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con. He represertet ts that monarch the danger
to his 0w interests, of WMowing sueh u junto of
able apd ambitions men to assune the guidance of
e pudlic nflui: s, and vidertal:c to divect the move-
wiew's of the people. ¢ What can they do more,”
e crattily exclaimed, # but assume the reins of
govermment, under the speciots pretence, which
they now talsely set up, that their king is deprived
of his ficedom o act, and therefore no longer
a King. I, now, you would save your sceptre
aid  your crown, assert at once your impes
mal petogative—show them yon have still the
power to speak aud to sct—command them, on pain
of your royal displeasure, to lay down their anns,
desist from their treasonable asseinblages, and re-
par atonee to your court, to answer for their un-
loyal designs.?

Misled by false representations of the fucts, and
deccived by the specious arzuments of the Span.
ind, Montezumna despatehed o message to the lord
of Tezeneo, under the great seal of the cmpire,

which it wag high treason to disiegand, command-"

ing him instantly to appear betore his master, to
answer for his irregular and ill-advised proceed-
-ings. Cacanm was too well aware of the real po-
sition of Montezwumna, and of the constraint under
which he ncted, to give any heed to his mandate,

«F'ell my 10yal maoster,” he replied, « that I am
too much his friend to ohey him in this instance.
Let him banish the false-heated Spaniards from
hits capital, the vipers whom he has taken to his
bosom; let him ascend once mme his imperial
throne, net as a vossal, but as the rightful Jord of
all these realms, and Cacama will joyfully lay his
-crown, his life, his all, at his feet.  Montezuma is
oy master when he iemaster of himeelf.  To that
diznity we intend to restore him, or peiish in the
attempt,”?

On the evening of the fourth day after the re-
turn of the royal messenger, with this spirited ve-
ply of Cacama, a light pirogue, guided by a single.
luand, its sole occupant, might have heen sceo gli-

-ding silently overthe lake to the water-palace, the
chosen rendezeous of the patiiot princes. By the
proud and majestic bearing of the boatman, it could
be no other than Guatimozin, Sceuring his skiff
by a cord passed through the fingers of a gigantic
hand, curionsly carved fiom the jutting rafters on
which the floor of the pakice was laid, be ascended
the steps to the hatl, which he found unoccupied
and giille Ile was presently tjoined by Cuitlahua
and Cacama, arriving from ditlercat directions, in
the same stealthy manner.  Their number was
soon inereased by the arrival of four Tezucan lords,
f:om whom sonte important communications were
expected,  Scarcely had they entered the hall, and
seated themselves, when, a slizht noise fiom with-
out, attracting his attention, Guatimozin rose, and
went tawatds the door, 10 ascertain the cause.

It is only the chafing of our piromies against
the diles,”? said one of the new comers—*t jet us
proceed to business.??

Guatimozin, true to his ows impulses, heeded
not the remark.  Stepping npon the outer battle-
wment, he discerned a stight figure in 2 canoe, mo-
ving in the shadow of the building, and apparently
secking concealment.  Supposing it might be a
servant, Jeft Ly the Tezvcans in charge of their
Yoats, he was about returning, when a gentle voice
whisperesd his name,

 Who calls Guatimozin 1 he repliedina whis-
per,at the <ame time leaning towards the intruder.

4 Bewsre of the ‘Tecucans, beware.”  The voice
awas Karee's, but the skifl’ shot away, like an ar-
row, before the iince had time for finther parley.

