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It is difficuit to locate the responsibility of this defeet.
Mucli of it doubtless mnay bc charged to tie account of those
methods of teachiing whichi build wholly onl the thecory of
learning to dIo by doing. Tliere'is no doubt thiat wve karui to do0
l)y doiîîg. We learii Vo speil by pî'actice, we learn to write by
writing, we grow stro ng ever-ywhiere by exercise. So we learîi
to speak correetly by spea,,kiiîîg correctly.

But who ever kuîiew of a imanl to learni teniperance by
practising gluttony and drunkileiiness ? lo ever lziew a child
to learil Englishi by associating and iinitabing the lai guage of
tiiose whiose Eng(iili wvas impure and uîîgraunmiatical, and yet
this is practically the schiool iii which we find the chiild for Vhe
grreater mnmber of hlours ln the day ?

Hie ineeds a guide wlien. lie hias none, and the onily plani of
furnisingir hmii witi Vhis gruide is Vo acquainit imii early and as
thorougly as possible withi tie principles and practice of tlie
language lie is to speakz.

It wvon't do to say that lie imust hear oiily correct speech and
learn, by imitation. 11e will hiear incorrect speech ili spite of
ail we can do for hlm, aîd the only senîsible thing is to give hlmii
the power to judgye and proteet Iiiiîiself. T.his calînot be dlonc
by any attempts to teacli him Vo imitate and construct correct
lanaue, uniless lie lias a knowledge of the foundation princi-
pies and rules of lisage of tlîat laiig'uage. A great deal of
criticism lias beeii passed on the propriety of teachiing tiiese
miles andi principles. Thie practice lias also furnishied iinuchl
inaterial for the use of sarcastie anid witty lecturers andl
instructors, but we have yet Vo fliid the mîail wlio wvrites and
speaks first-class Eiiglishi wvho lias Iomid it necessary to boister
himself withi arguments of this kiind.

But tiiere is aniotiier pliase of this question equally serious.
It is tlîat of the college gyraduate's bad use, of Eîîg-Iilih. Here
we huave a letter from a, professor, a, graduate of anl institution
believed Vo be ome of the great institutions of learmin iiin this
country, Who m'rites abolit bis departmeiît as " effecting" aîîy
of the othiers iii thîe institution. Aniotlier, a youing gradua te
writes Vo a friemîd beggriing thiat lie wvill 1'except " bis gratitude
for sonie kiîîdiiess rendered. But wvorse than. al, hiere is a
letter froîîî another grraduate of twvexmty years' experience as a
college prfessor wlio closes luis letter with «youir's truly,"
writingr <' youir's " with ail apostrophie.

Ncoege ediicationi, no bigbier education of aiiy grade,
ought to be permitted Vo conîpensate for such ruthless abuse
of the Engylishi lauguage.
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