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., TOUR READERS.

- Again we stand upoté the thresnold of
a New Year, and netwv duties and responsi-
bilitics are opening out beforc us. The
year 1852 has been numbered with the
past; aud who can tell what of change
tnay be ordained to take place during the
yearon which we havenow entered ? Who
of our many readers can tell what of bles-
fing or of sorrow may be in store for him?
To some will come trizls and suffering—
to some, reverses and misfortunes—to
athers prosperity will be added; but to
all will be measured out that which will he
best for them, though to human compre-
hicnsion the deerees of Providence may
seem mysterious. The present scason is
indeed one which should lead to reflec-
tion. A few more grains have fallen
from the hourglass of our days, another
portion of the bricf space allotted to
mere mortal existence has passed away,
and who can fathom that [uture which
lies before us ali?  Ere another year has
come, many a heart, which now boundsjoy-
ously, will have ceased to beat, and many
will have lost for ever the oppotlaonitics
for laying hold of life eternal, which
this cur eanthly sojourn is graciously per-
mitted to afford.  Standing then, aswedo,
in the twilight of the Old Year, with all
its cventsTushing rapidly in review before
us, we fecl deeply the responsibility
which may be imposed on us in the con-
duct of & Journa), which will psss under
the view of 80 many readers duoring the
easuing year.  To please themall we hope

not, but to benefit some we shall humbly
strive. It shall beour aim to place Lefor -
them materials for thought—suggestions
for action-—materials which may help -to
keep before their minds the one thing
needful. The conductors of a religious
Journal occupy a deeply responsible posi-
tion—they are called to forge one of the
many chainsof influences by which Society
is linked together. Alind iseveractingand
reacting on mind~—impressions are being
given—characters are being moulded, and,
when s trifling word inny, humanly speak-
ing, shape an immortal destiny, how care-
ful should the conductars of the press be
of all that they spread before the public
eye. \When there is so much of compro-
mise with the world—when scientific
wnters and sccular periodicals avoid
religious topics—the religivus press should
give Truth nouncertain sound.  The ser-
mon reaches hundreds, but the periodical
reaches thousands.  Tha press, that
mighty engine for good ar ill, is active in
the service of the worldling. the indiffer-
ent, the sceptical,and the opealy irrdigi-
ous. Infidelity and vice 2re puuring forth
by its means n polluting flaed. To coun-
teract it in some measure, the Religious
press has a solemn duty to perform, but,
to accomplish that end, the Religious
press must recgive a warmer and more
cordial support. Why should Scrular
periodicals circnlate by hundreds where
the Religious periodical scarcely follows
by tens. This should not be; every
family should have a Religious periodical
as g regular visitant. Let cvery reader
of such an one procure but a single sub-
seriber, and the result wonld beastonish-

ing. And yet which of the readers of*
any of our Religious periodicals is possess--
ed of so little influence over his friends:
or neighbours as to bo .unzlle to
accomplish this? But, if the conductors

of the press have duties to perform, the

readers have duties too. At this, the

dawning of a New Year, let each one, as

he enters on a new fraction of the ¢ few

days™ which arc allotted to man’s exis-

tence, examine himself, ponder his ways,

and ask himself the momentous question,

“ How fares it with my soul.” Let cach

one ask himself, * Have Ilaid hold of the
hiope set before me;” and, if in humble

faith he can answer, < Lord, I believe, help

Thou my unbelicl,” oh, let him also
remember that man lives not to himself*
alonc—that he may not stand aloof from

his fellow-man, and zsk presumptuously,

¢ Am I mybrother’skeeper®—thathe may

not pass by “on the other side ;" but that in

the busy turmoil of life, in the anxious

strife of gain, when interests clash and

Jjostle, there is many an opening for the:
kindly hand of the good Samaritan, many

an opportunity for scattering bread upon

the waters, which after meny days mey bo

found =gain.

We trust our fricnds will exert them-
sclves in remitting the subscriptions for
the coming year and extending the circo-
lation of this periodical. Our jastissuo
was directed in red ink to such partics as,
we believe, were in arrears.  Errors may
have occureed, asweknowto have beenthe
case in one or 1wo instanees; but ol such
will be cheerfully rectified, as soon 23 weo
ore informed of them. We gare’



