
THE BUSINESS SITUATION.
WINNIPEG, SATVRDAY AFTERNOON, May 5,
Seeding is about finished in the west, and

the early sown grain inshsowing Up well. In
the eastern districts of Manitoba further delay
has bEen caused by more rait), and there in
considErable seedirig to do yet. The buik of
the crop bas been put in the ground in good
time and under favorable conditions. WVarm
raine have brougbt on vegptation rapidly, and
the general condition is well advanced for the
time of year. So far as can be learned this
eariy ie the season, the prospect is for a con-
siderable increase in the area in crop thic year,
over aey past year. Speaking generally, the
crop outlook in favorable, both as to condition
and area. In the northwestern di4tricts of
Manitoba, Manager Baker, of the Manitoba &
bTrtbwestern railway, says reports indicate
an increaEe of onethird in the croparEa. Navigation is now open at our
lake SupErior porte. The first Canadian
Pacifie steamsbip Jeaves Owen Sound forFort William to day, followed by snother
steamer on \Vedneeday next. Stocke of general
merchandise will thertfore scon bc replenished
by the cheaper water rnute. As the tariff de
late at Ottawa in eearing to a close, merchants
will eut long bc ht Id in suspense for fesr of
furtber chan)gcs. The tariff liat in ecw well
througb with. Liquors, tobacco3, animaIs and
agricultural producte, farmn produce, nuts, gî o
ceries, books and papes, chemicals, earthen-ware, inetals, cutlery, hardware, je!wtlry,
wood and minerais have already been cout3ider-
ed clause hy clause. Sugars, textiles, wool,fish, sundries and the free list remain te becoesidered, but few if any changes are likely tobe made from the bill, jedging from the waythe debate bas gone se far. The expot ofcattle bas opened quite briakiy, andis. likely te exceed previous years, ifpricesi are at ail satisfactery. The laizormarket bas been somewbat (-xcited this week,ewieg to a heavy reduction in the CanadianPacific raiiway shops here, nd the amalgama.
tien of thec street railway cempanies wiil aisetbrew a number of men eut of employment. Agcod many men are therefore out of employ.
ment. On the other band, the Vuican Iron
WV'rks, tbe mont important local industrialin.e
stituti-n, bas starýýed up weîk in ail depart-miento, witb a consideral iy increased staff.Building and treEt imprevemeet are aiso beingengaged in ou a larger scale, and giving em-ploymient te an incr(ased number of men. Alocal strike is reported of painters and paper.baugera, due to a reductien in wages. Theleading city hetels are rEported te have re-duced wages 20 per cent, wbich will proizahly
apply principalîy te temale help. Thetendency of v ages is iower for do.mektic help, and tbe supplyis e na-terially greater than ever before-in factfairly liberal ý%'bile money is generally re-
Urted te be scarce, one ùid establisbed Win.
nipeg bouse reporta collections. for April thelargeest ever made by the firm in aey previeus
year. It in aise interestieg te note that thecity cemptroîîer says that despito the talk ofbard times the citizens of M'innipeg bave paidtheir tax -a more promptiy tiîan in any previeus
year.

In the United States the strikes ef ceai andiren miners bas further aggravated the depres-
ed induatriai siLuatinn in that country, andcemipelled a number of establishments to closedown for lack of gof t ceai and coke fuel. Brad-street'à thie week says cern, oats, cotten, coffeeand refined sugar are ail lower and weol andseme varieties of woeilens and cotton gnodaare heavy, witb a marked tendency ef wtakerprices. Offetting the feregoing are uncbanged
prices for pork and lard, a firmer but unchseg.
ed price for rice, raw ougar je higher, anthra-cite ceai firmer, bitu minous ceai higher and
5jcarcer,

Winnipeg Iarkets.
[Al quotation,,, unlese etherwise specified, are wholesale for such quantities as are usually taken by retail1 dealers, and are subject to the usual reduction on large

