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For the Sabbath Sohool.
International S. S. Lesson.

LEssoN XI.-MARcII 1.-GEN. \V111., 17-21.

À Blessitig b ai Naions.

GOLDUN TnxT.-"1 Ali nations of the cartlî shali bc
blessed in hi-Geri. z8- 8

The Lord said, Shail 1 lde from Abraham that thing
wbichi 1 do? (v. 17). The language shows the honour
put upon a mani by the mighty God But that is just
the glory of the divine grace-its %vondrous condeccrision.
Abraham is lifted up by this one divine act, to a sharîng
of thîe very inncrmost counsels of God's lieart. God
deait wvith him as a man deals with lus miost intimate,
conÇîdent Lai fricrid. tIn ont of the Psalms Nve reaci:

*.lfle secret of tho Lord ie witlî thcmn that fear luirn,
And hoe will show thon bis coveanut."1

The secret of the Lord means tht Lord's confideir..
tu the niargin it is I "Tie fricndsbip of the Lord." So
it wvos not for Abraliam atone that the reveating wvas
here made; it was for us as wvcll as for him. Alvays
the. secret of the Lord is wvith them that fear hini. He
tells us himnself that he will manifest himself to those
wvho love him. IlIf a man love nie lie wvili keep my
word; and my Father wvill love 1dim and we wvil1 corne
unto him and mnake our abode wvith him." Therefore it
is to those wvho love Christ and do his will that lie wvill
make knowvo tht secrtt things of his hear.

Abraham shahl surely become a great and mighty
nation. (v. z8) Out of this nation tht Messah wvould
corne in due time, Abraham was chosen as the father
of this new people. The divine plan for bus life wvas very
clearly marked out. God bas a plan for each and ever>'
life that he brings into this world. We cannet ail be
Abraham's. It is a serious thought that somnething af
the God's plan in the blessing of the wvorld is in tht
bands of each one af us, depends upon aur being faitbful.
What a motive this gives for being loyal to, God and
truc to our trust. For example, ta every father and
mother God eotrusts tht training ot their children for
hlm. If they arc unfaithful and their children's lives are
marrcd or corne to nothing beautiful, they* have failed
God in their place.

Ait the nations af the earth shall be blessed in ilm.
(v. 18). No other mani bas ever bod tht honour that
wvos Abrabami's, becoming the father of nations, carry-
ing in his faithfulness that whicb bas blessed ail the
earth. But in our measure every one of us may bc a
blessing, if not to ail nations, certainly ta many people.
The je'.vish people, with ail their faults and sins and
failings, sent blessing into, ail the aid world.

For 1 have krin hlm, ta, the end that he may com-
mand bis children and his househotd after hlm. (v. i9).
His mission wvas flot completed wvhen ho had lived his
own luec faitbfully and earnestly. . He ,%vas also ta, traiùi
bis fan:ily aright, sa as ta set their feet in the paths of
God's purposes. Many wvorthy men foit just bore. Tbey
arc good and saintly themselves, but they do not com-
mand their househoid after themn in the way of divine law.
Few tbings are sadder in life thon the homne wvhere the
parents are godly, but 'where the cbiîdten, throuth lack*
of early training and toaching drift into the %vorld.

That they ma>' keep the wvay of tht Lord.... to the
end that the Lord ia>' bring upan Abraham that wvhich
be had spoken to hlm. (v. îg.) First Abraliam wvas
responsible for the commanding of his chiidren after
hlm in the wvays of God. Next, bis children must kcep
the w.ay of the Lord, ,"«ta the end -that the Lord may
bring upon Abraham that wbich ho bath spokon af bim.~
That is, God's promises ta Abraham regarding the future
could not be fuifilled uniess bis chiidren were faithful to
their part ai the Lord's plan. On!>' by keeping God's
commaridments con tbey secure the carrying out oi the
divine purposes and plans wvhich began with their parents.

The Lord said, Becausc tht cry ai Sodom and
Gomorrah is great and because their sin is ver>' grievous,
1 wxll go do%,.n nowv and set wvhether they bave donc
altogotlier according tri the ofy ait, which is corne unto,

me. (VS. 2'o. 2i). God neVer ýunf5hCS \VSthoUt-falthfUl
iliquiry into the case. We too often formi our opinions
after hearing only one side of the nuitter. We are ait
apt tojudge from oui>' partial icnovledge. Hence we are
constantlydoingiînjustice toothiers. We miy talc a lesson
from the example of this case of Sodom and Gomorrali.

