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of our church, Considering their number,
our natives have, wo think, done very well
this year.

The various clagses have been kept up re-
gularly, viz., that for the candidates on
Tuesdays aud Wednesdays, and Mra, Mac:
Kenzio's clueses for women on \Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Friduys, also her school for
tne children of our ncarvest neighbours, as
well as our usual adult and children’s schools.

“Tho work nmongst the remaining heuthen
is much more hopeful than it was when I
sent you wmy last report. We now vigt
Meli regularly, and for some time have not
met with any open opposition.

In the carly part of the year their opposi-
tion was very viplent. One one oceasion as
tho teachers approached their village, »
number of them rushed down to the beach,
armed, and threateved to murder the first
one who should land. Not long after this
one of thechiefs who had never mauvifested
any hostility, came to Fila, when some of the
teachers just referred to, asked him if he
would be willing to receive a present in or-
der that he should allow them to land on his
side of the little island (Mel). \When thosa
hastile, heard that he received the present,
they were very much coraged at him, and
threatened to drive him away. He replied
that he was ready for them whenever they
wished to make the attack. There was
nothing more done, w.awever.

Shortly afterwards one of thosc most op-
posed, ceme to me, complaining that by giv-
ing that man a present, we were making him
a higher chief than the others, T replied that
such was not the case, but that it was mere-
ly to be allowed to land on the island, and
thatif he would he wiliing to receive a small
present we would give him one too. I then
explaioed to him that our object in going to
his village was not to prevent thew from en-
gaging ia their feasting, &e., in which their
hearts are so much ret, but to tell them
God's great love in sending 1lis Son to die
for sinners, and that when they understand
this, they will of their own accord, like the
other villages, give up their old ways. To
this he assented, and since that he has been
much more friendly.

The only other part of our side of the is
land still heathen is Imtang.  You may re
member that when some dozen or moie na-
tives of that district renounced heathenism,
three or four years ago they were obliged, on
account of the opposition of the hewthen, to
move to Brakor. I took two of thesa into
the training c'ass, with & view to sending
them back as teachers, so soon as God_in
His provideuce should open the way. We
visited them from time to time without much
encouragement. Early in the present year

however, we found that a change had comeo
over some of them, and when two of those-
driven away, roturned in the capacity of
teachers, the friendly ones supplied them

with food, and assisted them in  erecting o
house. And one them did more than this,

ho gave o present of pigs to two of the prin-

cipal men of the village, who were still hos-

tile, and who came to the teachers thireaten.

ing to spear them. We have nowa fair pro-

spect of sreingy them all gothered in,

No. of Communicants ................ 158

¢ admilted during year ...... ..o 26
¢ Baptized ... e ... 38
« in candidaves’ class ..... ceeee... 40
¢« in Christian villages, about ..... 500

J. W. MacKEeNZIE.
December, 1889.

LETTER FROM MR. ROBERTSON.

SypNEY, Australia.
To the F. M. Commitlee, Pres Church,
Canada. Eastern Division . —

Dear Brerurey, - I feel Towe an apology
| that for sometime past I have not written as
| fully and frequently sbout eur work as I
i ought to have done.

For the neglect of this clear duty to my
beloved Church in Canada, I am indeed
sotry. Sickness in my fumily and much
bert work alone prevented me writing to
you, and prevented me also from writing to
many S. Schools, W. T. . Societies aud
personal friends that for six years have fully
supported 34 teachers on Brronanga.

1 find now that it is not what we would do
but what is possible, that must be attempred
| in this as in other matters.  \Woik presses
daily upon all missionaries everywhere and
when that is done that cnanotbe left undoue,
both budy and ind are too often incapaci-
ated for any more work or thought. ‘This is
especially true of all who toil in warm moist
climates and among degraded races where
there cannot be, for at least the first number
of years, anything like a true division of
1 labor.
| Before leaving this subject of letter-writ-
" ing, I just wish to ask all who have been, or
i are now supporting my teachers would do me
just the great gindness of writing us a few
lines as they may have time, giving full ad-
dress and that so far as they may he able
they will continue to help us in this great
and good work. Several friends have dis-
continued sending their annual 8§25, and
emall wonaer when I never wrote to thank
them. But, oh, if I could now tell them how
full my very heart has always been, and still
continues to be, of the decpest gratitude to




