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THE BIBLE CLASS.

PAUL'S DOOTRINE OF GRACE,
(For Aug 1ot -Rom 4 gt 17 ue, 20 26, 0 18.%)
LY I A SORDELL, Db,
I'ho loctrinal portion of tho I.atle to tho Romans i contained
s the firat cloven chapters.  This s further divided into Paul'a
rliscusaton of the doctrine of grace, or ** my gospel,” as ho oalls 1t,
comprising the firet cight chaprors, and his discussion of the prob.
lom of the rejoction of laracl, contmined 1n the noxt three. lhe

statoment of tho doctrino of grace 18 found 1n & comparativoly briof .

passsga, til. 21 31, to which the preceding section f. 16—iii. 20 is &
Jogical introducticn, and the remainder, chaptera iv.viii, a conclu.
s1on embracing an historical confirmation of the doctrino of salva.
tion by faith drawn from the experienco of Abrahiam, ch, iv, and a
statement of the results of the doctrine in tho lives of believers,
cha. v.-viil.

TUE COSPEL THE 1oWRR O} oD,

Tho themo of the Epetle is found in i 18, 17. Here Paul
dofines the nsture of tho Gospel, which ho bad teated in his own
oxpericuve, and in which ho felt the utmost confidence as a means
whereby a lost world might Lo restored to holineas and to God,  To
tho world this Gospel might scem a weak and foolish dovise, yet
I'aul was dot ashamed of 1t, smce it ombodied the highest manifest-
ation of divino pawer.  Unlike the power of the warrior in which
won glory as the most dazsling and coveted titlo of fame, but which
is only a powor of destruction, tho Gospel is tho power of God for
salvation. Tuis ealvation embraces not only a future deliverance
from the condemnation which results from sin, but also & present
cscaps fiom ita power 1u our hoarts and lives. That which no man
cau accomplish {rr himself the tGospol, as a revelation of tho pawer
and love and wisden of Gad proposes to do for him, and for the
whols humw race  Heretn lies the proof of its dicine origin.  For
the Gospel s not merely a system of religions truths. It is an
energy that has chang ¢l the face of the world, that has put an end
1o practicen that acemed mextricably intertwined with thoe existenco
uf sor1ety, and that has wrought moral revelution that seemed
unpossible  The Luspel docs this heeanso 1L roveals a new way of
attawmivg nghteousness, naeely, through faith.  The rightcousness
so obtamned s ¢f Goll  This 1a the great themo with which the
Epistle manly concerns itself

GITE O NIVERSADL AL IR 19 ATTAIN KIGHTEOUSAESS,

Lo cpenieg his great arcament 'aul ehows first of all that a
saving rghtceueness 1o 108 attamable by human effort.  Tho entite
henthen world rosted under the condemnation and *“ wrath” of
tewl, I proof of ita nnightcournesa the Apostlo sketches a pictura
of the morat condition of tho heathen warld so Llack that it can
acarcely e contemplated, and yet it 1lsshort of the actual reality,
NorconlLa plea of ienoratnee ava b, fur heathenism had supprossed
the revelation of Galan uature and n conecience, and had turned
Uus truth joto n lio.  Henee the Gratiles who had not the law of
Gad, were yt ' without excuse,” mnce they had persistently shut
the reyes to the light they had,  Nor were the Jews, who counted
themaels es aa much batter than the tesntiles, any better than thoy.
They, w3 well us the alherents of certam philosophical schools
among the haathen, daimed superionty to the rest of maskingd by
sitling 1 judo et opon them.  Thys woald unply, howover, that
thuee wha ya Ypred othera wero themselvea sinless,  No far from this
being the case, tho fact was that they were guilty of tho very things
which they cende nued.  Lhus the suiversal sinfulness of the buman
race 10 catabhished, and, weidentally, the noed of a salvation js
shuwn which shall be effectivo an reacuing men from the power and
gult of s In this reap ot all men without distinction, Jow as
well as Gzntile, hiad faali .

SR BICHTEOUSNLAY 0 el THEOUAN Y AN,

The .\postle was not n preacher of despair. Againat tho back.
#round of universal human failure hie oxbibita in vivid ontlinos the
doctrines of a now righteoueness, which is from God, and which is
oapable of working redemption fr all tho raco on conditions within
tho roach of all, It is of grace in thatitis wholly camerited.
Man has no claim on God which God is bound to sstisfy. Ol llis
own {reo will and abounding meroy tho plan for human rodemption
wan devised and exoouted. It reats upan the incaroation, suffer-
ivg doath, resurroction and ascension of Chrst, Throogb Him
God has displayed His own rightoousness, that is to say, Ilis utter
abhorenco and condemnation of sin, and at the samo time His
indnite compassion toward the sinner fallon aud hélpless nnder tho
power and guilt of sin.  This guilt Christ has borne, sud so borne

*An Expostiion of Losson 31 in The Bidle Study U o ;
School Lessons on ** The Threo Groas Apostles, I Umon - unday

as to osrry it away on bohall of overy oue why simply traste in
Him, He has broken tho power of sin, and now gives to every
btliover strongth to live a new life of holiness, Hence thers is &
rightcousnoes from God rovealod to every beliover in which acoept.
anco with God is freely and graciously bestowed throogh faith in
Christ. Thus God remains * juct,” and at the same time * the
Justifier of him which believeth in Jesns.”

