as the royal city till David won Jerusalem
from the Jubusites, when the seat of empire
wan tramsferred 1o that place.

We were np uext naraing at the first
dawn, and visited the towsn, It is situated
au the stope of the hifls that bound the
valley to the east, and is trregulaety built.
The must promivent object, as well as the
most interesting, is the old mosque, which
evidently occupies the site of an older
building. A laege portion of its wally is
of mmcient masonry, the stones being
hewn and bevelled, and n all respects
similar to those vet to be seen twlouging
to the Temple at Jernsalemn.  This mnosque
is very generally beleved 10 be buift over
the cave of Machpelal, and Christians,
Jews and Moslems agree in honowring 3
us the burial-place of the great patrisuch.
The six sepulchres of Abeabam, Isaac aud
Jacob, and of Sarah, Rebekabh and Leah
are said to be distingnished from one
another, azud have even been described ;
but Mehammedun fhnaticism sages more
violently at Hebron than ever at Jerwa-
Jem, sothatstace the crusades no Christian
has been penmitted to enter this great sanc-
tuary of the fithful, and we have not tha
evidence which precludes ait doubt. Souge.
where here centainly must be the cave of
Mo hpetsh, Under the mosque is as likely
as any uther place, but at present au Jeas:
we caauot speak with greater certinty.
The two pools or reservoirs which now
sapedy the tababitaats with water are eve-
dently works of great autiquity, snd the
soutbern one s said to be that on which
David hanged the murderers of Jahbosh
cth.®

But one of the principal objects in Ile-
bron or the neighbourheod s the tice
called Abmlaue’s Oak. It i tree of
enorinous size and great age, and, tirowing
aside the many legends connccted with i,
woe can recognize 1t as the last represems
tasive of the oaks of Mawmre, which once
prohably covered this plain, and under the
shiade of which the patriareh was wont to
pitch his tent. From Hebron we squrned
throngh the valley of Esheol, and saunter-
c¢d over the same hidls and valleys we
crossed the day before, until we agnin
reached the puools of Solaman, and they,
taking the path to the right, we followed
the bne of the oid aquedacs which skirts
along the defite of Uttas, and entered
Bettdehem from the south,

Bethichem is only about § miles south
of Jerusalem, and the sord leads through
an interesting and  picturesque  vegion.
Immediately on the other side of Bethlchem
is the well or cistern for whose water
David longed when in the cave of Adul-
lamd  The wells of Palestine preserve
their identity through the many centunes
of its history, no doubl in a great measure
owing to the tecky s0il in which they ate
cut; and they are indeed the public cist-

* 2Sam. iv, 12,
{1 Choon xi. 1%,
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erns to which all resort, nnd still the
shepberds bring their flocks thither to
water, and il the wosnen come with their
pitchers and sit on their mareins amd talk
over the village go-sip.  We passed the
geoly said to mark the tomnb of Rachel,
who was undoubtedly buried somewhere
near bereyd and then came 1o the convent
of Mar-Elias, whichk stauds on the brow of
a hill frem which we obtained a view of
the holy city. The road then leads
across the valley of Raphaim, and over the
nareow ridge which separates it fiom the
avine of Hinnom, then by the pool «f
Gibon and up the opposite ascent, and en-
ters the city by the Jatla gate.

MISCELLANEQUS.
AUSTRALIA.
Relivious Stafistics of South Sustralia,
The following statistics of the “ Religions
of the peaple of Houth Anstralia™ have been
publistied ta the Government Gazetle :—

adults. children.
Chureh of England....... 23,205 20,292
Romau Catholies......... 9,608 5,989
Wesleyan Methodists...... 7,629 6,693
German Lutherans..... .. 6,230 5,005
Indepeandents or Congre~
gationalists ........ eae 3,339 2,029
Church of Scotiand....... 2,766 2,055
Free Church of Scotland.. 2,222 1,915
Bible Christiang..........  2,i133 2,081
Bapusts........ vessseess 1,858 3,565
Primitive Methodists. . ..., 1,84 1,831
Chrisliab¥.eaccann, ceane 886 732
Loited Presbyteriavs..... 83> 6917
Unitariand....... tvaateas 304 189
Hebrews (Jews)..... veaen 210 159
Moraviaus......iiveieaas 132 85
New Chureh (Swedenborg-
Socicty of Friends.e.veans - 84 40
Other Derominations ..... .. 339 234
Mohammedan nnd Hagan.... ity 18
Religions not specificd....... 668 722
Coambined Total..... PR 117,967
Omissions and Travellers. ... 1,033
Total Population..... 119,000

MISSIONARY STATISTICS.