Retursing to the council, he instantly demanded,
as if notking bad happencd, that the plans of the
evening should belaid open,

A pictured seroll was then produced by the Tez-
cucans, representing the contemplated movements
of thie enemy, which they prafessed to have ascer-
tained from authentic sonices, and delineating a
plan of operations against them. Guatimozin,
somewhat bewildered by the warning he had re-
ceived, sat down with his friends to the examina-
tion of this scroll.  But, while scemirgly intent
upon that alone, lic contrived to keep a close watch
upon the movenents of the Tezcucans. It was
soon evident that their thoughts were not wholly
engrossed by the business before them. A alight
noise from without, followed instantly by an ex-
changeof significant looks bhetween twoof the pars
ty, confirmed bis suspicions. Instantly dashing
away the false scroll, and springing to his feet, he
Dboldly charged the traitors with a conspiracy, and

demanded an i Mon. Alarmed

at this wysterions and premature disclusure e
their designs, the chief of the paity, without ven.
turing & wonl of reply, gave a shrill, picreing
whistlo, Which was immnediately responded to
from without, I'inding himsell’ entrapped, and
not knowing what numbers lie might have to con-
‘tend with, Guatimozin sprang to the door, stretch-
ing one of the conspirators on the tloor as he
passed, and sueceeded in reaching his ekiffy just as
a bund of urmned men rushad in fiom the other quar-
ter.  Cuitlahua also eltected his eseape, thongh
not withont a desperate encounter with »ne of the
advancing party, who at‘empted towrest his flight,

‘T'o seize his antagonist witha powerful embracer
1o fling him over the parapet into the water, and
to plunge in afler himn, was the wok of av in-
stant,  Swinnning under water for some distance,
and rising to the surface within the shadow of the
building, he tooke possession of the nearest canoe,
and, following in the wake of Guatimozin, was
soon aut of the reach of danger, or pursuit,

Cacama, unsuspicious of danger, and intent only
on the object of their mecting, was so engrorsed
with the semll, and the plans delineated npon it,
that hedid not fully comprehiend the meaning of
this sndden intevruption of their council, until his
two fricnds bad disappeaved, and, in their place, a
band of twenty armed men stood before him.  Re.
sistance was in vain. By onder of the chiel of the
conspirators, he was seized, securely bound, amd
carried a prizoner to Tenochtitlan.  ‘There, though
treated with indignity by Cortez, and with sevarity
by Montezumi, he maintained a haughty and in-
dependent bearing, sternly refusing to yield, in the
slightest degree, to the insolent dictation of the one,
or the pusillanimous policy of the other.  Cuitlas
huamvasafierwands seized in his own palace of Iz-
tapalapan; but, after a short detention, was re-
leased again, at the instigation of Montezuma.

These ontrages, so fus from intimidating the peo-
ple, only excited and incensed them the more, and
led toother and more despierate assaults upon the
beleagured foe, tilt Cortez, apprehensive of ultimate
defeat and ruin, applicd once more to Montezuina,
proposing that he should appear in person bhefore
his people, and 1equite them to lay down their
arms, retire to their homes, and Jeave his guests
in peacealile possestion of the gnarters ke had vol-
untarily assigned them,

Arrayed in his 10yal robes, with the imperial
diadem upon his head, preceded by his ofiicers of
state, beating the golden wands, the cmblem of
despotic power, and accompanied by a considerable
train of his own robles, and some of the principal
Castillian cavalicrs, the untortunate monatch aps
peared on the battlements, to remonstrate with his
own people for their zealin the defence of his
crown and hkouor, and appease the 1age of his sub-
jeets for insults offered to his own person, and to
those of his loyal nobles. His presence was in-
stantly recognized by the thronging muitiiudes bes
tow und around,  Some prostrated thennelves on
the earth in profound. reverence, some bent the
knce, and ull wasted in Lreathless silence to hear
that veice, which had so long ruled them with des-
potic sway.

With asad, butat the same time timea calm
and dignified tone, the monarch addressed them.
4 My children,” said he, ¢ why are you hete in
this fierce army.  The strangers ase my friends.
I abide with them as their voluntary guest, aud =li
that you do against them, is done ageirstme, your
sovercign and father.”