Tho rosults of this justification aro most happy. OQur relation
to God, and (God's relation to us are rostored to their normal con-.
dition, We havo poaco with God, The joyful confidence of
children in their intercourss with a loving father tekes the place
of the catravgem. it oaused by sin. YWe bave bolduess of acoess
into tho palsce . divine grace, through Jesus Christ who is she
Door, and the only passport required isfaith in Him. Through
{aith evory hardship of life is furned into a discipline whereby
character is puried and porfected. The contemplation of this
wonderful redemption is fitted to inspirs profound love to God,
all the more sinoe the ground of our salvation is not our love for
Him, but His unparalleled love for aus.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International S. S. Lesson.
Lxssox V.—Pauvi’s Ministey at Corinta.—Avao. 1.
(dcts xviii, 1.11,)

Guipkd Text—** Othor foundation can no man lay than that is
laid, which is Jewus Christ,”—1I Cor. iii. 11.

Tz axp Prack—A.D. 62; Corinth,

IntRopueTion — It would seem that Paul left the care of those
who wero convortod at Athous with Dionysius, when he doparted
for Corinth., 1f Paul considercd it a failure to preach among the
intellectual the doctrines of the (lospel, ho had the opportunity of
preaching to o widely different class at Corinth. Wickedness pre.
vatled. The Jows rebelied against the truth, and he turned to the
heathen Gentiles, At this place ho suffered sovero inward conflict,
concorning his future work, and hero tho lord came and comlorted
him.

VEnsg vy Venrsg. L ¢ After these things.”—The events at
Athens described in our last lesson, Paul's stay at Atheas was not
over a month, It was proballo that a persccution was threatened
againat him, and that ho hastily left the city, and proccoded to
Corinth. Corinth waa situated on the isthinus which connccts the
two portions of Greece.  See Dictionary.

2 Aquils Priscilla.”—Most devoted friends of Paul,
persons of culture and picty. Thoy are always mentioned together.
From this wo conclude that they furnish a happy cxample of
harmony and sympathy in Ohristiau life. ¢ Claudius.”—The
fourth Roman Emporor. ¢ Commanded all Jews to depart.”—This
took place early in A.1). 52, on account of a revolt in Judea.

3. Wrought.”—aul 1sbored for his own support in Ephesus
and Thessalonica as well as in Corinth. ¢ Tentmakers.”—Manu-
faoturers of tents mado from hair of nativo goatas.

4. * Reasoned . . . and persuaded.”—From the Scriptures,
and tho personal testimony of cyo-witnesscs, P'aul showed that
Jeaus was tho Moasiah, and tho Gospel true. The gospel appeals
to reason and good scnsc. Among his converts in Corinth was
Epenetus, tho first fruit of his labor in Achaia; and tho father of
Stephanus was noxt ; then Crispus and Gaius.

5. Taul was at Corinth alone, and had beon laboring thero some
two or thrco months, when Silas and Timothy arrived together,
fram Macedonia ; Timothy from Theasalonica, and Silas from Berea.
In viow of the newa they brought, P'aul soon after wroto the First
Epiatle to the Thossslonians. When relieved from labor, by the
support brought by his companions, he had opportunity to give
more attention to the proaching of the gospel. Mo thorofore
unfolded the whole truth reapocting the lifo of Jesus.

6. * Thoy opprsed themselves.”—The word implies very atrong
opposition, as of a forco drawn up in battle array. It was an
orgauired oppesition. Tho Jows apoke vilely and falsely of Jesus
Christ aud His gospel. ** He shook his raiment.”—Indicating by
this that no further union existed between them. ¢* Your blood be
upon your own heads.” —Tho reaponsibility of your spiritual destruc-
tion rests with yoursclves. Whon argument and appeal brought no
caudid thought, 1'aul said sadly to the Jows in Corinth: * 1 will
troublo you no more.” * unto the Gentiles.”—In Corinth.

7 '* A certain man’s house.”—Used for teaching and worship.
Tor his own lodging ho atill remained with Aquila and Priscilla.”

8. * Crispue.”—THis firat couvort was the ruler of the synagogue
ho had left. His docided course made the conduct of others equally
decided.  ** Many of tho Corinthians.”—The idolatrous inhabitants
of Coriath.

9. Itis likely that Paul waa at this time much distressed, by the
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