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I'would observe, in which tho Committeo
did not agree. Iwould alse add, that as
during th war the Gormans woro unprovid -
ed withan effectivo mitraillour, and as the
destructivo cffeets of tho fire on  tho French
weapon had been bruited abroad with the
objuct of elovating, the morale of their own
troops and depressing that of tho enemy, it
became almost necessary for the Prussian
staff to decryits powers, and disabuse the
minds of theso soldiers of an exaggorated
fear of its effects.

[To bo Concluded In our next}

THE CENTRAL ASIA QUESTION.

—

It would renlly seom, from the comments
wiich tho press has boen making on the
advance of Russia into Central Asin, asif
it took especial delight in keeping us in &
perpetual stato of hot water. ‘Tae excite-
ment growing out ofwars and the ‘“‘rnmoyse
of wars' may be all very well ag tending to
keep the pnblic mind at fever heat, It may
8ls0 be found very cfficacious in enabling
the publishers of the daily papers to turn
the ““nimble peany,” and fall Iike mamma
upon a very large class of balf-pay people
who are looking out for something to do.
To tho trader and the merchant, howevor,
such rumours are by no means acceptable.
Not, bo it remembered, that they are less
patriotic than ho whose profession i3 tho
sword, or ho who lives by the manufactnre
of those compounds in hich “villainous
asltpetre™ forms a component part, but be.
csuse thoy are but rumours and nothing
more ;and being so interfere unduly with the
direct action of trade. Rumours acd “ false
teaching’’ did more than anything else to
strand us in the arbitrations over tho Wash
ington Treaty and  the San Juan question.
Needy politicians and hun gery place-hunters
are ever ready to precipitate John Bull head
foremost into tho first quarrel that turns up.
If he demurs to this ofithand kind of action
heis *spirited” into committing himself
ircetrievably by the leading rauters of the
day affirming ~ that public opinion™ (ge.
ands that he should bo *up and doing,”
Now, as “ opinion” has been largely inveked
in regard 0 ““ the onward march of Russia
in Central Asia,” wo may casily estamatoits
magnitude when wo remembor that not one
m a thousand knows anything about the
matter.  We are not of those who aro dis-
posed to attach mnels eradit 15 Yo bond Jides
of Russia, but o nre of those who beficve
that t00 much has been made of this subject,
and thata great deal of unnecessary alairm
hasheen croated, not ouly in this country,
Lut on the Continent and 1n India, in refor
ehco Lo hor designs in tho East We believe
our Govornment to bo cqual o tho occa

: sion, and weo believo—whut wo state:d ina
recent issue—that an interyiew has taken
Paco_ betiveen Count Scheuvaloff and Earl
Uranrille, and thatthe formeris commission.
ed to tell hig Royal miister “that thys far
ho ury go, and no farther”—in a word, that
Exrl Graaville has put his “ foot down," and
that Lo myesns to Keep it 10 the lino defined,
What need, then, of tho constant badgering
which characterises tho outpourings of the

sily and weekly press? Tho day is very
fardistant when Russia can undermine our
nfluenco in the East, Every day Eastern
wmstitutions aro becoming more and mora
assimilated to our own, aud wo have ample
evidenco that her people are satisfied with
our wise and liberal "rule, Indeed, good
goternment is tho best possible bulwark wo
@ set up botween India and tho assumed

subtle encronchments of thy Czar. Ifit bo
true, as reported, that atrocious, crueliies
have been practised towards the Russian
prisoners in Kbiva, thon Russia has aright
to demand satisfaction of the Kban. Theo.
dore dealt harshly with British subjects, and
o went into Abyssinia and set them free.
| What we did in Abyssinia wo have no right
—goad and sufficient grounds existing—to
dony 1o Russia in Khiva,

Arecent number of the Vossische Zeitung
counlains an exhaustive articlo weighing the
relative strength of Russin and England in
Central Asia, and points out that, by the
recent transformation of the Russian army
formerly employded in the Caucasus into an
Asiatic army, admirably appointed, armed
with breech-loaders and numbering 100
battalions. 36 batteries, and 20 squadron of
horse, besides engineers, pionecers, and Cos
sacks, the Russian force is suflicient to defy
all the efforts of Great Britain to protect and
uphold the Central Asian States § The same
Journal considers {hat Russia only awaits
any false steps that may be taken by the
English Governmen t, and it asserts that the
British military forces nro utterly insufficient
to stop the advancoe of Russia, This may
be true as to military preparations, but it is
simply absurl when referring to “any falso
steps which may be taken by the English

overnment,” and in speaking of + oup
forces being utterly insufficient to stop
tho advacco of Russia ' Lot the reader
take the disputed ling in his mind's eye,
and the line of troops and supplies required
to reach it from the Russian side, and then
remember that there are sufficient native
troops in India in our ]pay backed by a rail.
way system which would talke them to any
8iven point, and he will realizo
o are not without the means
Russian  aggression in Central Asia. OQOup
Indian raitway system would enable us to
send tho troops ** fresh and eager for the
fray " the very pomnts assailed, while the
Russians would have to march through a
country rich in nothing but sand, and the
further they marched the thinner would
their line become, Under all the circum.
Stances of the case, then thero is little fear
of the action of Russia in Central Asia weal
ening our position in the Bast. Aswo said
before, i may swit politicians angd place
hunters 10 hold coutrary views, but manu.
facturers, and the Cotlonocracy generally,
kuow that they are only talking bunkum.

