
British Columbia Trade Letter.
N'A-icottiv5t, Marcîr 10.-I-ascer week hec

had a iquloenlng affect in tracte, and aveit the
Legislatuire noddadl. Waeather hastaken avery
favorable turc anI fsrming antI gardenitg lias
commencad. Tihore Witt ho a very activa
ttemntu for labour andi nstarial foi building ail
over the Province titis %unmr, and extensive
praparations in that direction are apparent.
Vi'ctoria and Naov WIestminster as well as Van.
couver ivill exparience thiq boom. Vaur Cor-
respondent preuicts that il ccill double for 1891
the record o! any prtvions ycar. Bunsiness ie
feeling the impetils of titis alrcAdy. One
eviclence of it le sean in the uinnesus demand tor
money. bnans on reai estate, ta meet building
requiremencs. Merultaute report collections
slow and the cause of it i!o the ainount of money
baing invested in building lotit and homes.
Rasitîcutial prnperty in Vietorie, ig particularly
in gond ticnan, A% gond deal of speculation
is going in lands lying adj icent ta the tram-

wvay route betwecn Vantcouvcer and Newv WIest-
iniwster and aI%o ini prapert;ý- in South WIest.
Ininster. Viutoria is jnst now in a milci whirl
of! axcitement aver lthe propusaI of the Northern
1'acitic ta, enter that city lsy way of Poart Crasent,
fenrying a distance of nine miles to Beacher Bay
ta which point the F. & N. Railcvay cvould be
extanded. A bonus of someîhing like oite
million dollars wilI ba asked tram the City, and
the proposition in somte form villb ha ubmitted
In a tew days aud likaly ta trict wîth a gond
dcal of favor. lt is thottght that if the N. il R.
makes a terminus o! Victoria the C. P. R. will
bu forcad ta do tIce ate. A maya is on foot,
ton, ta start an eavantivc cramery at Sacniulth
aigu ana at Çhilliwhack, and the pramotats are
c,)nfidcnt of suicceas. An avent accureil lest
weak of uèon.iclrable coneequence, viz, the
death of Dr. IVhAtham, Vancouver. Il. wvas
a pioneer af tha City, dceply interestedl iu nearly
evany phase ot its commercidl and industriel
life, vice prasident of the board of trade, an
owner o! mining property anl %tih ail veny
public spirited anti a praîtoter o! everytlting
heving for irs abject the clevelopntent a! the
province. Mils tois Witt ha seerly telt.

Business is generally in a healthy condition,
and with the opening of epring will cama thc
benefit 'f the largely iocrcasing tracte of the in-
tenior. Navigation and 2oininunication are Dot
openad up in many places. The norîhern tracta
is mare promisiog titan usual and saveral
steamers now regularly ply. WVith the open-
inig of navigation the ltidson's Bay Company
intenct putting a newsare tmr an the Skeoa.
IVith the large numberùc, setîlers cvho htave gone

on ail the islands of the coast and the increase o!
lagging, the coastiîtg t rade is developing rapidly
and will be more cansiderable than ever.
Fleur and fead are firm, and s0 are aIl classes
of provisions. Quotations arc . Fiant-Victoria
Mille, Delta braud, S5.; Potltand rolier, $5.49;
Suowvflake, $5.40 ; C. & C., $525 ; Manitoba
Hlungariau, $6.40 ; Manitoba strong bakers,
e6. 10; Oregon superfine. $ 1.50 ; wheet $34 par
tan ; cette, $35; barley, $33 ; Cornt $40 ; chop
feed, $35 ; bran, $24 ; shorts, $28 ; potaroas,
$25.

Very littla change ie reportait ini meals,
which are steady and fir.n. Rice, oranges
and lemons, and 10w grades o! tas, have adlvanc-
ed awing ta scarcity in primary markets. Cen.
ned goode arc higher iu stock anI advancing.

lAcal denitnd for Inuber is s'rang, but the
tereigu demand, owing ta weskýnees o! pnices
and lack o! tonnage is liglit at present. I',s 
eggs are cheapar than ical at this soutont
owing ta incraee in poultry business ; gond
butter ecance sud largely tiepeuclent on the
C;ahifarnna supply.

Froiglit Rates,
Pohllwiiag are the freiglit rates in cents par

100 lits an wlicat, lotir anti milîstuTs frnm
Minneapolis nuit St. Peint, to the place named:

Via 3111t.

Ail Aercs
rail. Lakte

Min ttkee or 1teuit we.............a 10 1
G,Iie»oa.. . ...... ..... ........... 0
Buffaio and Suy.eîîsion --ridgo.....25 23
Allin)a>nd Tey .... ............ .. SI %2
pliliscielîil............. ..... ... .... si 3
iijItiniore.............. ..... T 3 S
New Yark ..... ............... 3r
i1toil andl '.trtind ...... ..... ..... 40 vi

Syrwt-e . .......... ..... .... ... ... 3) 2
Ite'heelter .... ........... ... . . ..sql 261
ccclngit IImtira - ..... 31S --)

The tarm)ers' elevator acharne at Arden, Man.
lias fallen titra tgi. Suflicient stock could not
ba sold.

rTva hundred and sac-enty fivo thouso-d3
busheas a! grain have beau merketeil et Ra.,A
City, Man., this wvinter ta date. The buyers
ex pect ta get aver 25,000 more.

