
Simpson, or even for Seattle, -one thousand miles distant on tlie

ocean,- to sel! his skins. An Indian whomi I know, %vent iii his canoe
last year to Seattle and iiere sold his bear skins, sonme forty odd, and
returnied with $t ,4oo in cash. Of the Indian character 1 will spe)ak
further on.

Next iii value to the fur trade of Alaska stands the salmon industry

which lias been developed to an astonis'ning deg,-ee during the last

decade.

'l'le animal pack now isabout 700,00 ase -nearly $-,ooo,ooo in

value. Nearly the hiaif of the output cornes froiiî the Karluk Rý'iver on

Kadiak island. Tlhis streami is iiot over tifty fLet wide and not long,
yet a dozen canneries dr-aw tlîeir supply therefromn. Sonie years the run
of salmnon i> muuh(-I greatcr tlian wtual. I uring th îas besns~

wvere very plentiful. AXbout the beginingi- of lune tliey commence

comning in (rom the ocean to asccnd the btreans for spawning. As tie
sommiier advances thieir number increases , tip e% ery river and streani,
rivulet and ru!l, instinct drives themi to fui! their mission. Many sur-

ceed, but hondreds of thousands, na, ililions, perish niiserably at the

mouthis of torrential streamis or cascades, attracted thither by the freshi

wvater. 'Yhey are p)trstied and attacked by the dog-fishi, a species of

slîark, and one often secsý salmon bwiniming about with piec.es bitten

out of their sides ; and again towards fall thousands are found, blind,
hoî)elessly swimiing;iý about the mouth of their gaol. It Is a pitiful sighit.

1'leir race is run. 1-Iighi tide piles them on the beach to rot. For

miles the air becomies offensive beyond endurance, and more thanl once

wvas 1 obliged to change our proposed anchorage on account ot the

shoals of dead salmion. Iii south-eastern Alaska aIl salmion are packed

by Chinese who are imported for the scason (rom Portland or San

Francisco.
Next to the salmnon the codfish stands foremost in qoantity as wvell

as in commercial importance. However, as the demand ib lirnited, the

developmient of the cod-fisheries is very limited, the annual catch being

only about $40,000. Thle fish next in importance is the halibut, which

is found in great nombers in favoured localities in south-eastern Alaska.

It and the saîrnon formi the great staple for consomption b>' the natives.


