THE COMMERCIAL.

Kk Growing Wholcsale Centre.

The statement {requ :ntly made, that “Truth
is steonger than fiction,” has become « truism,
and in roviowing a history of the uew world,
inany instances will bo found to venfy this.
Especially when we turn to the western portion
of the Novth Amarican continent and learn of
its wonderful progi ess; of civics springing uy as
if by magic; of the peopling of whole distiicts,
which were marked “unexplored region=' .n
the maps that we studicd at school deaiuy our
carly childhood; of the establisamont of tl.riv-
jng busibess ceaties, with all the bustle, con
fusion and excitement incident to the whirl of
trade and comiaerce; with thousands and tens
of thouaands of busy people constantly throng-
ing crowded thoroughfares; with their boards
of trade or ' .anmbers of commerce; with their
noisy ca'. voards, where men congregate to
sp-culate u graia and provisions, with stock
exchanges, where wealthy men ave sometimes
made pavipers, and occasionally a risky ventur-
r secures a competence in a day, in the latter
instance a'most sure to be lost iu as shott a
time; wi'hi te ecinyg factories and workshops,
whoso tal. ciimueys send forth black clouds of
smoke day and night, and where the wheels of
industry never ®ease to rovolve. And all this
taking place within the mcmory of compara-
gively yorng men, and at a locslity whicha
short time before was either primeval fo.est or
virgin prairie. Is it any wouader, then, that the
tales of Sinbad the Sailor appear to the reader
a8 mild pleasantries in comparison with the
astounding facts presented in the rapid devel-
opment of the great West aud Northwest ?

Waile this development of compavatively un-
known regions has becn going on so constantly
and rapidly, it may natucally be cxpected tha.
wholesale commerce i1as also been expaunding
and branching out juto new fields, and es:ab-
lishing ceutres of supply in the newly peopled
districts. The merch of commerce has follow-
ed closely in the trail of the westward flowing
tide of emigration, and no longer are the cities
of the Atlantic seaboatd the sole and ouly
competitors for the growing wholesale trade of
the country, Towns of grecter or less import.
ance as wholesale centres have been growing up
in the interior, and at puints then regarded as
the outside limit of organized trade, only in a
slort time to be succeeded Ly other centres
further beyond these again. Indeed, castern
merchunts have found it nccessary to either
amove westward or establish branches at piinci-
pal points in the intevior, in order to protect
their trade.

Twenty-five f[ycars ago such a thing asa
wholesale cent e could not be said to have ex-
isted west of the Mississippi River. Now, such
places not ouly exist, but are numevous, St.
Paul, Minneapolis, Dubuque, Davenport, Des
Moianes, Cedar Rapids, Council Bluffs, Kaunsas
City, Denver, and probably a dozem other
places of less importance, all do a thriving
wholesule trade, and the number of such places
is being constautly augmented. The wonder-
fully rapid development of the wholerule trade
in the west, and the circumstances attending
it, has becn cauro fos surprise even to those
bust informed as to the sbundant and varied |

resources of tho couatry, while the uninformed
can hardly credit what hes been publisted ve-
specting its progress. Minneapolis, now the
largest city mnorth-west of Chicago, ond the
largest primary wheat market on the contin-
¢~ lates its evistence back some thirty ycars,
while, with o o adjoinisg city of "¢, Paul. the
two form = .clically one wholesale and wanu-
facturing sentee ranking among the lmgestinthe

country
Follcwing the tide of commerce from the

places juc” referred %o, the next point of im-
portancy as a wholesalo centro wil! be our own
¢ity of Winnipeg. Less than .. quarter of a
century ago tho lor-lity was kaown only to the
voyageurs, traders and trappers of the great far
company which ther: held sway over the land,
us the leuding supply depot and head centre of
the said company. The iminense territory,
which she now supplies with wercantile com-
modities, wus known to the outside world as
the *Great Lone Land,” aud to the Hudson’s
Bay Co. aud its employecs as a preserce where-
in to carry on their trade in the fors and sking
of the wild animals, which, with the alrost
equally wild Indians, were its only inbabitants.
The one is now a ropulous and prosperous
city, with a wholesale trade represented by
nenrly 100 institutions; the other, a vasy segion
still sparcely populated, but dotted with thriv.
ing towns aund villages, from the Red River to
the Rocky Mountaias, and from the United
$iates boundary to the North Saskatchewan,
Thus the great region, which wes supposed to
be so cold, barren and inbospitable as to render
it valit for the residenc s of civilized communi-
ties, has been brought under the sway of com-
merce, and can beast of a wholesale centre of
no mean proportion, while the parties who
were intevested in holding the country asa
preserve for the prosecution of its fur trade,
and whose object was to keep tho outside
world in darkaes3 as to its resources, are now
shasing in its commercial advancement.

