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A Growlug Whkolosale Centre.
l'le statenient f requ 'ntly inaule, that "Triilt

in stronger than fiction," lias bccoin - triesnt,
andl ln roviowiiig a history of the jeaw woilal,
mnany instances will Lie fouetd to vutify tis.
Especially wlien wc tain to tho m~ estern portion
of the Nofli Arnoîlcan continent andl learti of
itua wonderful progicîsb; of ciýies spritîinitg a L as
if by iagic; of the pcopling of whole dlasttictsb
which w-ero itiarkedl 1unexploreal rogioi"- *.n
the nialis tliat we studical at schfool, idu.stg aur
carly clîildhiood; of the tstablisaiîîoit of ti.riv-
lug business centies, withi ait. the buatde, con
fusion atnd exciteanent incident ta the whirl, of
trade andl commîerce, witlî tiiousaucle anal teais
of thouaands of biiey people constaiatly throng.
iug crowdped tIi,aeouhfares; with tlieir boards
of trite Pir a'..,r.bers o! conierce; Nvith their
noisy cal. ooai 'le. îvhere mon coiîbrcgate tol
sp'culaite lu grain and provisions, %vitlî .'tock
oxclhanget, where wcalthy mii aaan soînctimiiez
inade paî'pers, anal occasioually a iisliy ventur-
rr secure sa compettice in a day, in the latter
instanlce alinoRt sure toh b ot iu a.s shoi t a
tinie; wi'h te -ring factories andl workehops,
wbosn tL.. tiaaniceys soal forth black utouds of
anioke day aud niglit, andl whoro the wheels of
iudaistvy never eaeso to rotglvo. Andl ail this
talig place within telle nitimory of compara-
tively yorng m'-.n, andl ut a loci.lity which a
ghort time Leoi e waz eitlier priiineval fo.-est, or
virg~in prairie. l it aiy wonaier, thea, thattlic
tales of Siubad the Saillor appeartt fieader
as milalpleaantrice in comparison with thc
&stouuding tacts presenteal in tho rapila alevel.
opient o! the great WVeit andl Northwest ?

W.Siile this developineat of coniparatively un.
knowu regione bas been going on so constantly
a1(l aapidly, it niay liaturally be expecteal tha.
wholebale conmmrerce lias aiea bee» ex.paudiaig
and brancbing oct ioto new fields, andl estab*
lislîing centre.; of eupply iu the ncwly peopleal
districts. The int.rzli o! comnece hias follow-
ed clobely iii the trait of tlia wcstivard flawiaig
tidd of emigration, andl no longer arc the Cition
of tho Atlantic seahoaid t'je soln anal only
campetitora for the geowing whlîoesalo trade of
tLe country. Towns of grezter or loin; iniport.
auce as wlîolesalc centre% have heen growirag up
in the iuterior, andl at poiniis then regardeal as
the outside limit of organizeal trade, only iu a
sior' time to Le succeedeal by otiier centres
further beyoud these again. Indeed, ea.steraa
mnerdaaanta have founal iL nccessary to either
aiove westward or cstabhisl branches at painci.
pal points in the interior, in order ta protect
their trade.

Twonty-five jyears ago %uch a thing as a
wholesale cent-c could not, ho maid ta have ex-
isteal west of tho Mismsimsippi River. Naw, sucli
places nat ouly exist, hbut are numerous. St.
Paul, Minucapolim, Dubuque, Davenpart, Des
Moines, Cedar Rapide, Council Bluffs, Kanmss
City, Denver, andl probabiy a dozen othler
places of leas in'poitanice, ail do a thriving
îvoiesble trade, andl th'e numiber of such places
le hciaig consta-atly augnicuteal. The wondcr.
fully rapial developinent o! the wholca.ale trade
in the wa±st, and tlbe circunîstauces attendiug
it, bas bec» cautn foi surprise enteu tel fhose
bot in)formced us W thc bnundaiit andl varied

