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Vaxcouvver, March 30.—I%uster week has
had a quictening effect in trade, and even the
Legislature nodded. Weather has takena very
favorable turn and farming and gardouning has
commenced. ‘There will be a vory active
demand for labour and material for building all
over the Pcovince tiis summer, and extonsive
preparations in that direction are apparent.
Victoria and Now \Vestminster as woll as Van-
couver will experience this boom. Your cor-
respondent predicts that it will double for 1891
the record of any previous year. Business is
fecling the impetus of this already. Onc
evidence of it is aeen in the unusual demand for
money, loans an real estate, to meet building
requiremencs.  Merchauts report collections
stow and the cause of it is the amount of money
being invested in building lota and homes.
Residential property in Victoria is particularly
in good demand. A good deal of speculation
is going in lauds lying adjwcent to the tram-
way route between Vancouver and New \West.
mioster and also in propert in South West.
minstee.  Victoria i3 just now in a mild whirl
of excitement over the proposal of the Northern
Pucific to enter that city by way of Port Crescat,
ferrying a distance of nino miles to Beacher Bay
to which point the F. & N. Railway would be
estended. A bonus of something like one
million dollars will be asked from the city, and
the proposition in some form will be submitted
ina few days aud likely to mecet with a good
deal of favor. It is thought that if tho N.P R.
mekes a terminus of Vi:toria the C.P. R, will
be forced to do the same. A tnove is on foot,
too, to start an ex:ensive cceamery at Saanich ;
also one at Chilliwhack, and the promoters are
confident of success, An event occured last
week of considerable consequence, viz, the
death of Dr. Whetham, Vancouver. He was
a pioneer of the city, deeply interested in nearly
every phase of its commercial and industrial
life, vice president of the board of trade, an
owaer of mining property and with all very
public spirited and a promoter of everything
having for its object the development of the
province, His loss will be severly felt.

Business is generally in a healthy coadition,
and with the opening of spring will come the
benefit f the largely iocreasing trade of the in-
terior. Navigation and communication are not
opened up in many places. The northern trade
is more promising than usual and several
steamers now regularly ply. With the open.
ing of navigation the Hudson's Bay Company
intend putting a new stesmer on the Skeena.
With the large number of settlers who have gone
on all theislands of the coast and the increase of
logging, the coastiug trade is developing rapidly
and will be more considerable than ever.
Flour and feed are firm, and so are all classes
of provisions. Quotations are . Flour—Victoria
Mills, Delta brand, §5.; Vortland roller, $5.40;
Snowflake, §5.40; C. & C., $5.25; Manituba
Hungarian, $6.40; Manitoba strong bakers,
$6.10; Oregon superfine, $4.50 ; wheat 334 per
ton ; oats, §33; barley, 833; corn, $40; chop
feed, 835; bran, $21; shorts, S$28; potatoes,
325.

Very little change is reported in mea's,
which are steady aand firm. Rice, oranges
and lemons, and low grades of tea have advanc:
ed owing to scarcity in primary markets. Can-.
ned goods are higher in stock and advancing.

local demand for lumboer is strong, but the
foreign demand, owing to weaknoss of prices
and lack of tonnago is light at present, iesh
eggs are choaper than usual at this season,
owing to increasc in poultry business; good
butter scarce and largely depondent on the
Californin supply.

Freight Rates.

Following are the freight rates in conts per
100 lbs on wheat, flour and millstuffs from
Minneapolis and St. Paul, to the place named :

Via Mill.

wankee

All - Acress

rail.  Lake
Millwaukes or Manitwoe . L.eveieiaes 10 10
Chicago.. . . ... v eeeae . 10
Buffalo and buupanslon B ridgo P A1 P &3
Athany and Treoy.... .... cer . 34 32
Phitadelphia .. . el 8331
Maltimore ... «evnvie o R 11 2
New York.. T 3 33
Boston and l'-mhud cevss oo i 3
Utlea ..... Ce e 2% w0}
SYTACUSC. o0 viveer cienn v oaes wes ees 3) 28
Rozhester .. .. .23 2}

Caraing and Clmira ... s eeeaees B1Y 20y
Fremont and Lincoln, Neb . . L L, vsr 27

Grain and Milling.

The farmers’ oloevator schemo at Arden, Man.,
has fallen through. Suflicient stock could not
be sold.

Two hundred and seveanty five thouss~2
bushels of grain have been marketed at Ra_.d
City, Man., this wiater to date. The buyers
expect to get over 25,000 more.