at onco that
of resisting

She correspondence between our Govern
ment and Russia respecting Uentral Asia hog
sinco been published, and fully bears out
what we havo hero stated. The aim of Loth
governients is professedly to Ful an end
to tho internecine strifo between Affghanis.
tan and tho neighbouring Ihanates, With
this ohject Affzbanistan js to be tho neutra)
lme. At tho outset of the negotiations Rus-

hizo tho rights claimed by the Amecr
bul over Badakshan and Wakhan to include
those two countries within the limitg
ghanistan,
1t Badakshan and Wakham—jusl.ly deomed
to bo pert of the Amecer's territorics—wero
constituted into an independent state, the
Ameer might be tempaed to assert Eis clnim
by arms; that perhaps in that caso
Bokhara ‘might scelk an Spporiunily of
acquinng distriets 0o weak of them*
selve- o resist  tho Affghan state,
and that thus the Peaco of Central Asia
would be disturbed, and oceasion given for
questions besween Great Britain and Russia

*{ aro utterly insufficient to

of A b
Lord Granvillo pointed out that| ful

“which itis on cvery account 20 desirablo to | Kb

avoid." To this Russia roplied: « The dj.
vergence which exisled in our views was
with regard to the frontier assigned to the
dominions of Shero Ali. The English Cabi.
net includes within them Badakshan and
Wakhan, which, according to our views en.
Joyod a certan independenco considering tho
difficulty experienced in establishing the
facts in” all their details in those distant
parls, considering the greater facilities
which the British Government possesses for
collecting precise data, and above all, con:
sidering our wish to give to this question of
dotail greater importanco than isdue to it,
wo do not refuso to accept tho line of boung-
ary laid down by Englang.”

Howover much wo may bo amused by the
doxterity of the Museovitojugglers, remarks
the London Post, it is we)l to let them know
tbat we are not duped by it. Count Schou~
lafl’s triumphant return from an apparently
fruitless mission is g testimony aguinst us
easy to'bedecrphered by those who haveeyes
tosee. There is no time for halting be-
tween two opinions. Our Dreseiit policy
lies in four words—¢ No agreement with
Nussin.””  While the sovereign of Kashara
and Bokhara are signing treaties with
the Czarin the belief that be is our alfy—
whilo millions of our Indian dubjécts ara
looking up to Russiz as the gredtest power
on earth, and explsining the firing at a Del.
ht review as ¢ g bhattle between the Boglish
and the-Russiang.” —is it a time to stake
our national honor and the safety of onp
Eastern Empire upon the moderatién of the.
Government that invaded Wallachi in 1853,
and tho honesty of the Cabinet whith toro -
tho treaty of ¥Paris in 1870? Ose more
chance is now offered tous—a chhnte which
Inny never occur again. Now, or never, is
the time to re‘establish our prestige in the
¢€yes of Europe, to efface the stigma of Ge-
neva and Berhin, to settle the question of
Central Asin, onco and forever, in the only
way possibio to Englishmen, nccording to
the dictates, not of red tape and ofticial
sealingwax, but of courage, common sense,
and tho honor of the Brilish nation,

In an exhaustivo article in an influential
erlin paper of Febuary 2, wéighing the
relative strength of Russie and England
in  Central Asia, it s gaid that by
the recent transformation of the-Russian
armny formerly employed in the Cavcasus
into an Asiatic army, admirably aDnointad,
armed with Lreccn-loaders, and numbering
ono hundred batialions, 36 batteries, and
twenty squddron of horse, besides engineers,
i ks, tho Russinn force js

bioneers, and Cossac
sufficient to defy all the efforts of great

may be taken by the English Government
and it nsserts that the British milj forces
stop tho advanco
Berlin,in its issye
Jn wellinformed
tho asurances given
in London are not

of Russia. Tho Post of
of February 3, says that
circles at St, Petersburg
Y. Count Schouvalaff

upen Russia. A
tho country is certainly not te
but probably a military cordon would bo es-
tablished unless the Russian Government
should be provoked into the adoption of
moro decided measures. The Pester-Loyd is
astonished that: England should awaken to
anxiely on such a stalp question as that of
va, So long ago ns 1557, it informs us,



