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posing it wero botter sailers than thoso of
the centre and rear divisions, which lay still
bocalmed, and it might reasonably be sup-
posed that the action would be over befaro
they could close. Accordingly the Comté
de Grasse having allowed Hood's division to
approach as near as ho thought advisable,
bore up at 9.30 a.m. on the 9th of April for
the purposo of cutting it off. Seeing this
mancouvre the British Admiral, whose squad-
ron was on the starboard tack with tho wind
at onst-south-east, hove to in line of battle
for the purposo of allowing the centre and
rear to close, while tho French, by keeping
under sail, were able to mancwuvre as they
pleased. Under these circumstances 3
furious action commenced at 10 o'clock,
a.m.,, during which cight British ships boro
the Sre of fifteen French ships of the line
for more than hour, when the breezo having
reached the centro and rear diyisions, tle
French Admiral tacked and stood in shore,
the superior sailing powers of his ships, en:
abling him to deche a close action. ‘The
British ships engaged were much cut up
and two of the French vessels were obliged
to take shelter in Guadaloupe.

The British fleet lay to at night to ropair
damages, and next morning made sail in
pursuit of the onemy, but with so little
effoct that by the morning of the 11th the
French fleot had got so far to the windward
that some of the ships wors scarcely visible.

The roar division of the British fleet had
become tha van; it was commanded by Ad-
miral Drake. About noon one of the
encmy’s ships was scen to the windward in
towof o frigate, having lost her foremast
and bowsprit, a general chase was ordered
with tho intention of taking her, and before
evening the leading ships had approachedso
near that she would have been compelled
to surrender had not the Comto de Grasse
bore down with his fleat so close together
that nothing but the near approach of night
prevented a general engagement. Asit was
cvident this much desired event must come
off in the morning if both fleets retained
their relative positions during tho night,
Sir George Rodney formed his line on the
starboard tack, and &t daylight it was evi-
dent that it was not in the power of the
Comts de Grasse 1o avoid an action if he
would. His fleet consisted of one ship ol
110 guns, five of §4, nincteen of 74, six of
64, and three of S0, mounting in all 2560
guns of heavier metal than their opponents.
The British fleet consisted of five of 90 guns,
twenty of 74, ten of 64, and ono 70-gup
ship, mounting altogether 2640 guns, throw-
ing a lighter broadside than the French.

The Comte de Grasse formed his fleot on
tho larboard tack, just far enough distant
to windward to cross the bows of tho British,
A few minutes after 8 o'clock, a.m., on the
12th of April, 1872, the leading ship of Sir
George Rodney's fleet opened fire cn the
centre and rear division of the French, and
in a few minutes it became genoral. Hood's
division, being the rear, and 2 great pait of

the contre were noarly bocalmed, but the
leading ships had tho breeze; tho same va.
rintions of tho wind were soon afterwards
exporienced by the French, As tho ships
got more to the soutuward tho breczo had
had also veered in that direction so that their
van ships could not lie highor tkan south
west, whilo tho centro and rear, hiving the
sea breozo at about cast, were lyirg up to
the south. Although this southeily sea
brooze complotely broke the French line it
did not disarrange the British, and atll
o'ciock a.m, Sir George Rodney, at the head
of the centre division, having passed the
Villa de Paris, Comfe de Grasse's flag ship,
and her second, so close as to be almost in
contact, dolivering a tremondous fire from
his flag ship, the Formidable, arrived abroast
of the opening in the line described as
caused by the variation of the breeze and
koeping a close luff, passed through it be-
tween the second and third ship asternof the
Ville de Paris, followed by the Duke, Namur
and Canads, immediately woro round, snd
the signal being made for the van to attack
the British fleet thus gained the wind and
stood upon the same tack as their oppo-
nents. Moantine Hood's division became
heavily engaged with tho French centre,
and it having fallen a calm the ships of both
fleets becamo £0 enshrouded in smoke that
a cessation of firing became necessary, and
when the smoke cleared away the French
fleet had bore away and were to the leeward
retreating in disorder. A general chove en.
sued, and the Glorieux (74), the César, thr
Hector, the Ardent, and finally tho Ville de
Paris of 110 guns, were captured; tho lat-
ter after fighting through the long summer’s
day surrendered at sunset to the Barflier,
Sir S. Hood, at which timo only threo inen,
of whom the Comntede Grasse was ono, were
left alive on her upper deck. ‘Che Diadem,
a T4-gun ship bad boen sunk by a singlo
broadside from the Formidable.

