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tlîan was necessary te provido for the
natian's expenditure. -It was thereforo
plainly the duty of the governient ta
reduco taxation. Tho pratectionists nat-
urally hecaîno alarined as tiiese vast an-
nual aurpiuses cammonced to Pite up.
Something must bo donc, and eitlier the
expenditure wouid have te hoe grently
increased, or the, revenue reduccd. The,
reduction of the custams revenue wvouid
not suit the monopoiists who wvero re-
ceiving the benefit froni the genoral taxa~-
tion. TIu'y must devise otiier sceomes
ta avercaine the difficuity, and one af tho
first af those was the agitationi ini favor
of a repeai of the internat revenue taxes.
An ngitatiun was also kept up by the
protectionist argans in favor of increascd
miiitary expenditurc. These joui-nais
soughit ta alarirn the people by getting up
war scares and expatiating an the wea.k
nature af the national defences. They
wvanted a powerfui navy built; the coat
line and houndaries 'vaiied in by a sys-
tom af fortifications, and the country
turneci into a inilitary camp niter the
style of Europe. This in the sanie aid
spirit of protection, ta tax the many for
tie benedit af the fow.

But the good sonse ai the people af the
Unitedl States in evidently about tu assert
itseif. Thoy do not propose te ailow
thenselves ta be taxeci for the purpose of
turning their coutr3!nto an arsenal, for
the, benefit oi a few nionopalists. The,
new tariff bill provides for a reduction in
the costoms duties which it is estimated
'aili reduce tis annual revenue from this
source by about $53,00,000. A fui-tuer
reduction af revenue by the repeal of
internai revenue taxes wilI, iq rade of
$25,000,000. A considerable number af
articlea are added to, the free list, sanie of
which are:. Tumber, luinher, sait, flax,
hernp, jute, tin plates, roap, liemp and
flax seed, petroicuni, artificiai minerai.
waters, manufactured cinys, vegetables,
game àets and poultry, papor pulp, lime,
marbie, woois, hair, etc. The duties have
aira beeîî rêduced ou many articles ai
motai;, textiles in wvool, cotton, linon, etc,
earthen and glassrare, chemnicahs, wvood-
enware, printing papors, grocer's and
other sundriès. The duties on sugars
have also been reducod fi-oni one ith ta
ane cent per Pound.

la the internaI i-avenue departmnent,
the tax is repealed on manufactured
chewing and emoking tobacco and snuff.
The spocial tax on demlers lu these articles
is aIsa repealed, au ýwvell as on dealers in

leai tobacco. Speciat taxes on manu-
factures af stills andI rotait denlers ini
liquors ara aiso removcd.

TVio mont inmpartant point in tlîis now
tariff bill aflcting trado Ibativeen Oanada
andI the United States is '.le placing af
lumber on the frec list. The effeet af
thisw~ill bo simply ta, put two dollars per
thousand into tho pockets af Canadien
exporters af lumber te the Uniited States,
as it in not at ail likoly that luniber lI
underga any reduction in price in the
latter country, in consequence of theo ie-
moval ai the duties. This advantage, te
Cauadian. lumbommen wvill no doubt ha
offset by an advance in the value ai tumber
limits in Canada, owing ta, the probable
deniand for linlits froin United States
manufacturers.

Ail those in Canada who desire ex-
tondod trade intercourse bet'ven tlîis
country andI the United States, on broad
andtIliberal principles, andI frce fi-rn the
objectionabla features ai the propesed
Commercial Union scheme, wvill hiai wvith
delighit this tariff reforni mavement.* The
cultivatian ai trade relationship hetwoen
the twvo English-speaking divisions oi the
Amorican contipent, on sucli principles,
should certainiy ho te the advantage ai
bath couittries, andI especially in the West
wvill meet wvith general approval.

The repart of s1îu commission appointed

ta take evidence regnrding the advisabiiity

ai farther legisiation te go vern railvays,
bas been laid before Parliamnent. The

repart advises the erection ai a raiiway

tribunal; by greatly increasing the powvers

ai the pi-osent 1tail'vay Comniittee cf the

Privy ('ouneil, and tha passing ai a gene.

ral railway aet uncler whiclî new corn-

panies shahl be chartered, instend of grant-

ing specini charters, The commission

recomnxends that a unifarni classification

ai freiglits bc estabilished for ail mail%% ay

companies. In reforence te tariffs, tho
commission heliae the interests ai com-
moi-ce will ho hest served by leaving the
rilways coxnparatively free. They reccam-
mentI that railway companies niay mako
andI estabîish tariffs, subject ta the ap-
pi-aval andI revisian of the maxima rates
by auch tribunal as mny ho constituted.
lRegarding the long, antI short haut, ques-
ti in, the commissioners fin that it is
inexpediont to adopt a mile of equai mile-

age rates. It is advised that discrimina-
tion between individuals under like con-
ditions bc effectively prohibited, and

puniasied by nevero penalties; also dis-

criminations of an unjust or partialriature
botween localities, under like conditions,
hoe prohibitcd. Secret spes-ial rates, the

canimissioners think, sbould bo declared

illegal, and ail special rates should bo
mrade public on demand. Complaints of

extortionato rates and discriminations to
be referred te a tribunal, whoso decision

shali ho final. The abolition of free
passes is advised, axcept te niembers of
the federal oz provincial -overninents.
Tiiese arc the Ieacling pointe in the report
The question is certainly a difficult one
te deal with, aoving to tho veet imnper-
tance of thu railway interests: in its
mnanifold bearings upon, the commerce of
the country. Some of the recommenda-
tions of the committee are very good as
far as they go, but in other respecte the re-
port will ho disappointing. Greater logis-
lative contrai over the railways, espeeially
inthedirection of proventing discrimination
and extortionate ratesý, is e.vidontly noces-
sary, but it in equally evident that it is a
diffleuit rnatter te lay down a set of ruies
for the gavernment of such cases. In the
matter of rates, many Canadien railways
are subject ta coînpetition froma water-
wvays ayid the United States ronds, and
for this and other reasans a certain lati-
tude must be allowed. What is required
in this railway problem is the eorcise of
commnun sonne, applied to the varying re-
quireinents of the différent cases which,
may arise. Instead of fixed ruIes, it

'oId thereforo seeni necessary ta bestew
great discretionary powors upon the pro-
po.oed raiilway tribunal. By ailowing the
tribunal niuch ]atitudé, a just docision
could ho arrived at in instances where a
cast iran rule could not bz followeA. By
extending the powers af the preont~ Rail-
wvay Cammittee, the proeosod tribunal
would be under the contrai of the Gov-
ernment, and not an independenfr railway
commission, as ini the case of the United
States Railway Commission, undej- the
Interstate Act, In providixig raiiway
legrislatian, the abject is, ot te Iiimper
the railways, but te prevent themii .from
using thoir vast powers ta the-detiment
of individuels, townsar districtsj,',d the
country -,enerally. Te do this -without
harnpering the railway interest, or-certain
raihway interest, je the ,gréat difficuIty.
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