When the monarch declared himself the frienc of
the detested Spaniard, a murmer of discontent and
rage arosc. atl 1an through the assembled host.—
Their ungovernable fury bursi at once the banier
of loyalty, and vented itsclfin curses upon thie hing
who could, in the hour of their peril forsake his
people,aid endeavour o letray theminto the hands

of a treachcrous and blood thirsty foe. ¢ Base

Azxtec?? they cried, “woman? coward! go back
to the viper fricnds whom you have taken to your
bosom, No longer worthy to reign over us, we
castaway ouraliegiance for ever?? At the same
moment, sonc powerful arm, more fearless than
the rest, niined a huge stone atthe headof the king,
which brought him scuseless to the ground, His
attendants, put off their guard by the previous calm
and reveyemal attention of the crond, Svere taken
by surprise,  In vain they interposed their shields
and bucklers, to protect his person from fusther

violence, ‘FThe fatal blow wasstruck, The great
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Montezauma had received the death-wound from the
Liand of one of s own subjects, who, hut a nio-
ment before, wont + have sacrificed a lnmdred lives,
had he possessed them, to shield the person of his
manarch from violence and dishonor,

The effeet of this unexpected catastrophe seemed
equally appaling to both the belligeient parties.—
"Fhe.\ztecs, struck aghast at their own sucriligious
dued, dispersed in sorraw and shame to their homes
while the Spaniands felt that they had tost theironly
remaining hold npon the forbearance nnl 1egaid of
& mighty peaple whose contilence they had shame-
fully abused, aul whese altars and heuses they had
wuntonly desecrated. It wasa season ofagonizing
suspense. ‘1o tetreat fiom their post, aind aban-
don the conquest which they onee imagined was
nearly achieved, might be as disastrous as it wonid
be humiliating,  To semain in their nariow guar-
ters, surronnded with countless thousands of exas-
petated foes, on whom they must be dependent for
their daily supplies of fued, seemed dittle better than
madiess,  ‘T'o the preud spirit of the haughty Cas-
titian, the alternatiy ¢ was scarcely less to he dreads
od than martysdom, 1t was manifestly, however,
the only resource, aid he resolved to evacuate the
city,

Meanwhiie, netive hostilities had been temporar-
ily suspended. 1 he unhappy Montezuma, siiitten
evenmore severely in heart thanin petson, 1efused
alike the condolenee of ks friends and the skill of
the Castilian strgeon.  “T'earing oft the Landages
from his wonls, « leave me alone,” he cried, 1
have already outlived iny honour and the vffection
and confidence of my people.  \Why should I look
again upon the sun or the carth,  “Lhe one has no
hght, the other no flowers for me. Let me die
here. T feel indeed that the gods have smitten me,
whea { full by the hand of one of my own people.”

Tn this dizconsolate mood, the spitit of Monte-
zuma took its flight. In vain did the Castilian
genera] endeavor 1o suppress, for a time, the tidings
of his death.  The loud swailing of his attendants,
would have published it far and wide amonyg the
thousands of afitctionate hiecarts, that Ystenod for
cvery sound that issued fiom the palace, it they
had not, unknown to the Spamards, established a
kind of telegraphic signal, Ly means of which they
comamunicated to the priests on the great Teocallis
doily renorts of the progress of the disease.  When
the sad siynal was given, announcing the solemm
fact, that the great Montezuma had laid down his
honors and his troubles together, it was responded
to by the moumful tones of the great dnun of the
temple, by ten meastured muffled strohes, convey-
ing the melancholy intelligence to everv dwelling
in Tenochtitlan,

The breathing of that populous city was now
one universal wail, that scemed to penctrate the
very heavens, Partly from a sincere vegard for
the fullen monarch, and partly for the hope that he
might thus conciliate the good will of his afilicted
subjects, Corlez dhected his remains o be placed
in aspladid coffin, and borne in solemn procession,
by his own nobles, to Lis palace, that it might be
interred with the custonary regal honors, It was
received by his people with every demonstmationef
allectionate joy amd raspect.  Conveyed with great
pompto the castle of Chapoitepee, fullowed by an
immense train of priests, nobles, and common peo-
ple, it was interred amid ail the imposing ceremo-
nies of the Aztecveligion.  Ilis wivesand children
frantic with gricf, gathered around those hallowed
remains, and testitied, Ly ali those .tender, and del-
icate tokens which seem the natural expression of
a refined ferninine sorrow, their prefourd sense of
the incstimable loss they had sustaized.

