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ThomIIas Burke oit "O0bedience to Instructions"

1-IE subject of perhaps the îable.qt speecli ever mnade by
Burke ~vsthe one above nanied. Gibbon. the wvelI-
kinown historian. thien a niember of Parlianient. au(l a,

1jstaunchi Tory. irrites as follows: 'Neyer ean 1 forgret
the delighlt with whieh tliat diffusive and ingexîious orator, Mr-
Burke, ira eard, and even b)y those irbose existence lie pro-
serih)ed." According, to 11udson, the iniglîty speech. taken on
the -whole, iinay be safelyv pronounecd thie Iiincst piece of parlia-
rnentary elociiience in the language., or perhaps in the world.

Vv-hidi iuterest Paramount?

B-trkce says thiat...wvlîen a mil is ellosen. to represenit a con-
stituieney. lie should aini. -witl perseverance and tolerance. to

-live in the strietcst union. the close.st correspondence. aud the
iiiost unliîuited eoiniinunication. with biis eonstituents. Their
wislies, their opinions, their business, sbould have the Iir-st and
last tal ou ]lis tinie. ]lis eflergies, bis 1leaslires alfd bis abilities.
In a Nvord. lie shoud~ -ahays he- ready to saerifice lus own persoual
interests for tiiose of bis constituent.s.

Mcnbers sliculd sacrifice personal interests for iliose of their
people; but neyer should they. thictugh the loss to theui be irre-
parable, subiinit Iiheir uia'dopinions, their seasoned judgnueuts,
tlîeir dictates of convseiencle Iohe s-airifieed to the people. A
iiember iî'ho -%vill lietray lis ow'î vouseieutous power of judg-
nient t1o 1.he rash mnandate-s of an enragecd pop)ulace, is ne mnan to
lie trusted, aud sooii(.r or later lie vili lietray bis p)eople. One
hetraval leads to another, aîîd it is hIe people -who are generally
i lue losers ini the end. The puiblie blindly imiag-ýine i bat a llle'lber
sho-uld go ho Parliamuent literally bon iniadfoot, te do0, te

sp anad Io -vote as tlîeir autlhoritatiî'e mandate orders hMn.
N o self-reliant or eous-ieliteus mail iili accleept office as a ieiu-

bw'itbi slieb conditions of restraint. %vitti suieli iinacline-like
instriuctions; aud, as a result, lîenest. relialile and ctapable inen

shun oit~s 'What natimraly follows? Their places3 are quietkly -

fiied 1)y irrir,ýionsibIe men, in an irresponsible mnanner. These
mn do not hiesiftwte toimake îuultitîidinous elect.ion proîîîises.
-nd are neyer ovr-erpuouaout t-he fluIilllburut of thl.
As aj eonsequlence. tle pjeevish and exaetig eonistituwecy ineyer
reeeives even ils just demaxxds froin iuîy gove.rnient, and their
sittiùgit iember. as -a rifle, retains his seat for one s-ession, only.