î-exoairces of thn coun'try, wliile tha uiîinformeda
caut larally crealit nîhiat lire bee» piublisea re-
spcctilîg ItS progress. Miiiîapolis, now tue
largest City nortit*west o! Chaicago, 011- thae
largast priaîîary wliat market on the contin-
<.. lutes its e-:steaîre back moine tlîirty years,
white, M. iti' J c -Ailaig City of - t. l>aul. tho
tire feri - .ctically anc0 întolcsala anal înanu.
iacttiritig t.àiîtto ramiki ngaiîaî flac laaîgestintlic
coiuntry

VoIla wiiatg the tiale or caliiiiiarcc froua tian
palaces jta..'ý ruferr-a to, tlae aîcxt riiît of l'a-
portainci as a wiales..le caître will bu car owaî
c!ty o! WVinnipeg. Lest thu _. quarter of a
cenatnry ago tila lor-lity mis k.îowvn oîîly ta tha
voyageurs, tradecas -neal tîiappers a! Lue great fit
Comipaniy avhich tver. bletla swvay avec tlic Iaiia,
as tua lc..ding suipply alepat nd licaul cenite o!
the a eia coiniîaaay. Tfle finiincnscu tcrritory,
wliicli ailae aîow bupplies wvitlî mearcanitile cor-.
iiioalities, wsas known ta, tlae oîattide woril as
tlac 110 reat Loue Laaîcl," anda ta flac Iludson's
Biay Ca. and its ciipia'yce" as a îîreiree wlicrc.
iaî ta c.arry oui their trada' im tlae fers anal skins
of tile wii'1 alaigilsai, wvlicil, wvitl tlae alirost
cqually wnild Inaliaîîs, wove its only ibabitauts.

Taona is îîaw a ropuloais anal prospernus
City', witi a wvlosalc traule representeal by
iîaisarly 100 institutions; tlîe otiier, a vast :egien
still, sparcely poptaliteal, Laitdotteal witli tlrint.
iaag towviis amuI villages, froaîî the lIei River to
tuec Racky Mountains, anda frani tue Unîitedl
States Louîîdary ta tlae Northa Sttbkatchewau.
TMais tue great region, wbicla was saîpposeal to
be sa a.ald, barren anal iaîliospitahlle as ta renaler
iL uiatit for tlae resideaur e of civilizeal conînînni-
tics, liaq ijec broaîguat timde the mway of coin-
inerce, anal eau h.ast o! a uieslceteo
îîo mca» pîroportion, whlile tuîe parties who
wero iîitciesteal ln holdling the country as a
preserve for tlîe prasecaîtim o! its fur tradle,
anal whose abject 'vas ta k-cep tlie oaitsialn
waîrld lu aiarkucsa as to !ts resourcei, are aîow
slimring in its crmiiercial, advaatiecanczt.

The hiitary o! Winnuipeg really contineuces
in tua ycar o! 1870, or at the tiaire thiat the
No.,tiiwcst Terrîtories 'vere brotiglit tundea 'lae
caîtraloa!tliac Çaîaian Uoveraîieaît. Previons
ta thant finie tie tradinîg post, wliie': existeal at
the site o! tic preacaît city, 'vas kîîown as Fort
Garry. The P'rovince of Miauitoba was carveal
ont o! a portionî of thme Nortuiwest Territory,
WVinuipeg ivas miade the capital thercof, anal

fa. tlwith elle starteal on lier career of dentelop.
ment, conîmcnciug with a popuîlation o! aboaut
25J maule. 1"ram tlîat Limiem forward lier grawth
bas Lecia ateaaly anal rapiat. Aaaytlaing likc au
estahieheal whlisale trade, hiowever, uanuat bc
said ta liave cxi8tcdllirep.eviocsetotlîoyear 1880
I3efare that siate whIolesale business, if iL coulal Le
caîliedachil, n'as donc by L-aveliig tradeti, 'vue,
with ox.carts lor.dcal wita gonds suitthlc for
thae wvaits o! tlîcir Iîidiaiî and al f-brced
custouîîers, or for the wintet residents of the !cw
straggliaig tacticmtr.ents., starteal ont once a ycar
on tlacir tours tliaongla the couîntry. Tliese
traders, or pedalmrs as th.ey tnîièlt Le teranteal,
dibputeal tlîe fieldl 'itla the .Hclsoiia Bay C.,
%vbieb 'vas their oiîly coiîpctiter. Tlîe capital.
iits wlîo caie boire in the early days, weio
u'ostly o! the barîxacin claise, speculators, wiîo