The now oftices of W. \V. Ogilvle & Co., in
Moutreal, were opened with a banquet recently,
During the dioner a number of his employees
marched into the room, carrying a beautiful
brass mounted oaken caskzt. This was fouad
to contain a piece of plate--a silver bowl of
hetoic size, chased und engraved. It is solid
silver, fifteen iuches high, two feet in diameter,
and valued ac §1,000. It is decorated with
tassels of wheat, crests of the provinces and
pictures of the firn's mills and branches. This
was preseated to Mr. Ogilvie, the head of the
compuny,

Two or three weeks ago Tiue CoMMERCIAL
criticised a ’etter in the London Miller, from
AV W, " Rackford farm, Port Arthur, “W.\W.»
now writes this paper charging that we have
misquoted himn. He says he wroto that it was

the “largest and best portion of the Northwest- *

ern crop that is going to feed the mills of Min-
neapolis,” and not the “*Manitoba” crop, as we
put it. His information he says ‘‘was gained
from farmers who sold their wheat to go to
Mioueapolis.” The explanation does not im-
prove W, W.” ridiculous position, unless he
weans ‘‘porthwestern States”’ wheat, which
evidently he doesnot. The useof the vague and
geographically misleading term *‘Northwest,”
which is sometimes applied to the territories
west of Manitoba, and sometimes to Manitoba
and the territories combined, will not nmake
any differencs. The wheat crop of Manitoba
and the territories is governed by the same
conditione as to murkets, freights, etc., and is
one and the same crop.

The advaace of 3¢ in currants in New York
has stiffened local holders, says the Toronto
Empire, They are now asking je better
figures—G$ to 63c for barrels,

Vanconver Board of Trads.

At the last monthly meecting of tho board,
president elect, John Hendry, was installed.

Communications wero read from H. Abbott,
General Sucrintendent of the C. P. R., stating
that he had forwarded a map on which were
marked the shacks on the foreshores. From
the Manufacturers’ Locating Bureaw, offering
to exhibit specimens of the products of this
province in their show rooms at Chicago for 825
por annum,

Svoyey, N. 8. \V., Jan, 20th, 189).
To the Secretary Board of Trade, Vancourer,

Dgar Sir,—Seoing the progress now being
made towards tho establishmeut of tho fast
Cunadian Pacific Mail servico from Vancouver
to Australia, we are now forming a committeo
of mercantile gontlemen who are desirous of
opening up trade with British Columbia and
the Domianion, and have much pleasuro in ask
ing your kind favor aud assistance in supply.
ing us with information in reforence to the fol
lowing :—

lst. Dominion tariffsand probable exports to
Australia via Vancouver,

2ad. Quantity of fresh salmon caught adja.
cent to Vancouver terminus, wholesale prices,
otc.

Jed. Quantity cases tinned salmon exported
to Australia via San Francisco,

4ch. High class fish and game, wholesale
prices, ste.

&th, Fine dressed lumbers, doors, wintow
frames and sashes, shooks, staves and truit
cazes all inbundles, ete., quantity manufactured,
wholesale prices, ete., whether manufactued
adjacent to Vancouver terminus of the steamenrs,
and any other information you may be pleased
to furnish us with.

Sydney, Brisbane and Fiji exports : —

1st. Frozen mutton, bulter, fruit.

20d. Wool, wines, sugar copra. If sugar
refineries are crected or likely to be crected in
Vancouver adjacent to the steamers, etct Are
oil mills erected or likely to be erectsd in Vaa
couver adjacent to the steamers, ete.

3rd. Sisal, hemp and flax. \What demand, if
any; market price, ete.

4th. Winea. Shall be piessed with a special
report in refercaco to this  Weare turnmg out
in these colonies first class wines, snd in the
course of a few years will be one of our principal
industries.

5th, Have you cold storage rooms in Vancou
ver adjacent to the steamers ? Our committee
are desirous of promoting a profitable trade be.
tween Australasia and Vancouver and vice verwr,
and we have, therefore, taken the liberty in
seeking the necessary information with a view
to this object. In conclusion, we shall esteem
it a great favor il you will comply with our
request.

Mr. Cotton moved that the matter be left for
the council to go into it, and take such steps as
may be necessary, and then report. Carned
The Chicago commuication and the matter ot
shacks was also left to the council.

Xlr, Berteaux was clected vice-president to
£ill the vacancy caused by the death of the late
Dr. Whetham.

Fred., Cockburn, manager of Dun, Wiman
& Co.'s agency, was nominated as a new

member.

A discussion then ensued as to the best man.
ner to receive W. C. Van Horae, of the
C. P. R, who would be out here at the arrial



