truck hum that
Principal Caven's motion miglit lie con-
structed xvith a more careftml reference te
w-bat lie might cail in Eorne res-pects, the
coustitutional position of the Churcli in
regard te the subject. Tusp renmark broxught
both the learned clerks to their feet. Dr.
Reid read from the Basin of Union, to show

Sthat the %Vbole systeni of hynmnology w-an
Ssubject completely te the legielation cf flue
SAssenaily. The overtures Po"'iuted in a cer-
rtain direction, aud they must assume that

r the remit w-euld be frauned accordingiy.
PaRoFnseap M.&oKrnalus cited miles of or-

-der- in -support of the constitutionaiity of the
t procedure contemplated by Principal Ca-

ven'e mZ,.p
PRNCIPAL GRtANT conceded thse const:tn

e t ionai point, but que8tioned thse exp. diency


