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eighty-one, that dedication is a model of pro-
priety and grace. In the same year in which
he dedicated a political work to the Queen of
England hie dedicated a scientific work to the
UJniversity of Edinburgh, which selected hlm
foi' its Chancellor in 1860. Thbat volume con-
tained treatises upon inathemnatirs and physica,
writtcn beween 1796 and 1858, upon the most
vatious subjects-general theorems of geome-
try, problems of Keppler, dynanie priîîciples,
the differential calculus, the architecture of the
ceils of becs, analyticai and experimentai re-
searches into lighit, the attraction of forces,
and lastiy, flic admirable speech which hie de-
livered at Granthani, npon the occasion of in-
augrurating the monument to Sir Isaac New-
ton." Alter dcscribing the residence at Cannea
and the industrious and iearned iif*è which
Brougham passed there during many winters,
and where he died on May 7, 1868, M. Mignet
thus su nmd up bis estimate of his character:

_"lHenry, Lord Brougham, belongs to the
number of the great muen of bis timie and of his
country. Endlowod with cxtraordinary genios,
possessed of vast knowledge, gifted with brul-
liant talentsq, ai ated by i ncom parable ardour,
he devoted the thouglits of bis mmnd, the
enthusiasm of his soul, the resources of his
knowledge, the brilliancy of bis talents to the
service of the noblest causes-to the progress
of justice, of Iaw, of intelligence, of humanity.

A Reformer without a chimera, a Conserva-
tive without a prejudice, ho never separated,
either in bis writings or in his actions, what
was expedient from what was right, and

htwa is pride tokeep in accord the fr-ee
advanccmeît, of mon and the moral order of
society.

Ho was also the defender of polit cai liberty,
the persuasive advocate, of civil cquality, the
zealous promoter of public education, the elo-
querit supporter of humian emancipation. Il-
lustrious by his works, memorable by bis
services, Lord Broughami îîust be counted
among tbose great moen w~ho bonour the coun-
try whose glory they sustain, Who miaintain
What is rigbht and stren-tberi wbat is good,
and Wvho. by the brilliancy of their talents and
the generosity of' their souls, are hcid by pos-
terity in cverlasting esteem."--Law Journal.

-RAILWAY GRANTS.

The eonstruction of railroads as nids to the
lettlement of our public lands is an enterprise
cof the lîighcst national imnportance, and as
SBUeh ougbylt tii reccive from the community and
,from tbe Govcrnment ail the assistance which
they can command. Every person inuet have
Been witbl satisfaction the lilberitlity witliwhieh
Our rural and urban miunicipalities have sub-
Scribed to the stock of' tbe va1rious c9mpaflie
?iow in procces of organizati)n or wbich are
ftiready pushing on the construlctio)n of new
-liies. Tbe Provincial Legislatture bas re-
sOlvcdl to insure the success of these enter-
Prises hy granting to tbcm large tracts of the
Public lands. Are these grants constitutional?

Sueh ie the queqtion to whieh the writer pur-
poses to draw publie attention. This point of
conetitutional law would have been raised
more opportunely before the incorporation of
these companie; but it cannot ho denicd, even
at the prescrit time, that it is one-of great
practical, importance. If the succese of' the
present railway rnovcment depende in great
mensure on the grant of those publie lande ;
if the moncy votes of the municipalities have
been given on tlme f4ith of tbeee graits, iL be-
comie@ necessary to ascertain tbat their legal-
ity cannot be called in ques;tion. If the con-
stitution is defective in tbis respect, it must
be amendcd, not violatcd. The foilowing
opinion is published only after a full discus-
sion in tbec editorial committea of the Revue,
and afcer baving receivcd the approbation of
several confrères of the Mon treal Bar.

By tic common law, ail the publie lands
are Uic property of tic Crown. It was form-
erly a disputed question whethcr the Kinge of
England bad tlic rigbit to alienate the Crown
Lands. In course of timie thic Kinge certainly
exercised the riglît of granting the Crown
Lands at tlîeir pleasure. But Ulic excoise of
tbis prerogative liaving greatly impovcrished
the (Jrown, it bas been restrained by several
modern etatutee.*

In the Province <4 Canada previous te 1867,
the public lands were the property of the
Crown far Provinciail purposes and subjeet to
ma'î-y restrictions enuimerated nt length in
chapters 22, 23 and 24 of the Consolidated
Statu tes of Canada. Certain free grants could
even bc made by the Govemnor in Council.
As to the Legisiature, its power over the pub-
lie lande was unlit-nited.

Under the Britisli North America Act of
1867, the ten îîrc of the public lande bas under-
gone very largo modifications. The ownership
is vested ini Uhc Dýminion or in the Provinces
acoording to the nature and situation of the
propertv. Witb regard to the Dominion, sec-
tion 108 declarce thant ",Tbe Public Worke and
Property of eneu Province enumerated in the

third sehedule in tuis Act, shaHll ho the pro-

pcrty of Canada."' Thîis property comprises
the canais, public harboursiand fortifications,
and otliers of alike n9ture.

Tbe righit of ownership in the Dominion of
thie property is absolute and free from ail re-
striction. Sect on 91 enatcts that the exclusive
logislativc aîîtlîûrity (,f tie M.rliamcnt of
Canada extende to certain mattere therein
spccificd and particularly to "lthe publie debt
and pr-opert.'.

Ie it tbus ih the rigirt of ownership vcsted
in the severail Provinccs ? Section 109 declares:

"AIl lands, mines, minerais and royalties be-
longing to the several Provinces of Canada,
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick at the union,
and ail sumns then due and payable for such

lands, mines, mincrale and royalties, shall
belong to the several Provinces of Ontario,
Quebec, Nova Scûtia, and New Brunswick, in

* 5 Cruise's Dig. 46. 2 Greenlea! on Rleai Property, 89.
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