Christian Endeavour.
Daily Readirigs.

Fir* Day.-P.tul beforc the council.-ACtS 23: 1-10.
Second Day.-Paul à. dore Agrippa.-ActS 26: i-8, 22-27.
Tliird Day. -Christ beforc Pilate.- -uke 23 -1-9.
Fourth Day.-Wlio made man's mouth?-Exod. 4: 10-16
Fifth Day.-"« Not yc that speak."- Matt. io: 16-20,

32, 33..
Sixth Day.- Our lips are our own."-Psalin 12: 1.8.
Seventh Day. -Taming the tongue.-Jas. 3 - 2.12.

LPRAYER MEZETING Topîc, MARCH î8.-"'Taming the
Tongue," jas. iii; 2-12. As in the time of James so it
is to-day, the tongue unsanctified is a most fruitful source
of evii. Ruin.-d lives, blasted hopes, lost souls, testify
to, the awful powver of an untamed tongue. On tht other
hand many are the lilvs mode glad,. the hopes realized,
the souls saved that witness to the irresistable might of
a tongue used by the Holy Ghost. No mani can tame
it, says the apostie, but the Christ wvho bought it, can
bring it loto 'subjection to his ow.nholy wilI. When you
car masure the influence of a Spurgeon or a Moody,
then you can measure the influcnce of a consecratcd
tong?. Refcrence passages :-Exodus iv, 10-12; jer.

1,6-9 Isa. i, 4; Psa. xvii, 3; lXXi, 24; cxli, 3; Prov.
xxv, Il ; Mat- xii, .36-.7 ;"Luke vi, 45; Eýh. iy, 25, 29;
Col. iv, 6; Jas. i, 26.e

BRIEFLY PUT :-Capture the thoughts for Christ and
the tongue wil folIow, 2 Cor.. x, 5. Be neither tongue-
tied nor tongue afuled, Rom. x, Io. Our conversation
need nct always bt of grace,* but it should always bc
.wîth grace, Col. iv, 6. Season your speech wvith sait,
flot with spice, Col. iv, 6

Decided by No 1
We take pleastire in publishing tht opinion of one

of aur contributors in aur recent post card symposium.
Comment is unnecessary ; they speak for themselves.
The subject was, 11Should Christian Endeavour ocieties
hold Secular Entertainiments ?"

Rev. M. Scott, Hull, Q., wvrites -- I No, for it is
foreign to their airn which is Christian Endeavour and
flot secular endeavour. We do not ask'an Agricultural
Society ta, hold religious meetings. The members of
the Agriculturai Society can promote religion and the
members of the Christian Endeavour cao promate ihe
secular in other. spberes than their own anid çio it to
better effect. The moment one institution attempts to
do the work of another it bas wveakened in~ the--principle
wvhich gave it existence. AI] this wvould not hinider the
Toronto Exhibition being opened. by prayer ancd the
singing of the zootb Psalm any more than i t 'Vould
hinder the Christian Endeavour Society transact;ng
its necessary business. When a locomotive leaves tht
rails it is slower than a waggon, and iris hard to get it
back loto position again. So lot the Christian Endeavour
stick to it-9 principlesor it wvilI lose grdund and have
trouble to regain its peace. "

Miss Lizzie Ballard, Stratford, wvrites :-", No. In
the (z> plac-ý tht>' will retard Christian growvth. (2) The
Christian Endeavour is for the upbuildingý of Christ's
people arnd kingdom wvhich is not of this wvorld. (3)
lt wilI alienate the sdul from Christ, robbing it of use-
fulness to I*im. (4> t isan allurement from Christiasi
dut>'. (5) We cannoe serve both God and Mammon, ive
will either love the ont or bote the other. (6) [t xnay
prove a stumbling block ta the ungodly. If any mai.
see thee wbhicb hath knowvledge set at meat in the idols
temple shall nat the conscience of hlm that is wveak be
emboldened to cat those things that arc affered ta idols.'
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