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tion of this rite, furnished by inspiration it-i in store for us, and not of the painful
self, and, we conceive, it will be found to in- ; befure us, that we should think. ~Christ
clude all the most important views that can | us tagether to-day, not to sit in judgmen
be taken of it. Let us consider, then, this | us,—not to condemn us, but to feast us,
forenoon, what are some cof the thoughts |is not our services hie demands,  Thisis
which the term before us suggests, and may | a work-day, but a holiday. This is n
He who instituted the ordinance so assist our | tinie for gloom, buu for rejoicing,—a time
meditations that our observance of it may lse‘ welcoming our Saviour among us, and
honoring to Tlim, and attended with much | joicing in his love. The favors are ali
comfort and edification to owrselves, sided. Tt is His to give ; it is ours to reee
By the term used in the text, we are taught, | Feur, on such an oceasion, is completely
in the first place, to view the sui)per as an | of place. Rather let our expectations
entertainment provided for 15, Everything | desives be vividly excited. We are
counected with the rite suggests this idea. , to-day with the Prinee, and doubtless the
‘The table spread, the bread und wine pro- | tertainment will be one of princely m
vided, the seating oursclves round the table, | cence,
the partaking of the elements—these are all | This leads me to notice, more particuls
significant to us of the nature of the orli-, as the sccond fact implied 1 the text,t
nance, pointing it out to us as a feast pre- | the entertainment provided is Christs.
wared for our use. OF course, itis not a feast | was instituted, it is furnished by, it is ho
in the literal sense of the term. Lo look at ; ed with the presence of Chaist.
it in this light—to usc it as a means of ap-;  We have already seen how much thef
prasing the hunger or pampering the appe- | that it is Christ himself who has provided i
tite, was the great fault of the Corinthians— ; entertainment for his people, is fitted tom
this was the eating and drinking unworthily | move th. ir fears,and to lead them to appr
which drew down judgments on their heads. | the table with confidence. No less a ma
Ntill, tha carefulness shewn, to embody the , for sincere gratulation to the Christianm
iden of an entertainment, in the rite itselfy | it be to know that Christ is spiritually pres
clearly indicates that this was the chicf light | ut this ordinance. We know that wher
in which it was intended that we should re- | two or three are met together, in Hisn
gaxd ity though the feast was to be sphiitual, | there is Christ to bless them and to do
and not literal, in its nature. j good, and we cannot doubt that he ises;
Though we are all familiar with the view j cially present with his people, when they
of the ordinance to which we have been re- | met together to commemorate his dyingh
ferving, I fear we do nut think of it suflicient- | The ovdinance is well fitted to suggest
lvin this light. T fear there arve not a few | bresence of Christ on this occasion. Aa
among us who look forward to it with fear | tertainment naturally leads us to think of
and trembling, as if in it Christ were seated | entertainer. We naturally recall the night
sternly as a judge, on his tribunal, waiting to | its first celebration, and feel that as Chnyt
reckon with us on account of our transgres- | at the head of the table then, so does hew
sions, and who are really thankful wh n the  in spirit. The care which the apostie
udeal which they feel must be passed through | shown to preserve the very words which &
is over.  Such men, instead of wishing that; Saviour used on the occasion, and the evid
this ordinance should be often dispensed , intention that these words, on each renew
among them, would really be glad could they | celebration, should be repeated, word f
get rid of it altogether. "When they are led | word, as if still coming from, still uttered
to observe it at first, it is not as a high privi- | himself'; this was evidently done purpos
lege, but as one of these Christian obligations | in order that we might still see Christ wi
which, though imposing on them a severe | us, might still hear his voice among us, mi;
trial, must be_got over; they must summon | still receive from his hands—his ministen
to their aid all the resolution they are pos- | servant being the mere medium—the preci
sessed of, in order to their complying with it; , blessings with which this table is spread.
they observe it, not i the spirit of adoption, | We are not, indeed, left to conjecture
but in the spirit of bondage; and on every | the matter.  Our Saviour expressly promi
return of it, they require to summon up a, te be Yresent on the fature great occasions
wmore than ordinary degree of nerve; they , the celebration of the Supper. In Matth
must, in fact, bcontent to be uncomfortable ; he says, speaking of the cup. “But 1
for a time, till the duty is over, and glad are . unto you, I will not drink henceforth of ¢
they when its various services finished, they , fruit of the vine, until that day, when Id
can breathe more freely, iit new with you in my Father’s kingdo
Are these, my friends, the feelings with | By his Father’s kingdom here, our Sasi
which to enter on an eatertainment? No | evidently does not mean heaven ; for with!
wonder, when such views are taken of the propriety, could Christ be said to drink
ordinance, that so many hold back from ob- | with his disciples there, and in no sense
serving it.  But why should we feel in this Christ be said to drink it new, with |
way? Itis of what we are to get, and not| there. ‘There is, indeed, a Keculiamy in
of what we are to do—it is of the good things | wording of this verse, which is deserving