By one of those singular coincidences, which
tend sostrongly to cenfirm the too casy credulity of
the superstitious, and give an unnatural emphiasis
to the common accidents of life, it was the festival
of the new moon, the vesy day on which Montes
ztma had promised Tecuichpo that he would join
the housshold circleat Chapoltepee, that his life-
less semains wete borne thither, iu solann funcral
proeession,

4 Alag? iy father,” she cried, #isthis fulfilmeng
of th:at only promisc which sustained my siuking
conrage in the hour of separation 17 She saild no
irore. The more profound the sorrow, the fewer
wordsit has tospare. % The shallow rousnur, hut
the decp are dumb,”

NATURAL HISTORY,
CHAPTER 2.

THE ZEBRA.

In beauty this animal nwst be confissed as st
petiorto almost any other quadsuped ; butits native
wildness defies every effont to renderit servicealia
ina domesticstate,  These creaturcs five in heards,
frequenting the open plains, and usually in com-
pany with the Qstiich, Where, by their heauty atd
tiveliress, they adomand anitnate the dreary scetie §
their voice is remarkably shritl, somewhat like the
sound of a post-horn,

Mr. Burchellsays he saw troops ot thirty, inters
mixed with Ostriches, on the arid plsins of Africa,
and hie thus describes their beantiful appearance &
« [ stopjed to examine these Zebias with my pocket
telescope 3 they were the mest beautiful marked
aniinals | had ever seen: their clean sleek linbs
glittered in thesun, and the brightncss and regu~
larity of their stripad coats presented a picture o3
extraontinaty beanty, in which, probabualy, they
are rot surpassed by any quedruped with which we
aret present acquainteds Itis, indeed, equaled
in this particular by the mountain horse, whoso
stripes are more defined and regular, bt which de
not offer to the cyeso lively a coloring.”

There does not appear any reason why Zebras
should not Le tamed by paticnce, perseverance
and kind treatment, Ct

THE ELK.

The Eik, or Movse Deer, have legs of great
length, and a nerk so short that they cainot graze
on level ground like other animals, tut are obliged
to browse the tops of large plants, and the leaves

or brunches of small trees.  Inall their actions atd
movements they appear very awkward, Their
faculty of hearing is supposed to be wore acute
than that of sight or scent, wWhich rendersita very
dilicult task to kill them in the swnmer time; and
the Indiaus have thenno other method of doink
this than by creeping after themn under the trees and
bushes, till they get witkin gun-shot. 1n winter,
the natives areuble frequently torun theseanimals
down for theirstender legs breuk through thesnow
atevery step, and plunge them up to the belly.
They are go tender footed and so short winded, that
agood runncr will generally tire them out in lees
thana day. Insummer the Elks frequent thema:™
gins of vivers and lakes, getting into the water in
onler to avoid the innumeralle multitudes of mus-
ketocs, and other flics that pester them during that

2 scason. When pursual in ihis situation, they are

the most inoffensive ofall animals, never making
any resistance.

A gentleman from the country, (Geys & Torton
paper,) now stopping at one of our hotels, entered
into conversation with one of the toarders, asking
questions about the Fair at Quincy Hall, &c.:
afler some minutes conversition, the boardgr drew
out his cigar case and asked the countryman—

« Will you take acigar, sir??

2 Wasaal, I don’t mind if I dew,? was the ye-
Py

“I'ie cizar was pasged to him, ard, elso, one which
the hoarder was smoking, for the purpose of * giv~
ing him a light.’ He carcfully placed the cigar
fist handed to him in his pocket; took his kuife
and cut off that end of the lighted one which had
been in the mouth of his generous friend, and com-
menced smaking the remainler, ranarking—

« ]t atn’t often thata man ftom the comtry.vups |
foul of 50 clever a feller, in e city,as youamn.”
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