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and duty of present hioliness, 1 conseerated myseif to God, body and
spirit, doliberately, voluntarily, and for ever. 1i had comxnunicated My
purpose to no0 huinan being. There wvas notlîing said; nothing written.
It was a simple volition; a calmn and unchangeable resolution of mind; a
purpose silently but irrevocably made, and suc h as any Christian is capa-
ble of inaking. But simple as it wvas, I regarded it as a crisis in my
moral being which IîaF, pcrhaps, affeeted my eternal destiny. I acknow-
Iedge that 1 took thls important step in comparative darkncss; that is to
say, clouds wcre rouad about mie, and I went by fhithi rather tlian by
sighlt; but I liad an unwavering confidence in God, that lie would in bis
own tinie and way carry nie throughl and give mie the victory. This im-
portant decision wvas muade in the suminer of 1839, and about the iniddle
of July. Two alinost immniiediate and înarkcd resuits followed this net of
conseuration. The one was an ininmediate reinoval of that sense of con-
demnation whieh liad followcd nie for many years and had filled rny
mind with sorrow. The otlher result which also alinost immediately fol-
lowed, was a greatly inecased value and love of the Bible. It required
no g-ruat, effort of reasoninig to percuive that in doing the whole will of
God, whiclh liad beconie -tlie fixed purpose of my life, -1 2illu$t tukce thec
BiUe for rny gidie. As I opened its pages froni day to day, its great
trutlis disclosud tliselves to my mmnd with an impressiveness and
beauty unknown before. And this resuit, indcpendently of thc aid im-
pliéd in thc biblical promise that those wlho do the will of God shall un-
derstand bis communications-, was What inighit have aaturally and reason-
ably been expected. Before this tiuie, readiug everywhere nmy own
condemnation, I liad iasensibly but voluntarily closed iny eyes to thc
doctrine of presenit holiness, which, shines forth. bo brighitly and continu-
nlly frorn the saered pages. But now I found holiaess everyw~here, and
feit that I began to love it.

2. I niow proceed to, mention some other changes of mmnd wliieh I
soon pa,,sed through. In Deceinlber of the year 1839, I visited the eity
of New York on business, which brouglit me into communication with
certain persons who, belonged to the MNethodist denomination. I was
providentially led to formn an acquantance also with other pions iMetho-
dists, and was exceedingy happy in attending a number of meetings
which hiad exclusive refereace to, the doctrine of hioliness and to personal
noly experience. In these meetings I took the liberty, nlt.hough. comi-
paratively a stranger, to profess nmyself a believer in the doctrine of hiohi-
ness and a seeker after it. ând I found mnyseîf greatly encouraged and
aided by thc judicicus remarks, thc prayers and the sympatimiesof a number
of Christian frieads. As I aow perceive, the great difficulty at this time in.
the way of my victorions progress was nmy ignorance of the iumportant prin-
ciple, that SANCTIFICATION as Well as justification, is by FAIMU. By con-
secrating myseif to God, I lad put myseif into a favorable condition to
exereise faith; but I had neyer felt and undcrstood the imperative ne-
cessity of' the exercise, viz: of Faith as a sanctif.qiîg instrunientality..
My Methodist friends, to whom this view was fam;iliar, gave mime, in the
spirit of Chîristian kiadness, umucli instruction and assistance here, for
which I desire to be grateful to theni. 1 found thnt 1 nust give Up the
systemn already too long cherishied, of walking by signs and nmanifestations,
and sensible experience, and maust commit everything, in liglit and in.
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