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FARM AND GARDEN,

Prest Crerrene.—In the fruit growing sectiors of Nova Scotia tho calti-
vation of the plum, in the last ten years, has greatly deereazed,  There avo
wovoral agonta, obalicles in tho way, lewling up to this resulr, the plum
weavli, tho deeay of immature fruit, are serivus drawhacks, aud the black
knot a standing menace  Thero is yet anothet agent pulting in an appeas-
ance—the promatwte ehedding of the leaves.  Soma varielies are more
fubjact Lo it than otheis, poasibly svil and situation may have svmething to
do with the malady, over cropping his o tendoney to enfeeble the roots which
would induen early maturity.

These obatacte< in the way of succewfal culture are capable of Leing
surmounted by individnil persistinee, but with many personsit is considered
mig-spent diligence to do anything mom than take what thoy can got.

Latoly the attention of fruit-growers has turned move toward the culti-
sation of the larger and the lesser fruits: apples und berries apparently
oflering greater inducemonts to labor.  Viewing the situation eritically it is
not a matler of surprise that the cultivation of the plum should by a subor-
dinato business.  Must of thoe liter serta of rich and lucious flavor are out
of tho market, and are yuly te be found in the posseazsion of the amatour,

The famous Greonmge of Windsor, of boyhoud memory, universlly
admitted to hold the first 2ank among plams, is now rare.  Thewe is no
doubt of its existence in a corner of some anciont gardsn; it tho conjecture
is right, ils rejuvencscence would bo a genaine aeyuisition to the list.  Somo
varieties resist the action of the blick knot with greater porsistencs than
othots, Bolmer Washington, Ieine Chiude de Bavaz, and several of tho
Gages, have hold cut bravely, contosting the encroachment of Yho fangi, and
yiclding only from want of caro '

Out of thirty-six of the best dessert and culinary sorts, on ground . or-
ablo to the plum, nud duly cultivated, the fullowing kinds have not oxhibited
any indication of the fungi, and aro now large healthy trees carrying an
averge crop of fruit, vie.: A large yellow oval plum, a seedling, comwmonly
known as * Magnum Bonum,” this plun iz said to hive originated at Bean
Pro., Aunapoliz Co,, on the grounds of Jacob Chipmmn, on its own rovts a
strong upright grower, occasionally matked when grafted on othor sorts,
ripons in October, and hangs a long time, very,mood 3 Coes Goldon Drop,
Biue Impenative, lirst-class, vory late ; Princess Yellow Gage, McLauchlin,
treo hardy ; German Prune, Orleans, Smith’s Orleans, Roo's Autumn Gago,
Iargo fine tree, not comwmon, and zoveral seedlings without names.

By tho 1st of July the black knot will have the ** bulge ™ on all aflected
trees, If partics growing-the fruit could agreo that on a certain day carly
in the month they would wago a war of extermination on the oxcresconce,
cuttivg off’ the discased (wiys, and heading back sevoroly limbs that ave
much covered, fullowing it up for a few seasons, using shellac varnish to
oxclido the air from the wounds, the disease would disappear.

‘This protubrance iz now known to Lo a plant of tho fungi group, n
specinl parasito of the plum, it is perrenial, and the filnments if not destroyed
oxtend along the branch, prepared to produco kuots the following season or
when opyportunity occurs.

The weavoer, or fall wob wormn genus Ilyphiantri, are pow conspicuous
by their Iugoe webs on apple and other fruit trees. When first obsorved
thoy should receivo careful attetition, otherwise they will cover tho branch
with an offeusive web.  These caterpillars are inereasing in pumber overy
season, and destroy tho folisge with great rapidity.

NaTIvE or GrADE Cows FROFITaBLE FOR Darics.—Unless tha calves
can bo reared and sold at high prices, nv dairies of pure bred, high-priced
tows can competo in profit with thoso of pative or grado stock.

