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two and stiI<çhed together, and serving as clasps for thse
se p1i an&- petais of NymPheza coerulea, Savi, and-

Nj'mhau LousHook., thse whole strurag on strips cf the
leiveb of the d.ate palm. Besidcs the wreaths, diere were
ira the coffin at the side of tise bcdy', and fastened between
the bandsi cncircIing thse muînmy, whole flowers of
Nytmpz coerulea on stalks cighteen or twenty incises
long. The water-iies tbus scattered scp2rateiy on the
înummy wcre ail of the blue-flowered species. Ara exa-
mination of tiiese enuire flowers and 'lie sepals and petals
in the wreatbs, whether of thse wvhite or of the blue-
flowered species, leavcs no deubt whatever respecting
their identity with the living plants so, common in ditches
2t thse present day, especially ina Lower Egypt, wiscre they
blossona frot july te November.b

Thse I>nymphaa coend1ea, Savi, which figures on ail the
aracient monuments of 'Egypt and among the offerings
paiaatcd on the wails of the temples is often recognisabie
froin the blue colour of its petais. Ina the temple of
Ramses II. 'at Abydos the colour is remarkably weil pre-
served, and besides there is always a leaf associated wath
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each cluster cf flowers, clearly demonstrAting by its entire
(flot toothed) margin that the species represented is N.
coeruilea and flot N. Lotuis. Thse latter, whose sepals and
petals occur abundantly in thse wreaths taken faons thse
coffras of Ramses Il. anad Amenhotep, I., has flot been
found by me on the ancierat monuments, though Linger
records an instance at Beni Hasian where thse white
flower could be rccognised. With regard te thse question
ta which of the species the old name Lotus properiy
bclongs, I have been able ta ascertain the foilowing tacts.
No designa on thse ancient monuments is referable te
.A'eluniblum; neither tue fruits nor thse leaves, se easi!y
characterised, are recognisable. Furtiser, ne reptains of
Neli.mbitim have been found cither in the coffins or
among thse offerings and funeral repasts depositcd in the
vatits of the Pharaohs. Thse Lotus was flot referred to.
Neltiuiim uratil a very mucis later epocis. This plant
has flot beera found amang the wild plants cf a _ patof
Africa. It is einineratly Asiatic, anad was perhaps not
introduced inta Egypr before thse Persian invasion. At
the lime cf Raiadus it was probably cultivated every-
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Fiac. j-Portion otf Punerai Wreath from the tomb of Itam."s Il. (loco to z2oo a c), composed of the folded [caves of imapSAjrtandi the

petals of Nem.O/Afa c4nuea, Savi, auatched togeeher Wath stnsps of the leaves of the Date Palm. A Separate ltaf of Mruo..~Amei

where 'r Egp, o we often find it ina the mosaics, sculp- -that of M. KuaIzrnel, Bruce, a species spread through-
tares, &c.,'of thatr peraod, associated with papyrus and> out Abyssinia and the region cf the Upper Nile; yet noa
animais characteristic uf the Nile, and easily recognised species of the gcnus is found wild in Egypt. The leaves
by its fruit. forming the wreaths ina question should belong te tbè

The most ancient writer who treats of the Egyptian jsamne species as the fruits fôund ina the tombs. .Never-
Lotus in such a way as ta leave no doubit that he nieant ithclcss, in comparing them V.lth numerous specimens of
the Ndlumbieim, and not a specte.5 of .Nmheis Mimusops Kuim-mel, I did flot meet with the perfect
Herodotus (ah. ii. cap. 92); aftcr him Theophrabtus jiidentity one would have cxpected fromn the reseniblance
("Hist. Plant." lib. iv.), and then Strabo, white Pliny of the fruits. In Central Africa, and especially ira Ab)s-
(lib. xiit.) cleariy altudes to, a. Nymphcea in a comparason sinia, an allied species, ÏI. Sthdniberi, exists, the ]eaves
of the fruit with the capsule of a poppy. of whicb are rnuch more like those of thse wreath..

The Mimuwps was evidently a sacred trce ta the A longer, and especially a sienderer, weaker petiole, and x
ancient Egyptians. The fruits, or the stone>, of thse more acute, less abruptly acuminate blade charactetise
fruits. which bail been eaeen, are often found in the these leaves. XVith regard te, thse fruit of Mf. Schimperi;
fîerAl repasts ina the vaults; and the leaves flot only 1 have flot had an opportunity of studying it. More-
occur in the wvreaths of thse ancient empire but likewise over the two species under consideytation are flot suffi-
ira those of later ties, even down ta the GraSco- Roman ciently established as distinct species. But an anatonical
epoch, as specimens ina the Leyden Museuin tcstify. character came te my aid. Dr. Westerinaier of Berlin

The fruit of Afimusops foaînd ina Egyptian tombs I ex- bhas ascertained that thse leaves of MimusoPs Sckim#eri
actdy rescanbles-cxccpt that the stancs are a littie thicker and cf Mf. Efengz; L, have a double layer of epidernrial

' Ili ancient frui:, however. have castaally a thkcer stonc th e cells, a character thev possess ins common with thse leaves
anzlez of which appear tc si ore promineau t1mainl that of M.lt r nso thse ancient torrbs ; whereas in the leaves of AM.

Druce. Kummel there is oraly a sinagle epidermal layer of ceils.

[July, 1863.


