
2 >e Elements.

been lately discovered;, yet it doe.3 not appear, 1
think, that we can inake any better or g renter lise
of water since tlie discovery thian we dià before.

We can never think of the elements, without, re-
fiecting upon the num,_ of distinct uises which, are
consolidated ln the sar 3ubstance. The air sup-
p)lies the] Iungs, supports fire, coiiveys sound, reflects
fight, diffuses smells, <ives rain, wivafts ships, bears
Up birds. TJ'iter, besi(les miaintaining ýts owii inhia-
litaîits, is the tuniver&aI nourishier of plan>ts, and
through theim.of terrestrial animiais -it is the basis
of' theirjuices and fluids, dilutes theïr food. quench-
es their tlîirst, floats tikir burdens. -rire warmis,
dissol-es, enlightens; it is the great pronioter of ve-
getation and lité, if not neccssary to the support ot
botli.

\Ve mîght enflarge, to almost 4any Iength ive plens-
ed, upon eachi of thebe uses; but it appears to me
alnost suflicient to state them. Thc fèwv remarks
whicli ljudga it necessary to add, are as follow.

1. Ain is essentiallv difficrent fi-om eartb. There
ailpears to l)e no necessity for an atmiospliere's in-

ourÏ globe ; yet it does invest it, and wve se
*Iiiay,-ow various, and 1how importantar h

i»irposeýý which it ansivers to evcry order of animat-
ecd, îiot to say organized beingys, wlîich are pne
iJpon the tcrrcstriail sur-face. I tinkil, that every one
ofthese uses will be under:stood upon the flrst men-
tion oftheni, except it be that, of rcfîcc/n lit,
wvhich may be explained thius :-If' I ad the power
of seeing oiily by ineans of rays comîing dîirectly
froiîn the sun, whenever À. -1 rnv back upon this
luminary, 1 shiould find inyself in .1darkness. If I
haid the power of seeingr by reflected light, 'vet by
mneans onily of lighit rellected fr-om solid niiasses,
these masses would shine indee-d and clistený but it


