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TuE COURT OF STAR CHIAMBRE.

could appease the vindictive spirit of the
baughty archbishop but the muin of the
mian to whoi lie owed bis elevation. For
sorne frivolous preteuce ho was brouglit
before the Star Chambar, and fined £10,-
000, committed to the Tower during the
kiug's pleasura, sud suspended from office.
In order to levy this fine, the officers
seized the furniture aud books of tha pal-
ace of Bishop Williams, and found thera
axnong soine refuse papers, sorne letters
from oua Osbaidiston, a schoolmiaster, di-
rected to tha bishop. In these the writarj
spoke of a littie great inan, sud in o11e
place of a littie urce l. As Laud was di-
minutive in stature, it was conjectured
that these expressions referred to him;
wbereupon the bislîop was tried for re-
ceiving sucb scaudalous letters, though
lio had neyer shown them to any oua, and
Oshaliston for writing tham ; and the
first was fined £8,000, and the other seni-
tenced to pay a fine of £5,000, sud to
have bis ears nailed to the pillory in sigbit
of bis own scbool.

Thesa will sufica to show the nature
of the offènces of which this court took
coguizauca, and the character of the pun-
jaliments which it imposed. The cases
of Prynne sud Lilburua, already inu-
tioned, will serve to show the spirit and
character wbich pervaded the proccedings,
by wlîich the court accomplisbed i ts pur-
poses. iloth these trials took place in
the time of Charles. Tfli Puritains had
already obtained a strong footbold in Eng-
land, and were nîaking theinsaives fait,
by their bold advocacy of civil as 'well as
religious liberty. Wboevar, therefore,was iu any mannar ideutified with this
odious sect, was particularly obuoxions to
the vengeance of the Star Chamber.
Among the peculiarities of the Puritans
was a strict observance of the Sabbath,
as weil as aversion to stage plsys sud pro-
fane sports genelally. To counteract this
spirit, the clergy were rcquired by procla-
mation to read what was called "'the
Book of Sport t" in their churches, by
which certain sports and pastinies were
to ha used by the people on Sundays, after
the eveling service. Add to this, that
Chai-les and bis queen at trnes were pres-
ent at the exhibition of stage plays, and
that she at turnes took part bersaîf in
masques and oA'ier like exhibitions at
court.

ln this state of public feeling, Prynne,

who wus a barrister-at-law of Lincoln'a
Inn, and a Puritan of the straitest sect,
published lis fainous Histrio MIastyx, a
huge volume of a thousand quarto pages,
aimed at stage plays, music. dancing, pub-
lie festivals, Christmas sports, bonfires,
and iMay-poles. For this 1' libellous vol-
mine " he was arraigned before the Star
Chamhe-. Wrhat made it a littie more
remarkalIe, ha had been licensed by Ab-
bott, Laud's predecessor, as Archbishop
of Canterbury, to publish a considerable
part of this work. In bis address to the
court, Mr. Noy, the Attorney -Geneoral,
statas several of the offensive parts of this
work, and arnong othar things states what
it attacks: " witche-y, church ceremonies,
&c., indistinctly ha falleth upon them ;
then upon sitars, images, hair meni and
women, bishops and bonfires, cards and
tables, do offend him, and parukes do fal
within the compass of bis themnes." The
trial occupied three days, and the fourth
wvas consumed in pronouncing sentence
against hijui. Among bis judges was
iRichardson, the Chief Justice of the
King's Bencbi, who began w-ith this sig-
nificant language "Since I have bad
the honor to attend this court, writing
and printing of books have been exceed-
in gly found fanît withal, sud have re-
ceîved sharp censure, and it doth grow
every day worse and worsa; every man
taketh upon himi to understand what ho
conceiveth, and thinks he is nobody ex-
cept hae ha in print. We are troubled
here with a book,-a monster-mon-
struni /orrcdtin, iinforin, iïègens!I" &c.
',I would to God in heaven the devii aud
ail aise that had thair heads and hands
therain, besides Mr. Prynna, were, &c. ;
for I tlîiik they are ahl iii willers to the
State, and deserve severa punishmant as
weil as Mr. Prynna doth." "For the
book, I do hold it a most scandalous, in-
fanions libel to the king's majesty, a most
pions and religious king ; to the queen'a
majesty, a mnost excellent sud gracions
queen,-such a one as this kingdom,
neyai' enjoyed the like, aud I think the
eartlî neyer had a better." "I1 say, oye
neyer saw nor aar ever heard of sncb a
s-caîîdalous and seditious thing as this
misshapen ionster is." Hie then pro-
ceeds to read suudry extracts from the
book, drawing fromi them inférences the
most forced and unnatural. 'fbus, in hi&
general sweep for historical illustrations


