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REMEDIES THAT DONT GO TO
THE ROOTS.

RY KNUXUMNIAN,

— —

The oumber of people even In this
Christian country who do not seem (o be:
lieve that the gospel is the only remedy for
fallen human opature, is palofully large.
Why do so many advocate remedies that
never touch the real cause of all the iils of
humao nature and belittle or even lgnore
the only realremedy 2 Mainly because they
do not believe in the Bible doctrine of sin
nor trust to the all-sufficirat remedy that God
has provided,

Here, for example, is a man who thioks
that all the ills that afllic. the body politic
are caused by party politics. Abolisb party,
he says in effect, and a political millennium
will come {n. It neverseems todawn on his
mind that respousible govercment without
parly is an impossibility. The best states-
men that Great Britain, the mother of par-
liameats ever produced, accept it as an
axlom that party and responsible govern-
ment must go together. The safety of the
body politic arises in no small degree
from the fact that the parties watch each
other. Abolish the watching and there isa
sufficient number of bad men in or hanging
on the skirts of any party to bleed the
country white, Allow these bad men to
unite and operate without the check of party
and there would not be a dollar in the
treasury in a twelvemonth. What the
country needs is not the abolition of party
but the growth of better men. We do not
say better public men. The public men,
1aken as a whole, are perhaps about the
average of the private men, Indiscriminate
abuse of public servants has long been a
standing curse to this country. Betier men
at the ballot-box 1s what the country needs
firstand most, and the men at the ballot-
box can be made better by the Gospel and
in no other way. Has that doctrine goue
out of date ? So much the worse for Can-
ada ifit bas. If that doctrine goes clean
out of date in this country the country will
soon go oft the map.

Here is another Doctor who tells you in
effect with a straight face that the remedy
jor all the ills that afflict the Church is
organic union. Just buddle the Methodists
and Baptists and Presbyterians and all the
others into one huge ecclesiastical heap.
Call the heap by one name, start the great
ecclesiastical machine, put sinners in the
bopper and they will come out saints al-
most ready for translation. Does the man
who talks in that way or who leads simple-
minded people to think in that way really
believe in the Bible doctrine of sin. Has he
accepted the doctrine of regeneration in
aoythipg more than a mere form, if he bas
accepted itat'all? Would it not startle him
to say that regeneration should be a term
of communion? If organic union is set
forth in the Scriptures as the proper condi-
tion of the Church—we don't admit fora
momeant that any such thing is taught in the
Bible—but if it is, it can be brought about
by a great outpouring of divine grace and in
no other way. To unite the churches on a
mere business basis and for the avowed
purpose of saviog money, to unite them for
no higher purposes than people unie
school sections or cattle shows would be
a calamity. Of course such a union would
be followed with the usual flourish of figures
and the usual platform exhibitions. But
souls are not saved by big figures nor sanc-
tified by plattorm swagger.

Years ago we knew a man who professed
to be converted at a union meeting. He
sald the thiog that conv- ‘ed him was the
appearance of all the town ministers “on a
common platform.” He dido’t stay con-
verted a month. Souls a‘e not converted
by spectacular exhibitions.  What the
churches need is a great outpouring of the
Divine]Spirit—more spiritual life in the pul-
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pit and the pew, more of the power of the
Holy Spirit in our Church courts and com-
mittees—perhaps it is needed there as much
as in any other place—a great revival of
true godliness and true manliness as well.
The Church has no greater enemy than the
man who even unconsclously leads men who
love their sins to think that organic union
can take the place of regeneration.

Auother Dactor, and he is quite often
the shallowest kind of a quack, tells you
that the right remedy for the %ad feeliog
that too often exisis between Roman Cath
olic and Protestants is to abolish sepa 1te
schools. Let the little Catholic boy and
the little Protestant boy cipher and chew
gum at the same desk and all will be well.
It might occur to the man who proposes
the sovereign remedy that there are no
separate schools in the United States and
the feeling of antagonism there betweer
Catholics and Protestants is more bitter
than in Canada. The PP A., one of the
worst things that ever grew on the soll of
America had its origin in a country in which
there arc no separate schools. Eomity
against God or our fellow-men has its orlgin
in the human heart, and is too deeply root-
ed there to be eradicated by a change of
school systems. At all events, that is the
way we read the New Testament.

Some of us can remember when educa-
tion was advocated as a remedy for almost
every kind of evil. Free schools, it was al-
leged would make good boys, The fact
that many of the worst criminals on the
continent are educated men has knocked the
bottom clean out of that theory. Koow-
ledge is power, but like money {t may te a
power for eyil as well as for good.

Universal suftrage was contended for as
a remedy for maay evils, The ballot would
make men better. The fact that so many
men are ready to sell their ballots goes hard
with that theory.

