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THE REASON.

Grandma Guff said a curious thing,

« Boys may whistle, but girls must sing.”
That's the very thing I heard her say

To Kate, no longer than yesterday.

« Boys wmay whistle.” Of course they may,
It they pucker their hips thelproper way 3
But for the life of me I can't see

Why Kate can’t whistle as well as me.

« Boys may whistle, but girls mzest sing,
Now I call that a curious thing.

1f boys can whistle, why can't girls, too ?
It's the easiest thing in the world to do.

$o if the boys can whistle and do it well,
\Why cannot girls—will somebody tell 2
Why caa’t they do what a boy cando?
That is the thiog I should like to know,

1 went to father and asked him why

Girls couldn't whistle as well as I,

And he said, ** The teason that guls muest sing
1s because a girl's a sing-ular thing."

And grandma laughed till T knew she'd ache
When I said I thought it all a mistake,

« Never mind, little man,” I heaed her say,

« They will make you whistle enough some day.”

—Nese Orleans Picayune.

A GIRL'S HEROISM.

Qa the baoks of the river Rhine not far
from Boon, stands a quaint Dutch windmill
which marks the spot of a girl’s courageous
deed. The adventure 1s told as follows :

One Supday morning the milter and his
family set out as usual to attend service in
the village of Heasel, leaving the mill, to
which the dwelling house was attached, io
charge of his bired maid, Hanchen, a brave-
bearted gitl. The youngest child being still
too small to be taken to church remained also
oader her care.

As Hanchen was busily engaged 1o pre-
paring dinzer for the family, she was ioter-
ropte:” “Ww a visit {rom her admirer, Hein-
rich Botteler. He was an idle, wortbless
fellow, and the miller, who knew his char-
acter, had forbidden him to enter the house.
Hanochen, however, could not believe all the
stories she had heard against her lover, and
was sincerely attached to him. So she
greeted him kindly, got somsthing for him
to eat, and even sat down to chat a little
with him. As he was eatiog be let fall is
kaile and requested Hanchen to pick it up
for bim. At first she playfully refused, tell-
ing him he was getting too lazy, but finaily
she stooped down to pick it up, when the
treacherous villain caught her by the nape of
the neck, drew a dagger from under his
coat, and threatened to kill her if she did
pot immediately tell where the miller kept
his money.,

The girl was surprised and terrified, aod
altempted 10 ture him from such a base
deed, but he continued to hold her throat in
his vice-like grip, leaviog her the choice of
death or betrayal of her master. At this in-
stant all her native courage awoke, and a
lofty determination sprang up to defeat the
robber and save her master’s mooey and her
owo life.

At once her manner thanged. Ske
afiected to yield to his wishes, saying in a
woe-begone tone, * Well, what must be,
must. But it you carry awzy the miller's
gold you maust take me with you, too, for I
wonld be suspected and beaten if 1 stayed
bebind.”

At length he let her go, on her svgres-
t:on that the family would scon retarn from:
church. She then led the wav to the miller’s
bedroom 2nd showed him the coffer where
he kept bis money.

¢ Here,"” she said, taking an axe from
the corner, “you can open it with this while

I oo upstairs & moment.”

Completely deceived by her willing man-
aer, he allowed her to leave the room, and
begaa to chop open the box and to fill bis
pockets with the money. In the meantime
Hauchen, after going up one fight of stairs
turned back anotber way, and creepicg
sileatly along the corridor, grasped with
both hands the beavy okea door, swang it
to with alt ber might, and quickly bolted it.
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The robber was securely smprisoned, for it
was impossible to batter down the thick
door or walls,

Haonchen next rushed down to give the
alarm. The osoly one in sight being the
miller's little boy, five years ald, she called
to him with all her might : *‘ Run to meet
your father as he comes from church. A
robber in the house.” The child, though
frightened somewhat, obeyed and began
running dowa the road.

Overcome with the emotion of grief and
thankfuluess, Hanchen sank down upon the
doorstep weeping. But at this moment she
was roused by a shrill whistie from her
pfisoner, Heinrich, who stood behind the
grated window above. Next he shouted to
some companion without to catch the child
runing away and kill the girl. She soon
saw a ruffiau start up from a ravine where
he was hiding, and catching up the child in
his arms hastened towards the mull. At
once she perceived this vew daoger and
formed a plan to thwart it.

Retreating into the mill she double
lccked. and bolied the door, thé only appar-
ent eatrance into the building, and took her
post at the upper casement determined to
defend tne miller's property at all hazards.

As the ruffian approached the building
carrying the child, he threatened to kill it
and burn the building unless the door was
immediately opened.  Poor Hanchen's
heart quailed at the terrible threat, but she
Loew that duty forbade compromise aud
bravely resolved to stand by her post until
death.

“] put my trust in God,"” was the noble
reply. .

The villain now set down the child to
look about for a good place 1o set fire to the
building, and in so doing discovered av en-
trance to the building unthought of by
Hanchen. It was a large hole in the wall
leading to the great wheel and other ma-
chinery of the mifl. Exultant at this dis-
covery he returned to tie the hands and feet
of the poor child to prevent its escape, and
then stole stealthily back and entered the
opening.

