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would t;hus be fairly shut ouit by a heatiien
one, it would be the, one wvhichi wa; only saved
1from siinilar treatinent by it,-isgifcn~.
lYitness.

A ýClRCULAR frorn L Coffin, of Fort
IDodg-e, Iowa, is before lis, iu wvhich lie cails
attention to the awvfui wvaste of humnan life
(in railwatys, from- the conipanies refusing to
put thi. same irmproved brakes and eouplings
on freiglît cars that are nowv universeil on pas-
s'enger trains. In Iowza the law rcquires al
caqualties to be reported by the coipatieý,.
MNr. Coffin says:

"4The report of the Coininissioners for 1888 shows 350
kiIled and injured by these two catuses alune, iii this State
last year. NNo have ini this nation niow risiwg 150,000
miles of railroad. if the saie death rate and injury
liolds ail over the nation as in Iowa (and wve have roason
to believe it is greater) there are not Ies4s thian 6,600 of
thiesc young mien groiind to death under the cruel iron
%vlieels, or caughit between the cairs and more or less
crippled for life each year in this country. "

Hie catis upon ai editors, and the public
getierally, to bring, pressure to bear ou the
v'arious Govertimentz% to cornpel the railways
to adopt lifè-sa-vingt coupliugs and brakes to
freigrht trains.

DECJ1MNG QUESTIONS.

-~T luis always been an anxious probleiln,
Hlow best to mnanage matters, wvhen

.'. those with îvhom the matter rested,
ivere flot, agreed on it?" The easy
way, and the general wvay, lias been

to deoide by a inajority. Wliere no principle is
involved, nor any great or vital interest, the
miinority subi-nits; and( there la an end of the
ni atter.

But it often happens that the iniority can, not
subtnit ; or the matters involved seeni to thein se
important, that they wviIl not. And thien there is
rebeilion, or separation, or hostile rîvar. h
old Ftxritans, as explained by Dr. Mackennal last
month in Toronto, did better: IlThe Congrega-
tionalists wait and labor for the*fi-e con-.-.n q/.,
If Christ be present in each assembly of lus
people, Ris wvill wvill be sure to be revealed to
thema, if they wait long enougli for it. A.ud so

tlîey concluded that deciding by a majority 'vas
too sitnmary and rougli a way of deciding mat-
ters. Betteî' to adjourn and meet a&,ain, and
agree lu one. And," added Dr. Mackennal, I
think ail tho.t is very beautiful!1

It is always safe and always best, nover to vote
on an impor"tant question, after there lias been
expressed a great divergence of opinion. Let the
voting be done at au ad:journed meeting. Almost
ail the Standing Rules of the varjous legisiative
bodiles are made foi' the express purpose of pro-
tecting the minority. Churclies do flot generally
have sucli Standing Rules. Occasions sometiînes
arise wvhen wve îvish they had. It is supposed that
love iles in the churcli, and that the love that
thinJceth no evil, and vaunteth not itself, wvill not
oppress a nuinority, nor do anything hastily or un.
justly. And this ought to be the case. We could
easily nuake cast-iron rules in our churches; but
in as far as wve did this, we 'vould lie drifting
away from the liberty we boast and dlaim.

Adinitting and excluding inembers is one of the
most sacred and important trusts that can be cern-
initted to a church. .And, as nearly as possible,
the conditions of the admission and exclusion
should be the sanie: take noue in Nvlio do not bie-
long to the lzingdoin of heaven-we nmust judge

wiîsely, eliaritably and reasonably on this point-
andi trirn none out unless tliey have denied the
flaitli, or made theiselves abominable, or until it
is found imipossible-aboring, with theni n3Ver s0
lovingrly-to have peace in the church while they
remain.

.How fat' other practices and otlier feelings have
prevailed in theNWestern Ohurch, Toronto, we do
not knowv. Only that fifty or more meinbeî's were
excluded f£rom fellowship, on a single wotion
moved, seconded, and carried, at a sin-le meeting
of the cliurch, is stated la the public prints as a
fact. And the more reokless part of the press
have gloried over the stormy meeting- at which
this %vas done; and poiuted at it, as too many
deliglit to point, to the discredit of religion.

A inan once told us of a chu rch, where, wlien
the old minister Nvas leaving, he said, "If you
want the Lord to send you a good minister, you
must be niuch la prayerV' " IAnd," said this
critical friend, Ilthey did not, pray a bit 1 " Il l
things " may lie euxpected in answer to humble


