EDITORIAL.

beneficial, they have not by any means
had all the benefits which might have
been derived from a conference of
churches. *‘In the multitude of coun-
sellors there is safety”, and far less like-
lihoud of misinformation or partisanship.
Not only does the formation of a new
church and the recognition of a pastor
affect the fellowship of the church thus
acting, but it also affects the fellowship of
the churches, and it is but right that
their advice should be sought in the
matter.

It is not for a moment assumed by
any one that legislative or judicial
authority is possessed by a Council
The utmost that can be done by them
is to simply give their advice to the
church, which advice may be received
or rejected as it deems best. There are
no individuals to be found in our
body who would be more earnest in
defending the liberties and privileges of
the churches than the members of the
Union who recently adopted the resolu-
tions on Councils,

We would earnestly urge our churches
to act upon the principles suggested,
giving them at least a few years of
fair trial. If there are Congregation-
alists who, like the Bourbons, never for-
get anything and never learn anything,
then they must be contented to grow
smaller and smaller and beautifully less.
The application of the principles may
be much wider t ... indicated in the
resolutions, including all cases where it
is needful for a church to receive ad-
vice from sister churches. It should
always be borne in mind that a number
of individuals invited to give advice, do
not form a Council, and cannot call them-
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selves such ; but they must in all cases
be the representatives of churches,
which churches have been asked tosend
their pastor and a delegate to form such
a Council. The resolutions passed by
the Union, and to which we have re-
ferred, may be found in the INDEPEN-
pENT for July, page 6.
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We have received a communication
dated Toronto, August 21st, and signed
¢¢ A Congregationalist,”” which we take
the liberty of transferring to our edi-
torial columns. It is a rule among Edi-
tors to take no notice of anonymous arti-
cles, and we confess our first impression
was to pitch the thing into the waste
paper basket. But on second thought
we changed our mind ; for though its
English is somewhat defective, it is racy,
and had the writer signed his or her
namne, it would have been somewhat cou-
rageous. It also has the merit of com-
ing from that side of the lhouse which