This decisive victory settled the question
respecting naval supremacy, frustrated the
desig.. of the confederates, and relieved
the rebellious Colonies of an incubuse far
more formidable than thelstamp duty.

On board tho Ville de Paris the military
chest for the pay of the French troops was
captured. The whole train of artillery with
battering cannonand stores meant for the at-
tack on Jamaica were also captured. The
Ville do Paris was tho largest man of war
afloat; she had been presented to Louis XV.
by the City of Paris, and cost £175,000 ster-
ling, an enormous sum for those days. She
had 400 men killed in the action of the 12th
of April, and the lossof the French fleetis
said to have been over 3000 men Iilled and
nearly 7000 wounded, while those vessels
that escaped wero so damaged as to bo near-
ly useless. Theloss of the British amount
od to 253 killed and 816 wounded. None
of tho prizes taken in this action reached
England ; the César took fire and blew up
during the night with 400 of her own crew
and 50 British seamen on board. Tho res

waro all 1ust at sea in one of $ho most fear-
ful burricanes which have over devastated
the tropics.

In this action the manceuvro of breaking
tho lino was practiced for the first timo on
record. Itis a controverted questionas to
whether it was a partof a deliberate tactical
plan of Sir Georgo Rodney’s, as it afterwards
bocamo of Nelson's, or whether it was acc:-
dontal. The fact of having kopt & close
1uff would seam to imply that it was a de-
liberato design, although it is pcssible that
the iden may not have occurred till the For
midable arrived opposite the break in the
line, which was caused by accident. Hither-
to and afterwards it was not the rule to force
a passago till Nelson's time, and it formed
the chief object in all his tactics—at all
avents on this occasion it secured a victory,
and Rodney has the credit of giving the
manosuvro practical effect.

The Fronch ships which escaped bore
away to tho leoward the night after the ac.
tion. Four of thom ran Qown to the Dutch
Island of Curacoa, but the greater part, un.
der Bougainville and Vaudrieul, tho second
and third in command, kept together and
stood for Cape Francois.

The next morniag Sir G, Rodney attempt.
ed to pursue, bub was becalmed for three
days under Guadaloupe, and having ascer.
tained that the enemy were gone to 1eeward
he dispatched Sir S.Hood to tha west of
Hispaniola, while be himself followed to join
nim off Cape Tiburon. In the Mona passage
between Hispaniola and Guadaloupe llood
gavechase to'and captured two 64-gun French
ships and two large frigates, a third frigate
escaping, the French flect thus losing eight
ships of the lino and two frigates, Sir Geo.
Rodney now proceeded to Jamaica, leaving
Sir Samuel Hood with twenty-five sait of the
line to watch the enemy. Both theso Ad-
mirals were elevated to the Peerage for this
victory ; Rear Admiral Drake and Commo-
dore Affleck were created Baronets.

The last action worth noticing in the West
Indies was the capture of the Bahamals
lands with o garrison of 170 invalids on the
6th of May, by an expedition fitted outst
Havannah, copsisting of three frigates and
sixty sail of transports, having on boand
2500 troops.

A recant numb:r'of the Army and Nary
Gazelle intimates that, at last, three reg
ments wili be retained, under the now ar
rangements, in Canada, but that they wil
be soverally reduced to a servico establish-

mentof 500 men.  Omne of the regiments at
Halifax will be relieved in thoe course of the
summer by tho 1st Battalion of tho 00th
Rifles now quartered in Ottawa. Tho Rifle
Brigade and the Artillory stationed at Mon-
treal, are also under orders for home, and
the force stationed in the country will then
consict of the 69th at Quebec, and the Sth
and 1st Battalion of the60th at Halifax.
The roliefs will probably be delayed usil
the fall, as the head quarters are not tobs
transferred from Montreal to Quebec until
October or Ssptember.
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