The history of Winnipeg really cominetices
in the yecar of 1870, orat the tine that the
Nortuwest Vecritories were brought under ‘he
control of the Canadiar Government. Previous
to that time the trading post, which existed at
the site of the present city, was known as Fort
Garry., ‘The Province of Muuitoba was carved
out of a portion of the Northwest Lerritory,
Winnipeg was made the capital thereof, and
forthwith she started on her carcer of develop-
ment, commencing with a population of about
230 souls. From that time forward her growth
has been steady and rapid. Aunything like an
established wholesale trade, however, cannot be
said to have existedlicre peevious totheyear 1880
Before thatdate wholesale business, if it could be
called such, was done by travelliag traders, who,
with ox-carts lozded with goods suitzble for
the waats of their Indiun and Half-breed
customers, or for the white residents of the few
straggling scttlements, started out ouce a year
on their tours through the country, These
traders, or peddlers as they might be termed,
disputed the field with the Hudson’s Bay Cv.,
which was their only competitor. The capitul
ists who cume here in the carly days, wero
mostly of the barnacle class, speculators, wio
sought to increase their owa wealth, withouv

regarda to sho prosperity of the couctry. Hence
legitimate trade outerprises wero frequently
neglected in the furthering of wild-cat wciiemes
of various kinds. § unce this class of parasites
bave been shuken ofl, he wholesale trade here
has wade greet strides i+ its establishment and
developm -nt. During the year referred te,
wholesa'e trade began to assumo an organrized
form, and at the close o 1380, after a year of
prosperoas activity, the jobbing institutions of
the 2ity numb-ered about wwenty. By the close
of 1881 the number had giown to 50, and with
the commenzement of 1856 a total of 87 whole-
sale institutions were in the field.

In other columns of this paper will be found
full and cumplete accounts of the cstablishment
and dovelopment of Winnipeg as a trade cen-
tie, with spccial reference to tho trado of the
past year. Tothose unacquainted with the
facts the story may ecem extraordinary, but
yet the dovelopmenc of wholesale trade hero
has only just commenced. ‘Lnc proportion
which it may and will assume, is as incompre-
heusiblc to the uninformed as are the boundless
prairics to tho residents of the c:ewded coun-
teics of the Old World, It can only cease to
expand when there is no further fiuid for deve-
lopment in the mighty region, of which Winni-
peg is the commercial capital. Situated iu the
centre of a continert, midway betwcen the
Pacific and Atlautic oceans, the gateway to &
vast agricultural aud ranching country which
siretchea n thousand miles westward, and near-
ly twice that distance north-westward, whose
resources are only beginning to be known, her
possililities are truly illimitable. Then add te
this the fact that, owing to the nature of the
countey to the cast, Winnipey is located at o
point over 1,000 miles wess of any pluce that can
ever become a wholesa'e coanercial centre of
importance. A refevence to one bsanch alone
is sufficient to show what may be expected
from the future, and we select the grair trade.
When the central point or largest primary mar-
let for wheat commenced to be moved weat-
ward fronr The Atluntic seaboard, it followed
the route of navigation along the great lakes
from Buffalo onward to Chicago, where appar-
ently a fina! resting place had been found. But
how delusive this idea, for we find that, leav.
ing the great lakes, the largest primary wheat
market is vow located at Minneanolis, a jamp
northward of over 400 miles. Another little
skip of less than that distance will bring it to
Winnipeg, whither it is now travelling. As o
ivoof of this, is will be scen thot our grain
trade has alrezdy outstripped every other line
of commerce, avd is advancing with leaps and
bounds. Theve is not only a possibility, but a
strong provability that Winnipeg willetno dis.
tant day be the leading graio centroof theNorth
Amerizan continent. With a rsilway t0 Hud-
son’s Bay as one of the probabilities of the very
near future, Winnipeg would undoubtedly be-
come in a very shor time, one of the largest ve-
ceiving points on the continent, vot ouly for
grain, but other products, such as flour, butter,
cheese, hog produots, beef, hides, etc., and
many other watural products of the gveat
Nortbwest, which would be shipped by the
shortest route to the Old World. Inm retura
manyfactured goods would be brought i, and