1quantities and te cash discounts.]
7 DRY GeoDS-Local trade je quiet, and ad-

3 vices f rom the country retailers indicaàte a duliseasce, wbicb in te be expected dnriniZ the seed-
ing time. Returusa are net suffi iently te handte say m:ich about payments on May 4, as a
good many remittances are usually a day ortwe, and semetimes longer. behind hand. Tbecountry trarle bas net been educated te beprompt abeut attending te îppr, expecting
that the wholesale bouse will arrange the not 'e,consrquentîv even when it je the intention temeet paper a geod many retailers seem te thinka few dtaye' delay ie a matter of indifference.
Wheiesale bouses will in a few days begin teget [n tbeir early shipmeets cf fali goads, andit will not be long before travellera are eut
with fai sanples. In tact, reports frein tbeeast scate that some hunes cf fali samples arenow being sbown by travelier@. In the weat,bowever, travellers ceuld hardly expect te domucb this eariy in the seaseni with faîl sampies,and it seema like dliscounting the future tocbeavily te place orders this eariy. Ie Mani.toba there will be this year a streng desirete hold off erders as late as possible, te see howthe crep now going into the greund turne eut.

Dauce.s -Opium continues te decline. Therebas been an enermeus over importation into theUnited States. Castor oil je very lcw. Creai-ntartar in advancing. Ced liver oil je very firm.
GjRirE. ;Fauî[TsCaliforiiia oranges, aà imdi-cated last week, have been firmer, and arequoted 2 5c bigher. Bananas are about 25olower per Lunch. Maple syrup of a wide rangeef qnality je jn the mnarket, Go',-od syrup jeofl'ered ien vood at about $1 î>3r gallon, and upte 81.25 for choiceet in gilon tins, but lewerqualit;es are ebtajeable as low as 7,5c per gallonie bulk. Rbubarb oc pie plant basosed at80 lb. Prîces are: California oranges, $.50te $3.75. LPmoes, new Messinas, $500 te$5.50. L'ananas, $3.00o te$3.75 per bunch.Pineapples, $4 te $4.50 pr dczeýn. Californiacomb honeV, $850 per case cf 48 sections.New mapi le sugar, 13 c per pound jeinl.b,cakes.

BoOTS AýNtI SîîoEs1,.'he serting season basbeen iight, exccpt in rubbers, which have bada g,)od sale in the city trade, owing te thelong spell cf damp weatber. The saine fea-ture wbicb bas incre-ased the sale cf rubbersbas reduced the sale of the fine c'aie cf shees,as during this muddy weatber any eld sboein goed eneugb te wear under rubbers.Travellers are now working, on fail ordera.
PAINTS, OILs, ETC.-.The eastern trade jeunsottled 8tili, cwing te the celupetitien andcutting 'vbich bas been the meet important

feature cf late. Lieaeed cit was le lcwer east.The dissolution cf the turpentine and linseedcil association in Ontario je noted elsewhere,
and prices there are much lower ie consequence.
Linseed cil je quoted at 53àc for raw and 56cfor boiled delivered Toronto. Turpentine, lisquoted at 41 te 42o delivered Toronto, said tebe the lowest price ever touched, a drop cf
about 5c.

IRoN, AND HARDWARE. -The presenit deýpression in the United States je remarkable 1for the very iew prices cf maey lunes cf(
atapie geode, bnt it in doubtf ni if any clasecf goode are quite as low ai iron and steeltgoode. White the iron &nd steel trade ineEngiaed and Scotland appears te be improv.ing and puices Atronger, there je ne improve
meut ie the UJnited States and prices are fwonderfuily lcw in comparison with formerMprices in that country. As a ceesequence, aCanadian buyers ind tbey can do better in cthe states than ie (sre-at Britain je eucb uines tas steel plates, wire heepe, tubes, boiter aplates, etc. The Canadian trade je awaitieg Iethe conclusion cf the tariff debate, and as tbe hpresent is a seasce when local bouses ueually e
repienish their stocke, the uncertainty je a great

