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'l'le Aliove abstract im made %lit froua the PIerOU TAY ASSOCIATIO:.
TIreastircr's Return, presented to the Sysiod IVc take the liberty of dirccting the attep.
oan the 2nd of July hast. ino u edr teA ua ept,

JAME ClitiSir,,Synd Clrk.the aheve body, publitqhed in another portio,
IRF.ORT OF SECRE-T ART OP LAY ASSOCIATI .ON of the Record. Sncbl assqociations have he.

EOR THE YEAÏL ENDING 30TIL couic a niecegsity in every wel organized
jusp. 1860: $ Church, andi their absence is a strong indica.

1 ion, of want of life andi earnestness among
PICToU, 2nd Jiy, 1860. 1 thc iaitv. W~e are glati te observe that the

Suut,-I hicg to submit the following Rle- 1formatiýn of sucli a soeîety has been strongit
port of thc Lay Association 8iYice the mieeting j urgeti Ilon our brethren ln New Brunswick
of the Synod in June, 1859. 1 transmit biere- 1at the las1;t Synoti, and we hope that ail mem.
with the Re.port of the Treasurer to the 30th bers of the v'arious Chirches will zealousiy
<if June last. Front this Rteport it appears co-operate with their ministers ini carring
that the sut» of £75 8s. O 1-2d. lias been 1 out the v'arious arrangements u4ecessary Ï0.
coliecteti by the various branches of the Asso- puttingr them ini gond working order. Ail
ciation, and paid into the Trcasurer since my titat; is-requireti is rnethod and rigid repulat.
list Report, and after the payaient of ail de- itv i» coilecting. Generaily speaking, if the
niands due tu this date, the* balance in, the oifject is set cicarly before the peopale, ard
Trcasurer's hands aniounts to, the auti of the coliectors eall at stateti intervais, thev
£122 16s. 4 1-2d. Aithougit there is a anani- wiii pay with the utmost cl:ceerfuiuess. M é
fest inaprovenient in the aifairs of the Associ- would thierefore recommndt above I things,
ation, as compared with last year, stili a glaxîce to collect 2reqlarl)-in, sal suais, ani if
at the amnousnts i)aid by cach of the congrega- possible frai» ail. Large sumos are no doubt
tdons ia wiuich the Association is in operation, desirabie. but it is inuci better as a general
reveals aut indifference and want of energy rule to get a littie front ail, tiîan a compara.
very muchi to be regretted. Qne or two con- tively large suni fron a few. In the lirst
gregations have done %-ery wvell indeed, but i îuace the Interest of the wlaole church is en.
the mnjority of them, have flot iu n my opinion Listeti by tlue one pian-while by the other,
at ai approaehed to, what mnigit fairly be exc- we cani scarceiy expeet to keep up the fuadi
pected from. thieai. New Glasgow, as usual, easiiy ta, a given priint. A gentleman gives
stands at thc head of the list, 'whiie next ta £5 or £0, and understande that he has done
it, taking the ability of the people into con- once for ail a hantisome thing, anti does net
sideration, cornes the West Brancbi of Rivtr expect to have a coilecting book thrust under
John. The highest praise is duc ta the latter his nase nest quarter or next year; it is the
congregation for the large suni thcy have first and the final suhacription, anti thus the
coliected, au campared with weaithier andi saeiety aftcr a grand etart perhaps ruas a
more favoreti congregations, and it wouid be considerable risk of dying of inanition. 0ur
,weil if the sanie 0si) rit mninfested itself in motto tiierefore, la stiali smns and maay ci
other conigregationrs froni whona more is ex. thiein.
pected. I.Ve are glati ta observe sortie indications

Meetings have heen lield iii nearly ail the of inaprovenient upon 1ast > ear ia the finan.
branches by a comnaittce of clergymen and cial affairs of the Pictou Lay Association, but
lnywien, andi the more cerrgetie support of we regret ta sav that as a avbole iL is by ne
thet, Association strongly 'Irgt d~f upon the a- means what it shoniti bc. £75 pounds is a

le t was lioped that thle.se nieetings wouid sinail suni to ho reaisud in a twelvemsortn
result iii iargeiv increaseri collections; but iu front eleven congregations, but it is oniy- fait
this we have been, (Ilsappoi ite(], as is nîanifcst ta say tliat several sutis ivcre actuaily coilect-
front the reLturm of the Treasurer. cd andi l hand, dite to the credit of the past

ilà is more nccessary titan ever that; the ycar, wii wcre uuot forwarded in tinte te
Association shoulti ho sustaincd ini its, efforts, the Treasurer, so that the present doca flot ini
as kt uili tlîis ycar, besides the obligations real.ity present the reai state of the fands of
aircady inicirret, lie ohliged te anake very the Lay Association, for wvhichi deficienry,
conisiderable provision for aid to the M.tly however, the country coliectors have t1iea
Reccord, shouil thec funds at ail warrant such j selves ta Mlante. Great credit is (lue ta Ncýw
ant expeuiditure. * -Glaqgow% for the atnouint iL shows for the p)rc

1 am. J)ear Sir, senit as weil as former vears, andi the rest1à
Yours very trul, is owing not to any greater anaotnt of abiiitî

(Signed) J.MsMiOA., or innate iiberaiity, but simiply, we believe ta
.Sec'y Lay 4.ssociùffon. tic fideiit), and sîaa-tho(l wit whieln the opIer.%

John McKrea-y, Esq.-. tions of the saeiety are carrieti ont, by the
>ruietofthe Lnay Asî'ni. divis3ioni of the parish iuta districts, anti Tr

gular colctors. According ta the statistiCa!
returtis iii hast vears Record, the atiherents of.
New Glasgow Chiurchi nunubereti 1100-the
of Mite congregations iii Pictou Prcsbter
0100-sa that any chld could tell us by thi