The Presbylerian Herald thus summs-up the cx-
tent of the work nad the number of labaucers
employed in she Forcign Missionary ficld.

if we comeo figures,we will find, compuling
whe population of the Globe at 000,000,000,
that of this number Paganism lins 600,000,000,
Mohamedism, 120,000,000 ; Judaism, 5,000,000
Chiristianity 275,000,000, But, uvpon lecking
more aarrowly, we find that of the nowinal
Christinnsoniy 85,000,000arc Protestanis, while
the Romanistsare §35,400,000, Armeuninns, Nes-
lotians, &co, 5,000,000 ; Greck Ghureh, 50,
406,000,

1f we praceed next to inguire what the 83,
000,0000f Protestants are downg for the con-
version of the rest of the World, the answers
will be as follow 1 —

Tolal number of Ordained misstenarics. 1,400

" Assistant #.ea.. 1,000
v Native Helpers....... 2,500
" Communicaats in Mis-
b slonaty churcbes.. 181,000
« Scholass in Missionery
.« 3cbools. ... -0hl o 182,000

¥ Gen, XXX¥. 16-20.

79

1f, in the next placs, we inquire in what pro-
portion this work has been performed by the
several Protestant Churehes, we wiil fisd that
the various Congregstional bodivs in this
country and Furope have senl ont—DMission~
arieg 366 ; e Episcopical ehurches—~English
275, Americun, 19= 294 ; Methodist churebes—
English Wesleyan, 107, Amerienn, Nonth, 32,
South, 20=189; Moravian Misswnaries, 158
the various Presbyterien churclics, over 400,

To the wissionaties, as staied above, izusc be
added the assistants and putive helpers, whom
we will not now cnumernte, but will procced to
point oul 1he missien-fickds, and give the sta-
tistics of cach as nearly a3 we ean. The folo
fowing are the principal places where missions
have been cstablished s

American [usdians, Miss. and Assistants  38%
w “*  Commanicants .... 9,868

" 4 Scholars to schools. 2,437
Africa, Missionaries and Assistants.... 435
# Navive Helpers........ [P 116

“ Communicants. ....ovvevaneaa. 24,389

¢ Scholars .......... vasiesene. 24,618
Asie—Indiy, China, &c,, Miss. and Asts. 212
# Native Helpers.ooooonoooaa... . 1,875

# CommunicantS. c.ecenn... ceees 23,203

» EScholars......... Ceesaresson 84,137

Islands of the Pacific Ocean and China Sea,

Rise. nod Ageist.aviiaaaaaa. 201

4 Native Helpers............ 533
A8 Conmumi. 308 e caaeeeann 42,518

“ 8 Scholdr8aeusnnniaans vennss 53,446
West Indies and Guinna, Miss. and Assist. 355
% Natire Helpets.o.oooaeae... 236

“ » Communicants..... vorannas 16,072
6 Seholars.caeiiiaiienann ... 16,868

In contluding ihis exbibit, it way interest
our renders to know that of the whole num-
ber of Protestant missionaries in the World
thase sent out by the English-speaking coun-
tries are 1,006 + German, 321 ; Frenel, 151 and
that of the English-speaking missionaries the
Taited States send out 300,

POETRY.

[Sclected for the Presbylerwn.
ATRANASILS CONTRA MUNDUN,.

r—

By the tate Dr. Grores Wisos.

O Athanasius '—thy (0o subtle creed
Makes my heart tremble when Thear it read
And my flesh quivers whea the priest proclums
God’s dvom on tvery unbeliever's head.

Yet 1 do honows thee for those brave wards
Agmnst the heretic so boldly hasled,

“Though no ane clse behieve, 31 hodd my faith,
1, Athanasius, against the world.”

It was not well to judge thy fellow-men,
Thar wert a siafo) martal like ws all;
VeageanceisGod 8; none but Bimscif dothknow
Qa whom the terrors of s wrath will fati.

Bat it was well, betieving as thou didst,
Like standecd-beares with thy flag unfurled,
Ta blazan on thy banners those heave wards,
« §, Athanasiovs, agawmst the world.”

Thy faith is mine, but thal is not @y theme;
T'is thine example ¥ would preach to all;

Whatever cach belicres and counts for true,
Of things in heaven o7 earth, of grentor small.

If ke beliere i, let bim stand and say,
Although in scotn a thousand lips are cosivd

Though no oaue elsr beliere, 111 hold wy faith
Like Athrnasiug, against the world!