The Jatest and perhaps most absured
remedy for evil is to make the women elec-
tors, the bad ones as well as the gocd ounes.

Supposing we all go back to a New
Testament basis, and adopt as a working
principle the doctrine that sin is the root of
all our trouble, and that the Gospel and
the Gospel alone is the real remedy that
goes to the roots.

THE REV. ROBERT J. LAIDLAW,
LL.D.

BY. REV. HORATIO S. BEAVIS, M.A.

The late pastor of S:. I’aul’s Church,
Hamilton, sank peacefully in death, at half
past two o'cleck in the mornlog ot Oct. 24tb,
at the resideace of his motheran-law Mrs.
Hugh McColl, near Georgetown. He had
been in a state of decline for more than a
year, during which a stricken people gave
him every evidence of sincerest love. A
native of Canada, of S:otch pareatage, there
were combined in him elements of character
and gifts of mind that mads him almost
idolized,by"Americans and Canadiaus, giving
a stamp to the ministry which was an honor
to God and the Church he represented.

He was bora at Esquesing, Oat., Dec.
3¢d, 1839, and his childhood was singularly
fortunate in those home and necighborhood
icflaences by wh'ch the coming man is
maulded. The omnivorous reader develcp-
ed into the brilliznt student, and the earnest
Christian lad into a consecrated worker for
his Lord, and after valuable experience as
a school teacher at Quatre Bras, he entered
Kuox College in 1S59 The same year he
matriculated at Toronto University, but re-
linquished his studies there on account of
the death of a brother. Returoing to
Quatre Dras he taught until 1863, then took
charge of the school at Waterloo, which he
taught until 1867. Throughout these years
he was an industrous student in various
lines, and received fine training in the
classics under the Rev James Mitchell,
thea in charge of the churches of Boston
and Milton.

* After giving up teaching Mr. Laldlaw
engaged in business for about a year, when
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the way opened for him to carry out the
viishes of carlier years and study for the
ministry, He entered the Theological
Seminary at Princeton, N.J., in Septem-
ber, 1868, aund took the regular course of
three years. Dr. Charles Hodge was then
senjor professor of this famous school of the
prophets, and probably exercised upon Mr,
Latdlaw a greater influence than any other
man. The Seminary vacatlon of 1869 was
spent preaching in the churches of Braln-
ard and East Nassau, Rensselaer county,
N.Y., and the vacation of 1870 at Brockville,
Unt. During the first year In Irinceton, Mr.
Laidlaw was very ill with typhoid fever, and
in the pext year he suffered from pleurisy,
some effects of it remainiog with him for
life. He was licensed by the Presbytery of
New Brunswick at Princeton in the spriog
of 1871, and graduated from the Seminary
on April 20d of that year, one of the lead-
iog students and most promising men of a
class that bad in it a oumber of men who
have made thelr mark as preachers and pro-
fessors.”

His tull munistenal career opened with
the acceptance, May 1871, of a call to the
First Church of Columbus, Ohlo, one of
the strangest churches of the State, and his
locumbency was marked by sigual ability.
Columbus always retained a strong hold on
Mr. Ladlaw's heart, far there he began bis
ministerial labors, to it he brought his
bride—Margaret, daughter of Hugh McColl,
whom he marrled, on Jan. 18th, 1872—and
there his daughter, Anna C., was born.
This was followed by the pastorate of the
Jefferson Avenue Church of Detroit, entered
upon in 1875, and covering three years,
During his American ministry, he was
honored by the appointment to coovey the
fraternal greetings of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States to the sister body in Canada, and his
performance of the task showed that the
right man had been selected. In 1873 he
began the full, rich and happy pastorate of
St. Paul’s Church, Hamilton, Ont., where a
record of such ability, loving zeal and wide-
spread usefulnesss has been made as would
be an honor to any minister of Jesus Chrlist.
His scholarship, pulpit power, pastoral fidel-
ity and organizing ability, together with that
genuine piely whose cheeifulness never
touched the borders of irreverence, and
whose seriousness had no tioge of gloom,
made him an object of loving admiration,
and bhis Iife a sunny blessing. As a preacher
he was vigorous yet tender, Biblical and
practical, evangelical and independent. As
author he was clear, interesting, scholarly
and courteous, as witness his works on
* The Trial of Dr. Briggs,” and ‘* Our Re.
ligion as It Was, And aslt is.”

His services to the Church spread beyond
the bounds of his own congregation andcom-
muoity. He wasamost conscientiousandeffici-
ent presbyter. He was assiduous, wise and
conciliatory in the Church courts, aad ** Dr.,
Laidlaw's bottle of 011 " became proverbial.
His trusteeship ot Queen’s University was
charactenized by such wisdom as to win from
Principal Grant the statement:  * No more
sagacious advisor sat at, the Board.” A4s
Convener of the Assembly’s Committee on
the Distnbution of Preachers, he wrought
fanthfully and lovingly. As a citizen he was
public-spirited and Lelpfal,

The sad death in March, 2gth, 1893, of
Mis. Laidlaw, deprived him of his best
friend and wisest counsellor. His children,
Miss Ansoa C., Hugh Campbell and Robert-
sop, were spared to comfort his heart, and
enjoy for a little longer the most tovching,
companionable, fatherly care.

