May 30, 1876.1

‘Che country is well watered snd healthy
for both human beings and for stock of every
description. The sail is fertile, and suited
for the production of all sorts of grain and
cereals ; somo of the districts aro semi’
trophical, and produce coffe, sugar, cotton
rlce, &c,, particalarly the districts of Ruse
tenburg and Murabastad,

‘The white population consists mostly of
cmigrant farmers from the Capo Colony and
Natal; the Republic was first formed in 1840,
and is recognised as an wndependent State
by the Sand River Convention of 1852. The
revenue is derived from simple taxes, viz.
quit-rent on farms, transfer, and import du.
t1e8, crpitation tax, and Kuflir taxes. The
esports consist of gold and other metals;
wool, hides, skins, ostrich feathers, and
stock--many thousands of oxen being sent
to tho Capo Colony and Natal for slauglhiter
and draught purposes, and thousands of
sheep for tho butcher.

‘I'ho relationship betiveen the Dutels States
and the English Colonies in South Africa
have not heratofore been very cordial. Both
States consider they have grievaunces: the
oue for our assumption of Griqua-land West,
and for taking the Basutos uader British
protection, just at the time they were about
to be conquered after a protracted war; and
the other, an tho long disputed boundary
question between the Renublic and the na
tives on the Vanl River, the Fres State, and
Griqua-land; and also on their construction
of the terms of the Convention of 1852,
claiming that the words *‘freo trade” include
Jxemption from custom dues at English
ports,

While Lieut. Governor of Natal in 1866, I
induced the then President of the Trans
Vaal (Pretorius) to pay me a visit. Irceceived
him with the usual bhonours, and from that
time a better feeling has existed with that
Colony. Isubmitted the question of “custom
dues™ to the Legislative Council, and obtain-
ed n remiesion of duty on all Government
sicres and on machinery, but this bas not en.
tirely satisted the Republic, and they are
now about toopen up a trade through Dela-
g0a Bay with aview to save the import duties
charged at English ports, and have entered
into a treaty with the Portuguese Govern-
ment on the subject.

Since the discovery of gold and mineral
wealth in tho Trans Vaal, an influx of many
thousands of English and other nationalities
huve proceeded there, and very marked ef*
fects have been produced. Land and fixed
property has considerably risen in value,
and thav country will soon occupy n most
important posiuvu in South Africa.

GriQua Laxp Wesr.,

Griqua Lzad West, or tho Diamond Fields,
is but a small territory in South Alrica, Lut
I need not say it is a most important one,
for since tho discovery of the first diamond
in 1865, the prosperity of that small depen-
dency, end of the South African Colonies and
States generally, has rapidly advanced.

The country was at the time occupied by
a Griqua captain named Waterboer and his
people, who declined to migrate with Adam
Kok when Sic George Grey offered o porting
of *No'msu’sland ” to them. Between 1868

came niccessary for some sozt of
to be organsed.

From the pressure of these circumstanices
Captain Waterboer offered his territory 19
tho Rritish Government, and on the ZTtb
Qataber, 18], a proclamation was issued!
acceptiog tho proffered allegiance of the!
Grigua chiefl and his people, while other!
proclamations were also fssued extending:

fovernme nt ‘

Colonial law to the new province and ap-.
pointing commissioners to adminuter the
governmeot

Subrcquently a Lieutonant Gavernor and
a regular Governmont atafl’ was appointed,
and the lerritory vested by commission in
the “Governor' of the Cape Colony ; Lut
the Provinco has not been yet regalarly
annoxed to tho Cape Colony, and is conse:
auently a matler of dispute belween the
Dutch and English Colonies in South Africs,

t nfw includes a large tract of land here*
tofore clasimed by potty native tribes, includ:
ing Waterboer and s people, tha country
being but sparsely populated,

Since the dinmond discovaries the popula-
tion bas inc-eased to between GULUVY and
10,000, of which about 15,000 are Eurepeans,
but the numbers vary by emigration to and
going from the fields. Therevenue is already
about £70,000 a year,

The **Farm! on which the town of Kim*
berley bas been erectod was p achased by
the Local Government only the other 3ay
for £100,000, since which time more than
that sum has been realised in building lots
sold to rvesidents, while the wines on it
remaia 1o the hands of the Government,

‘The pasture lands of the country uro very
good. and the Government have lutely sold
a number of farms, realising about £235 0t0
for the land, but retaining the mweral rizhts,

BasuTo Lavo,

Basuto-lund is a nativ. teniitory udjoining
the Orange Free State, north of the Urnnge
River, annexed to the Cape Colony Ly Sic
P. Wodebouse, in 1871. It ‘ontains about

7.000 square miles, with a native population
(Basutos)of 120,000 souls. The lowlands or
pleins are like the Free States, about 5,000,
feet above the sea, but the mountains which '
bound the country on thie south and cast ara,
from 7,000 to 9.000 feet high. It isa very!
rich, fertile, and prolific territory. Lurgo!
quantities of grain and corn are annually

raised, and the pasture landsare good for all

ol

‘Thsba Bosigo hus never been taken,although
attacked gevernl times by the Duteh forees.
The arev on the top of the mountiin is cone
siderable, water aud pasturage aluad i,
while sppreach is narrow, steep, and casnly
defended,

Moshesh partly made his tibe by wha s
called *“lending wives to his people. The
African custot i@ to Huy your wite, and when
a fullower could nat aftord to pay for the
luxury he would g to the chief, who would
buy the wife for hun, sl sccording to nas
tive law tho children would owe dauble alles
giwico to the chicf.