The new oilices ot %V. %V. O.,ilvle & Ca., in
Moentreat, were opened with a banquet recenîly.
During tlic dinner a number of bis amployecs
marchait mbt the room, carrying a beautiful
bruss mounted oaken casket. Titis was founcl
ta contain a piece of plate--a silver bowl of
haoe size, chasad eand engreved. It is solid
silver, fitteen iiuchcs high, tîva tact in diameter,
andl valuaIe ar $1,000. It le deconated 'with
tassaIs ot whaat, cresta of lte provinces and
piclurea of the flrîn's mille and branchee. Titis
was prcseured ta Mr. Ogilvie, the head cf the
Company.

Ttra or thrc wcaks ega Tux COMMERCIAL
crititised a 'tter in tlie London Ufiler, front

IV. W." ,ckford tarm, PortArthur. I.V"
now writcs thie paliar charging that~ehv
rnisquoted hitn. Ho says ha wrote that il was
the '"largest and best portion of the Norîhwcst.
Crn crop that is going ta feed the mille of Min-
neapolis,' and not the «"ŽIlanitobt" crop, ab wc
put it. Ilis information ha sys "1was gaincd
froin fariners wlîo eold their wheat ta go ta
linceapalie." Tite explanation dace not un-

prove "W. W." nidiculoue pabition. tinlete ha
ineexce «"îorthwastcrn Statea"' wheat, which
avidentîy ha des Dat. The uscot the vaRue andl
geographicêtlly înisicading term 'Northwesît,"
which le sometimas applicd ta thex teinitarias
wast af Manitoba, and somatimes ta Manitoba
and the territories combinad, will not mire
any differanc.;. The wbeat crop of Manitoba
and the ternitories je governed by the sae
conditionr as ta mzsrkats, frcights, etc., aud is
anc and ta saine crap.

The advanca a! Re in currants in New York
bis sliffaned loca holders, eays tite Toronto
Empire. They are now askiug je botter
figures-6j ta 6.je for barrais.

Vanoonver Board of Trade.
At the laut monthly meeting of flhe board,

plesidcnt elect, John Huedry, was installait,
Communications were read troii H. Abbott,

Gecral Socrintendent of the C. P. R., stating
that ho ha't forwarded a map on which wcrc
mnsrkect the shacks on flic foreshores. Froni
flic Manufacturera' Locating Bureau, ottexing
ta exhibit specimens of the produets of this
province in thclr show roonis nt Chicago for 811
par annum.

SIVDNry, N. S. %V., TJan. 2#311, 1891.
To the Secedarti Boaril of Tratie, Y'ncoit, .

De'.n Szn,-Sceing tho progrees now being
made towards the establishment of the fast
Cainadien Pacifie Mail service froam Vancouver
ta 4ýustraliû, we are uow torming a committec
of mercantile gentleman who ara desirous of
opOfling Up tracte with British Columbia and
tha Dominion, and have much pleure inukt
ing your kincl favor aud aisistance in supply.
ing uis with information iu reference ta tire fol
lowing:

let. Dominion tariffsand probable exports to
Australla via Vancauver.

2ud. Quiantity of fresh salmon caught adja.
cent ta Vancouver terminus, whokesalo prices,
etc.

.1ed. Quantity cases tinned salmon experteil
to Australia vaSnFrancisco.

4th. Iligh clas liait and gamet wholale
price, etc.

i5th. Fine dressad lumbers, dloors, winoîow
framas and ashes, shooks, staves and fruit
cases ail inbundlcs, etc.,quantity inanutactureti,
wholasale prices, etc., whether manufactue.f
adjaccntto Vancouver terminus of the steiavers,
and any other information yout inay ba plcasetd
ta turnish us with.

Sydney, Brisbane and Fiji exportsa
let. Frozan mutton, butter, fruit.
2nd. Wool, wines, sugar copra. If suigar

refinaries arc crected or likely ta ba erecteil in
Vancouiver adjacent ta the steamers, etc ý Aie
ail mille erectcd or likely ta ba ercct8d in Van
couver adljacent ta the steamers, etc.

:lrd. Sisal, hetnp and flax. 'Nhatdemanti, if
any; mnarket price, etc.

4th. WVines. Shall ba ptenad with a apeeiti
report in ratarence ta this WVe ara turning out
in these colonies firet clas wines, aud in the
course of a taw yeara will be ana ot aur principal
industries.

5th. Have yau cold etorege roinse in Vancoît
ver adjacent ta the steamers ? Our cominittee
ara desiraus of prinoting a profitable tracte ha.
twecn A ustralasia and Vancouver and rice e,
and wa have, therefore, takan the liberty in
seeking the neceseary information with a visew
to this abject. In conclusion, we shtaîl eteen
il a great favor ii yen wvill coniply wvith aur
re(loc8t.

Mdr. Cotton moved that the matter be leait for
the counicil ta go inta ic, and take such ànteps as
mnay ha nessary, and thon repart. Carrîed
The Chicago cammuication and the matter ai
tîhacks was alfa left ta the council.

1:r. Berteaux was ceccted vice.presideut ta
flîl the vacancy caused by the daath of the lmie
Dr. Whetham.

Fred. Cockburn, manager ot D)an, iisti
& Co.'e agecy, was nominated as a newv
member.

A discussion then ensuad as te the best mtani
ner ta receive WV. C. Van Horne, af the
C. P. R., w~ho wauld bo ont haoe at the arrn %al