It was the writer’s privilege to become
intimately associated with Dr. Laidlaw, dur-
ing the last year of his earthly history. 1t
is impossible to state too stroogly the im-
pression made by that godly spirit. Per-
sopal contact with a character which was
the embodiment of purity, devotion and
common sense gave fresh confidence io the
possibilitics of sanctified human nature, and
streogthened the desire for a better and
higher Christian life.

The funeral services were held October
26th in Hamilton, in the church he loved so
well, when a bereaved people looked upon
the features of him who had given the best
years of his life to them. The Presbytery

Nov. 6th, z89s.

of Hamilton avd the Miuisterial Alliaoce
were in attendance.  Rev. DPrincipal Caven, |
Knox College, spoke most feslingly of ihe i
precious spitit now gone before ; his faih. -
ful discharge of duty, and the memorp |
which those loving labors will leave behind,
Rev. Dr. Fletcher, representing the Presby. '
tery in a tender address; and Rev. Iy, -
Smith, speaking for Queen’s University, |
pard a fittiog tnbate. The Moederatwr o -
the Presbytery, Rev. W, M. Cruickshank,
assisted 1 the service as did also Rev. I,
Burns, Priacipal of the Hamilton Ladie,
College, and president of the Minisiena,
Alliance, Rev. Mr., Wade, rector in the
Church of Eogland, participated in the set
vice.s A speual train, provided by b
managers of St. Paul's Church, conveyed o
large* pumber to Georg etcwn, and in (be
cemetery there by the side of his beloved
wife were laid the mortal remains of the
mnodel pastor, the .deal faihes, the Chiisiay
friend, Robert F. Laid law, * Piecicus i
the sight ot the Lord is the death of H,,
saints,”

SUND.LY'S SOLILOQUY.

BY A. O. C,

Yes, Sunday is very different from the
other days : to me even the trees seem to
feel this and look more digoified ; possibly
it is Imagivation, but why should it not be
so? The Indians, who knew nature as nong
bave since, gave human understaadiog to
her, and certainly there are trees now tha
remind one ot people. Forinstance, a tree
hard by is so like Uriab Heap that when the
breeze disturbs the branches they writhe as
did Uriah when he would tell how ‘‘umble”
he was. The Urlah Heaps in real life are
legion, Many there are whose very “am:
bleness " is their most aggravating pride.
These ““umble ” people are associated u
my miod with those who ate so good—so
much better than the ordinary Christiza—
tbat they become intolerable. Now, two
pews in front of me there sits a man upo
whose face is written *“ Behold how good |
am—there are few equal to me !” But tha
very expressiop, together with his quiet
stealthy step, and the geatle, instou
ating way he takes his scat, reveal more of
his true character than heis aware. Io
direct coi trast to him is myself, who profess
no extratrdinary goodness, nor abillty to
distribute tracts, but who can smile. 4
smile is not worth much in itself but wheaa
squaw, peddling one day, said “ Thaok you
kindly for your smile ; it is the first I've had
to-day,” I feltthat I had given more, infioite
1y more, to her than if I had bought ber
whole stock-in-trade. The day seemed
brighter and happler to me for her few word:,
we each helped the other by a smile. A
smile will briog more comfort to the weary
aed sick, and to the well too, thaa a dezeo
long, saoctimonious-faced men who bave
scriptural quotations for every occassion aod
of whom the above is typical. Strange that
smiles are not more cultivated 2 Would teat
they could be taught in our schools as3
necessary part of our education and thes
used as freely as our powers of speech. Nov
while [ bave beea thiokiag, the sermaon ba
come to an end, and how much do I remen
ber? “ A sower went forth to sow,” Ty
appropriate, for here I have been ostensibly
worshipplng while in reality my thoughis
have bzen so preoccupied that the words
bave only reached the outer earand baw
never touched the soul. S wayside heart
for this morning. There are probably marj
others the same, although they are ashame
to confess it ; but this eveniag there shallb
good ground and no soliloquising. &b
There is one who looks as though bebi
heard what he had come to hear and eve
more. This is one of the joys of churck
going, to hear thoughts that have hithert
been struggliog to break the veil betweu
them and our uaderstanding, putinto word
and made tangible,so that one is sirengihes
=d to mest the future, and buoyaant with th
kaowledge that the ‘way to do ourselw
the most good is ta do good to athers.