Ssouglit to iîicreae thvçir owti wcalth, 'vithouit

regara ta rue prosperity of thIe caaîetry. Heuce
Legitinmatt tirade onterprises wcre !rcquently
iicglcctcd iii tue fairtlicring of wilal.cat 4eh1emes
of varions kinds. aS ue tua:s clans of parasites
l'aie lieou sliaken ofl, t.he whaoleaie traito Seira
lias »aade grert strides -,its establislirii't aunit
tuelopni-ut. During~ tho year referreal te,
whlolesa'e traue begaiî ta assume auorgaiiizcd
laîrin, anal nt ticldose >! idSO, after a yar cf
lîresperoas activity, the johbing institutions of
'lie * it imlereal about .wenty. lly the closcè
of 1881 the nunîber hami giown ta 50, anal wita
tlic comninen.emeiit oif 1880 a total of 87 wlaole-
saln institutions were i the fieldl.
Illîer comue of this p.îper will be founi

full anal cupleto accounts of the catablislimprnt
anal doveloptilnut o! Vt'nuipeg as a traite ccn-
tic, with spccial reference ta tue trade of the
pas.t year. To thajse unacqainteal with the
tacts tue story înay seeau extraordinary, but
ynt the developmient of whotesalc trade hero
lias ouly juet coîîîineuceal. Taie proportion
wiici it mnay anal wi! asiunie, ie as iiîcosnprc-
lîiisihle tal the uninfornîed as are tlîo houaidlent
prairies ta the resideaits of tho c:'*wvdeal couti.
tries o! tLie Old WVrld. Lt cii onity eate to
expa-id when therc in no further fitul for devu.
lapient iii tlîo miglity regicu, of %% hidi Wini
pcg is tlao commîaercial capital. Sitatateal iu tic
centre of a contineî.t, inidway betwceu the
Pacifie Pull Atlantic oceane, the gateway ta a
vast agricultural ania ranching couutry which
s'ýrctche;s a tlîouaand ilies westward, anl niear-
ly twice tlîat distance nortih-westwar'l, whoe
aeources are oriiy heginsting ta be known, ber
possibilities are truly illimitable. Tiue» adal ta
tiais the tact that, owing to tue nature of tlic
country ta the east, Minnipeg is locateal at 9.
point aver 1,000 miles west of any pl.ce that eau
enter hecoane a whoiesaî coûenercial centre o!
iniportance. A reference ta one b.-anch alone
ie suficicut ta show what inny Le expecteal
frai» the futurei, anad we select the grair trace.
WVI'en tue central point or largest primary mnar-
L.et fale 'whcat coinrneuceal tal le nioved weât-
ward froirr tin Atlantic seaboard, it followedl
tue route o! nîavigation elong the great lakes
froîn Buîffalo onward ta Chilcago, where appar-
cntly a fluaa. resting place had heen fauiîd. But
how delusive this ica, for 'vo final that, leant.
ing tlie great lakes, t'îe largeet priiuairy wbeat
mîarket la raw locateal ut Minueaaolis, a jump
îiorthward a! a'.er 400 îîîiles. Aaiotlîer littlo
skip of lems tlîan tlîat distance will bring it ta
Winnipeg, whither it 16 now travelling. As a
i roof of flis, i, will ho ticcu thet aur grain
trade lias aires dy outsttipped eveiy other lino
o! comumeîrce, and is advancing with leaps and
Louillis. Thore in nat only a possibility, but a
strong proa*u!ity that Winnipeg willzt no dis.
tanit day bc the lebding grain centre o! theNaîta
Aînerl3ait continent. WVith a i-a'iway to Hiud-
son's Bay as ane a! the probabilities a! the ntery
near future, Winnipeg wauld undachtedly bc-
carne ini a very shoer tinie, anc o! the largest ro-
cciving points on the contineont, nat ouly far
grain, hut athier praducts, such as flour, butter,
cheese, hog piaduots, hec!, bles, etc., andl
niauy other gaatumIl products of the ;;test
Nartbwest, whicb would Le ahipped hy the
sîsortebt route to the Olal Warld. In retura
îunpfaçtured poils wotil4 bu brought lis, and