Tho first cost of mtive or grado cows is so much loss than the improved
pure bred ones, that the ditterenee of intezest on tho invesuacnt is equal to
a fair profit on the business, while tho produce in milk of the native
or grades is almost equul to that from the pure breeds.  If the calves can

bo xaised :mid rold fur breedin,e purgmses ab high figures, it would, of course, }

mako a differencee in favor of thy improved stock, but the raising youung
stock and the dairying business cannot be well combined, and thero would
bo little chance now of sclling calves at high prices, as the great boom in
ilmproved stock generally is fust dying out, with the excoplion of the Hol-
steins, and these will no doubt run their courso also.

High-bred faney stock requires extra care and feed, and are more tender
than common =tock, and mote liable to sickness, owing to having boen brod

<much in and in, and the loss is deeply felt should any of them die.

The booms causing immense prices to bo paid of late years for Jersvys,
Short-Horne, Hercfords, Polled Anguses, Galloways, and Holsteins, have
not been all lost. They have causud these breeds to bo scattered over tho
country far and ncar, and the crossing botween them and the. native stock
must have resulted in great benefit 1o the country. .

A good selection of native or grade cows, which can be procured cheaply,
is under these circumstancas by far tho most profitable for a dairy, as whon
thoy get unprofitable as milch cows they can be cold without loss to butchors
to be fattened up and replaced cheaply with others in proper condition.

Cross-bred cows of the improved breed mako excellent dairy stock, but
slill cost too high for piulit, though better than those that have boen
kept pure. :

Wo formerly tried this on a pretty large scalo.in our own dairy. Wo
commence] with an fmported bull and several cows from Ayrshire, selected
by a good judze, to which wo alded a number of selected native cows, and
aftorwards buth short-hurns and Devons; the best mileh cow of them all
was a puro Ayr<hire, the nuxt was a crous between the Ayishi.o and Dovon,
but somo of the grados botweon the Ayrshire and native breeds wero nearly
as good and didnot cost a third of the price.

Ono great benefit of tho gradas is that thoy fatten so much better apg
quicker than tho natives, and aro thereforo moro profitable.  Tho exceptiony
to this aro tho Jorsoys and porhaps the 1lolstoine. ‘Tho formor, to inerein
its sizo, would have to bo crossed with the short-horn or somo other g
breed to overconto the natural small sizo and scraukiness of the Jerseys
which cannot in their pure stato bo mado profitabloe for the butcher, o

Ono who wishes to commouce tho dairy business, but without sufhen gy
capital to procuro a largo hord and pul up the necessary buildings, ¢
do latter than procuro somo good grades and raige his own stock. fiy
judicous selection of good milch-cowa, and breeding them to a pure g
bull, he would soon have o most excellont stock, anel by weeding on y)
that prove unprofitable s milkors—as it will not pay lo keep un intuny
cow—the herd would got botter yoar by year if tho calves only from (.
best milkers ho raiged,

ao Presurving ror Wantrn Usu—If cgus aro to o preserved 1,
win‘or uae, it ia sow timo ty bagin,  Rub tho oggs ovor with lard or wi, «
a3 to clo~e up tho pores of the shell to proven: tho less of the ity
moisture by evaporation, aud pack in bran in air-tight jus,  Another meth,
is to dissolve quicklime in Water, and add a littlo cream of tartar, Py
in ag laid, and seo that the waler covers thoe eggse.  The Fronch methyl oy,
varnizh the oges with varnish of linseed oil and beeswax. Al huww g,
sune object in viow—to close up tho pores io prevent ovaporation, [l i
another which IL. P, W, in the Agricultural Guzetle saysis nn oxcollont recipe
Tnko o Inrge pan and put into it half a peck of fiesh quicklimo ; pour vy
tho lime two gallons of boiling watar, let it stand until cold ; thon stir it ny
with a wooden &poon and put an cgg into the ilimo, if it boars the ey 1y
strong, put moro water (out of the boiler will do) ; the limo must b only
strong onough fo bear an ogg vory slightly. Whon quite cold put i the
oggs; thoy will keep good twelve months.

