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3. B. Loprohon, Bag,, the S8scrotary of tho Parlia-
pontary Coramitteo on Wino.

Si,~I have the honor to acknowledge
your communioations propounding certain
questions in relation to Mr. DeCourtenay's
succoss in tho oultivation of tho vine, and
in producing wine from the fruit. I sub-
join my roply,

Queostion 1. In the fall of the year 1861
I wort to exawiuve some wild vines, then
about to bo taken into cultivation by Mr.
DoCourtenay. The plants were of consider-
able ago, and hud been growing for soveral
yours where thoy stood. They had soveral
branohes of fruit, soarcely any of the grapes
being larger than the head of a common
pin.

Late in the spring of 1862 T again visit-
ed the sume vines, still standing on the
same exaot spot. They hud beon pruned
with a very unsparing hand, and showed 2
very handsome prowise of fruit thut year.
The cuuse of this lust visit was a very
severe und unseasonable frost, and I went
to eee the effect produced on the vines.
They were in very full blossow, but, though
icicles were still hanging on sowe parts of
the vines, they had suffered nothing. I
again visited the same vines in September,
1863, when they were loaded with bunches
of grapes highly colored, and the grapes,
individually, as Inrge as I bave scen themn
in the wine-growing parts of France. I
had the ouriosity to watoh the gathering,
and the making of those grapes into wine,
which wine would have been pronounced
good in any wine-growing country. In
1863 1 again watched the making and fer-
mentation of Mr. DeCourtenay’s wine, and
I kept two bottles of it till the spring of
1864 : it proved of superior quality.

Question 2. I consider it highly desir-
able for Cinada, in which country I have
now resided 43 years, that the fostering
hand of the Government should be extend-
ed to gncourage the cultivation of the vine,
and thus produce the inevitible result of a
new, a very extended, and a very benefisial
national industry.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,
R. B. Jornson.
Quebee, 13th June, 1864.

To J. P. Loprohoa, Eiq., Clerk of Committee, Logis-
lative Assembly.

Sig,—In answer to your communication
of the 13th inst., I beg leave to return for
the information of the seleet Committee

upon vino culture the following answers to
questions which they have done me the
honor to propose—and have the henor
To romain, Sir,
Your obedient humble servant,
W. P. DECOURTENAY.
Queheg, 14th of June, 1864.
Answers,

1st Question. In March, 1863, I pub-
lished a pamphlet upon “ The Culture of
the Vine, and Mmigration” which [ forward
for the intormation of the Honorable Com-
wittee, hoping it may prove that since the
publication of the sessional papers. alluded
to, of 1860, No. 22, * I have demonstrated
in a praoticul manner the corrections of my
views,"”

In the first instance :—

By oultivating successfully, not only the
wild vine of t e country (now so fully ap-
presiated in Europe), but moreover seversl
delicute varieties of Huropean vines, and
proved that they may adapt themselves
without difficulty to the vigor of this cli-
mate.

And in the sccond instance by the manu-
facture of goood sound qualities of wine
trom the produce of the above-mentioned
cultivation.

I must new beg leave to call the atten-
tion of the Honorable Committee to the
happy results obtained in Canada West by
the indefutigable exertions of my much es-
teemed friend, Mr. Henry Parker, of Clair
House; from whom I beg leave to present
a letter containing facts of such importance
a8 to render any turther observations of my
own upon question No. 1 altogsther unne-
cessary.

I can not, however, refrain from express-
ing my conviction of the incalculable ser-
vices rendered to Canada West by the
energy and perseverance of Mr. Parker in
briuging to o successful issue so great an
cnterprise, and which will one day render
his name a “houschold word ” npon this
continent.

At the same time I beg leave to forward
for the information of the Committee, a
gtatement I have just received from Paris
of the proceedings of the agricultural dele-
@ates of Europe there assembled, by which
it will be scen that experiments upon a
large scale and in numerous localities have
satisfied the learned delegates.

“That a general introduction of the
.orth Awerican vines, would be of the
greatest advantage to the wine-growing in-
terests of lurope.