I ~hall only sliudo lo two otler native ro-
<¢tVes which wro under Brittsh protection :
one unrlar Mr. Austin, near the Wit-kerg, on
the lelt bouk ol the Urange Rwver, number-
ing about 15,0005 tho other n [z e settler
ment formed ina portion of Knlit's countey,
eaet of tho Kei River, frem which thit Chiet
and bis tribe wero expelled i 1557 8.

Theo | mgoees were 1 portisn of those re.
siting in the Saipe Colony, 2hore the settle.
ment< beewns overc owded; the country
wes ¢ tlered to them while vacaut, auwd from
40,010 to 5V U3 moved into it, and are now
VEry [1osperous.,

Fryogation.

Mr President, ludics, and gentlemen, -1
propo:oe concluding this address with o few
words on a sulject which I consider most
important for the future prosperity of Shuth
Afriea, and that subject mav be stunmed up
in the word Federation [ do not bring
forward this “iles” from any recent excite~
mwent prevailing 1z the South Afticw Colon-
fes; I brng it fosward from conviction tht
Sonth Africy, a3 a whole, can naver Levonye
a great . udd prospcrous country withont it

I was statinced in Canada sana citera
similar schewe had been corried into effoct
1 that noere preat Doamnton ; a country that
had Litherto beeu divided agatnst itsetf, with
a serics of petty Zovernments, tho one an.
tagonistic to the other, their rules and repu-

kinda of stock; while coal, copper, and iron | lations clazhing, und the peopto wimost at

also abound.
The Basutos were at war with the Orungo '
Freo State when tho former spplied to como |
under Britsh protection, and the war was |
thus put an eod to. They now pay a hut-tax |
fo the Government which yields a revenue |
of sbout £12,000 a yeur, and is more than
enough to pay their ablo chief magistrate

(C. Griffiths, Esq.), and other oflicers to gav:

ern the country by special laws and regula
tions. French, London, aud Wesleyan nus- !
sionuries have laboured amongst these tribes |
for many years, with moio success thanis!
usual amongst South Alrican tribies. '
In 1852, whiist what is now the Orunge'
Free Siate was still in British pessession ns -
tho “Sovereignty,” and while the Cape Col-'
ony and the Kailirs were at war, the Bisutos
threatened the small Euglish force leit to
protect the country, and Sir George Catlcart

¢ enmity with ecach other,

At the present mement it is one united
power for all guod and geacral purposes,
crch State, nevertheless, arranging and pro.
viding for its own local Goverument.  Itis
at ouc» appiwent how strong such unity
makes a countty, when I te!l vou that there
are now 630,000 fizchung wen enrolled in
Canada. sud thar 40,000 of them cwie out
voluntaudly for dr:tl cvery year, This wll
cvince how streng she has become within
herself, and what 2o adjanct to the British
Crown.

S5 alsa must South Africs, in my opinion,
federate into one great Unlony., Cuada
bas no internid epemies ; Sauth Africa has
vast hordes of s«vages, unl without unity
cach geparate Colony is powerless to stem or
oppose n risiny of the nutives, or to enact
unirersal regul .tions for the gooid Govern-

marched.a column of troops over the Orange; menut of them, particularly as regirda the

River, when an engagement teok place with ; acquixitivn ol m ns and ammumunn,
the Basutos, and they showed themselves 1o’

bo formidable enemies.

At
presentone Colony prohibits the posession

" of arras by the nutivey,exeept ueder certain
In 1865 a portion of tlus tribo also made!
an intoad into Natal and carried offa con-’

circumstances. whilu the other Colony ad-
mis freectrado e fire arms, and no less

> siderable quantity of stock, for which com: ! than 50000 1bs. «f powd r were imported
und 1870, s0 many thousinds of Eurapeans | pensation was not fully mnade. They were . last ye.ralone. Tiis bears nmost serious
flocked to t' » Diamond Fields, that it Le-: then at war with tho Free States, nud hostil: , aspect for tho futuro of South Afriea, for

uigs_cominucd_umil they were taken under
British protection in 1568S.

these arms will certanly circulate through-
out tho wholo couutry, while separato legis-

The tribe itself 13 of recent origin, and | lation is hkely to bring on tocal wara.

became powerful from tho ability of the
chiet,

Tuis is only ono festure «f tho cise, but

Moshesh, Thero aro several tuble] unity is cqually necesssry in n commerctil

topped mountains in the country, with al-) point of view. 1 have cudeavored 1o show

most inaccessible approaches,
natives relreat ip war tine, and from which
it is nlmost impossiblo to dislodge them.

to which tho, you the wealth of the country Iying within

the limits of tho tour Colontes—viz the
Cape, Natul, tho Urange Free State, and the