At tho Massachusetis Exporiment Station some trials have beon mady )
deteimine the value of potash fortilizora for fruits. 'Tho resulls avoe reported
as follows by Prof. Winthrop 1. Stone. Potash fertilizors have decidadly
improved tho desirable qualities of fruits. Wherever the percontago of this
olement has been raised, the chaugo is accompaniod by an intrease of sum:
and a deereaso of acid, Thie, it is hardly necessary to say, is au important
and desirablo change —n nattors of dollars aud conts. Other things bagy
cqual, the fruit with the largest per cent. of sugar will bring the highes
prico.  Moreover, less desirable varioties may bo brought up to a Inghe
standard, thus giving value to somo good quality, ns hardiness or ol
bearing. The fact that the quality and character of garden and urcharl
products can bo modified by the offect of specia’ fortilizars is of immeny
impbrtanco in its practical as well as sciontific bearing.

Oamnearn ¥or Cows.—Oatmenl is by far the best milk-producing fund
within reach of poople in most of the States, says tho Gormantown T.1.
graph. It contains liboral quantitios of Loth albuminoids and fats, mking
a woll balanced food for milch cows, eapecially whore the milk is used ass
wholo foorl for children. Cornr meal is good but needs Lran to ofiset nis
oxcess of fat. Let the breed or the former record of a cow bo what it may,
she is a peor ono indoed which, if liborally and wisely fod, will not shows
marked tmprovement in her milking qualities. Thero can be littio doutt bn
that the quality of tho milk of almost any cow can boimproved for use in th:
family as food by feoding freely of those foods conlaining a large propurtivn
of muscle-making rather than fat-producing oloments. Muscular rather tha
fat children aro healthy and happy.

Butter, says ITenry Stewart, is kuown to bo exceodingly absorbent of all
kinds of odors, Tho carcless feamors who sufler the butter to become
odoriferous of rancid tubs and tobacco smoko, not to mention other sourc:s
of foul smells, lose by this neglect. And why should not careful duiryme
gain by exposing their buttor to tho delicato odors of flowors and ot
swecet sconts of Naturo. This is done by somo of the French duryme
who supply DParis with their choice and expensive products, and why pac
bunches of sweot violets, jasmine, and roses iu the baskots among the relk
of butter, and thus not only make their wares:agreeablo to the sight but aly
ploasant and fragrant to the tasto, for the palate is able to distinguish tk:
delicato flavors which theso odors possess.

B Kixp 1o e Cow.—A kind soft voico and gentlo mannor is exeen-
tial to obtaining the bost results from cows. Never excite tho nerves by °
a blow or a harsh oxpression, and the cow will learn to give hu
milk freoly and delight in boing handled. A market gardonor hada very
fino cow that was milked week aftor week by hired men. Ho obsorved tha
the amount of butter ho caeried to markot weighed nbout a pound more v
cach altornato week. 1To watchod the mon and tried tho cow after they la
finished milking, but always found that thero was no milk loft in tho feats
Ho finally asked the Scotch girl who took care of tho milk if sho coald
account for the differonce.  “ \Why, yos,” sho says, “ when Jim mylks he
says 10 the cow, ¢ So ! my pretty muley, so ¥ But when Sam mitks ho hlls
her on the hip with the edgoe of tho pail and says, * Histe, you old brute!

Pouds are not good for young ducks. Wot grass, dampnoss, and cold
sleoping places will kill young ducks as quickly as such influonces wili
destroy young chicks. Feed the ducks on bulky food. Cpoked turnips and
potatocs, thickened with oatmeal, mako o choap and godd food for them.
Give thum plonty of swater to drink, but not to bathe in, until the down
off and tho feathors cover tho body. Then you may let them enjoy them
selves in tho water as much as they desire.