1-

annoyance. Local bouses wouid like te place
large ordera for maey staple uines, but
they are afraid te do se je case cf further tariff
changes before the debate is fieaily clied.
Canadian p*g iron je lower iu comparison with
imported goode, than fermerly, and importa
wiIl likely ha con îidcrabiy redaced je cons(-
queuces. The movement je the direction cf
break ig up the aeeociatio as appeari te be gain.iug apace. \Ve have pî-eviousiy noted the dis-solution cf the cut eaul assciatien, the bariron association, the, clothes wringers' associa-
tien the white lead association, tbe paint
grindere' association, and now three moreassociations have g,)ne te pieces. Thesje arethe Oatario iin3eed cil associaqo i, the Ontarie
turpertine association and the mirror plate
association. As soeaCinadian or lera fornails have beau placed ie the States it wi 1 be
ict-ýresting te learn that the ieading eail man-ufacturers cf t'iat coun'ry are je session at(Cleveland. The obj et je te raise the price cfnails, scercely any prifit,, it je said, havieg
beecnmili e thein for somne timi. The ceaiand iron striLes je the Unitad States areaffecting tha iron markets there, and late'r ne-prerte stata that har and manuf&ctured iron areirnner and bteel beilettes and Resisemner pig mron
$1 higher. The tariff debate at Ottawa on thematai and hardware duty wae concludad yester.day, withont aey further impýrtant changes
reperted by teiegraph.

LUýMBFR -The fasture cf the week je the de.struction by fire cf 8 000,000 feet cf pine luin-ber ie the yard cf the Ribt Portage miii cf theOntarie & Western Lumber Co. The fire madea clean sweep, not laaving a board or stick inthe yard. The miii buildings wara fortunatelysaved. Stocks cf lurebe- on baud at the Làkeof the Woods mille bave therefore received asudden reductien frein an unexpacted quarter,but the quantiLy cf inuber on hand je stiliheavy, aggregating probably weil up te 50,000,.
000 feet amoeng the different euh', len viaw cfthe taniff situation and hsavy stocks lef t thissuddeu rcductioi cf the available eupply wiilnet exert a strengtheeing influance up'n prices.
No change à'n freight rat3s lbas been secuirel
yet. but from, Prasicient Van H.rne's remarksduring hie viait bere thie week, the case doanet sacin entirely hoelees for a reduction ierates, When asked about tha gi-aie rates h)asserted positively that ne reduetion wonid bemade, but when queetioned about the lumber
rates hie was non committal, and said the mat.ter wculd be iookpd inte. This gives seme
hope ef a possible reduction cf tberate on lumber from. the Lake cf tbe%Voode milîs te Manitoba po&ets. Thelumbermen teck advantage cf Mr. Van Horee's
visit weet to imprees upan hue. the need cf alower rate, ie view cf the tariff changes. Theyaek a reductien frein the present rite cf l5japer 100 pounde frein the mille te Winnipeg, te8e par 100 pounde, with a preportienata reduc.tien te pointe we3t ci the city. They point tethe fact that lumbar je earried frein Ottawa teMontreal fer about cee third cf the rate from
Rit Pocrtage te Winnipeg, though the distanceje pi-acticaiiy the sanie je eacb case, and daim,that an 8 cent rate to Winnipeg je net askieg
toc nsucb, as it weuid stili ha about 60 par centbigber than the rate given by t4e company jethe East, No change bas been made je pricea
yet, awaiting the decision cf the company iethe matter cf freights, and sueo the final con-clusion cf the tariff debate at Ottawa. As re-gards the tariff, it is new aseerted that thetwenty per cent. duty on fleished Lim.ber will ha collected on the full
value cf the humber at the mille.
lT4ose wbo cdaim te bave insida information
fron O.tawa, say that this je the way thegovernment have decided the peint, theugh it
appears that at cne time the intention wae te
charge the duty eniy on the diffdranca betweee
tha price cf drassed and rough lumber cf the
samie grades. It ie îeperted that sme gccd
Bized orders have alu-eady bae placed with
Minnesota lumbermen, frcm, Manitoba dealers,,-
and we may therefore exp set te ese imperted

(Centtinue(& on paye 80J].)
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