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, Worshipped. Not an act of obeisance to Moses and Aaron, but of
thankfulness and prayer to God. (5) Notice the steps of faith : 1,
Hearing ; 2, Beholding ; 3, Believing ; 4, Praying ; 5, Praising,

1 And afterward Moses and 1. Went in, T, the presence of the king, doubtless accompanied
Aaron went in, and told Pha- | by a dele, ation of the elders of Istacl. ~ PLaraoh, Probably
roah, Thus saith the Lord God | Thotmes If. who was residing at Zoan or Tanis, in Lower Egypt,
of lsrael, Let my people go, | adjoining the land of Goshen, He wag a man of vacillating character,
that they may l.,.h] a feast | but influenceq by the stronger nature of his wife Hatason, who was
nnto me in the wilderness, also his sister, such marriages being not unusual in ancient Egypt.

Thus saith the Lord God, It would be preferable to read,
‘*Jehovah God of Israel.” To hig countryman, Moses speaks of
“the God of their fathers ;" to Pharaoh, " he employs the title,
““God of Isrgel,” (6) God is never ashamed to own' his
even when they are abased, (7) That nation is loftier than all
others, whatever jtg earthly estate, which can call Jehovah its God,
| Let my people B0. The request at first is ot for independence
[ and yrivilvg«-s of departure, but for toleration of religiofs worship,
which must of hecessity take place beyond the frontiers of Egypt,
since the offerings would consist of ‘animals neyer slain by the
Egyptians, vt it contained the principle of recognizing the
Supremacy of [sigel's God and his right to obedience even from
Pharaoh and his subjects, A feast, A sacred festival with worship
and sacrifice. The petition was offered, with the foreknowledge of
2 And Pharoah said, Who | its rejection, because a slight matter would show the arrogant and
is the Lord, that I'should obey | unbelieving character of Pharaoh as well as o great demand.
Efm‘,o‘,cll;th;,]l:t Iii'r?lel f:it?hci 2. Whois the Lord. «wp, is Jehovah ¢ that is, what riq]}gt
will T let Israe] g. has the God of so Jow and helpless a People to expect me to heed is

requests? (8) He greatly errs who estimates the power of God b

Exod. 8, 19: I am sure that the | the earthly condition of hispeople. I know not the Lord, |
King of Egypt will not let you go, | know not Jehovah,” Not that he had ne
10, not by a mighty hand, that is possible, hut rather that he recognized no allegiance to him,

8 And they said, The God 5 (9) Slaves of sin are always boasting of their inde pendence of God,
the Hebrews hath met with us ; 3. The God of the Hobrews. The Israelites were generally
let us go, we pray thee, three called Hebrews by other nations, and hence 80 called themselyes in
days Journey into the desert, deah'ng with strangers, See notes on Lesson IL, ver, 6, Met
and sacrifice unto the Lord U | with us, They recognized the voice of God in the messengers
God ; lest he fall upon us with whom he had sent, opray thee. They do not meet scorr, for
pestilence or with the sword, s_corn, but continue g res]x'ct?ul form of address, Three da l:,

. ourney. Aboyt fifty or sixty miles, Into the desert. e
it :;‘,“y';‘f.;m o Bl Wilderness, not necessarily an s waste of sand.  Sacrifice, As
old, with our sons anq with our | in lag_vpt they could not offer sacrifices with freedom, ¢« They said
daughters, with our flocks and wisy nothing about forsaking Eg Pt altogether, perhaps with a view to
Nold s fasas lunto e :Lord Deut. | 1earn from the manner in wﬁ'xch he treated a smaller request what
28. 16, 21, 22: But it she "come to | Prospect they would have in urging a greater,” Fall upon us

, it thou wilt not hearken unto | Wit Pestilence, ( 10) Disobedience to God’s law has more than
he voice of the Lord thy God. - one avenger, The plague has been known from immemorial time jn
the East.” Op the sword, A Goshen was on the frontier, it was
exposed to invasion more than any other part of Egypt,

Psa. 105, 26, 27: He sent Moses
his servant; and Aaron whom he
had chosen ; they showed his signs
Among them, and wonders in the
land of Ham,

.4 Wher_efore. ...let the e0ple, The word et has here
ing, and with mildew: ‘apn they | its old meaning of ¢ hinder.”  He treated them as seditious dema-
shall pursue thee untal thoy perish, agues, stirring up a Spirit of discontent among the working-class,

t

) you to your burdens. This was addressed to the Israelite

4 And the king of Egypt | elders who were with Moses and Aaron, though it may indicate that

said unto them, Wherefore do | the leaders, too, ought to be at wor| a %m'r people.  The first

ye, Moses and Aaron, let the result of their aoffort at liberation Was an increase in their burdens,

people from their works ¢ get | since, with no decrease in the ¢ tale of bricks,” they were compelled
You unto your burdens, to find their own straw,
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