Hanchen did pot perceive these move-
ments of the rufiap, bul meanume a
thought had come to her. She remembered
it was Sabbath, when the mill never worked.
So if the windmill was started all the neigh-
bors would see it and come runuing to see
what had happened, aud especially the mill-
er would hasten home. Accustomed from
childhood to the machinery, it was but the
work of a moment to set all in motion. A
brisk breeze had sprung up, which set the
sails fast figing. With creaking and groan-
iog the great wheel begins to turn and grad-
ually become swifter. It happeoed that
just at the moment the wheel started, the
roffian iotruder had squeezed through the
opcaing and dropped into the interior of the
buge drum wheel. His dismay may be im-
apined when he felt the wheel turning and
was unable to jump out without breaking his
neck. Wildly terrified, he uttered sbricks
and imprecations. Hearing a noise Han-
chen ran 10 the spot and saw bim caught
likearatina trap. She was delighted at
this turn of affairs and had no tbought of
liberating him, for she knew that if he re-
mained against the bottom of the wheel he
was in no danger of falling off, even if he
lost consciousness. He made eager co-
treaties and wild threats to Hanchen, butall
of no avail, and soon became so dizzy that
he fell upconscious against the zim of the
wheel, and bis body continued to be whirled
about.

At leogth a loud rapping was heard at
the door and she flew to open it. There
was the miller with bis family and aaumber
of ucighbors, all ia the greatest excitemeat
at sseing the sails ia foll swing on Sabbath
and stili more at foding the child lyiog
bound in the grass, too terrified to tell what
had happened.

Hanchen in a few words told all that had
occurred, and then overcome by ber emo-
tions of salety and relief sank exhausted
upon the floor.

The rescuers immediately stopped the

machinery of the miil and dragged out the
unconscious form of the robber villain.

Heiorich also was brought forth from
the bed-chamber, and both were taken
under stropg escourt to Bono, where they
soon alter received the reward of thess
crimes.

In the narrative of this extraordinary
act of heroism it is added that the incident
effectually destroyed Hanchen's liking for
the noworthy suitor, and some years after-
ward was wedded to the miller’s eldest son,
and lived the remamnder of her lite at the
scene of her heroic act and happy rescue.~—
By Henry Homespun.

AMERICA DISCOVERED BY 4
BOY.

Almost 450 years before Christopher
Columbus was born, America was discover-
ed by a Norwegian boy named Biorn, son of
Hergolf. He was known by no other title,
for in those days sons did not share the
father's name.

In the year 1002, Hergolf, an Iceland
colonist, fitted out two small vessels for a
tradiog voyage to the Greenland settlement,
and placed one of these under the command
of his son, Biorn, a youth of sixteen years,
who, having been bred to the sea almost
since infancy, had mastersd the details
of his profession by the time that he arrived
at an age when other boys usually commence
their apprenticeship.

Whean near the southern coast of Green-
land, Biorn’s ship ecucountered a heavy
northeasterly gale, which lasted several
days, and drove his vessel far to the south
acd west. The storm broke in the night,
and when morning dawned he discovered a
strange land close ahead. Sailing along
the coast for some distance, he found a large
bay, into which he steered and dropped an-
chor. Upon landiog, the country wasseen
to be clothed with vegetation, and the
streams swarming with fine salmon. Trees
of large growth grew in great numbers just
back from the shore, and the climate was
balmy aod delightful. Of natives they saw
pothing, and believed the Jand unishabited.

Rejoiced over this important discovery,
Biotn returned to Iceland, and commuuicat-
ed the news to his friend Lief, son of Eric
the Red, who had founded the colony on the
coast of that island. The two ambitious
young men immediatcly ecotered into an
agreement to share the expense of equipp:
ing a suitable vessel, sailing to this newly
discovered land, and bringing back what-
ever cargo promised to reimburse them for
fitting out the ship.

Their first sight of the new land
was oot calculated to impress Ltef with a
promise of its fruitfulness, for it was rocky,
barren and gloomy. This gave rise to
openly expressed dissatisfaction oo his part,
but Biron assured him that further south
they would meet with greea Selds and
woodlands. Afier the fashion of the carly
navigators in naming geographical discov-
eries according to the features first present-
cd, this place they called Helleland, and 1o
the low, sandy shore which they observed
beyond it, and which was covered 1 spots
with clumps of small tress, they gave the
name of Markland. Two days later they
fell in with a new line of coast, and sailing
alopg this for several hours, Bioro made oot
the bay in which he had aochored oo his
previous voyage. Ioto this barbour they
brought the ship and moored her.

This Vialand of the carly voyagers is
koown at the present day as Newfoundland.
After making several short cruises to the
soothward 20d westward, aad sailing through
the Gulf of St. Lawrence until the river of
that name was reached, the ship returned to
her first anchorage, where the explorers
passed the winter.

Ta the acconnt of this remarkable voy-
age, made five centurics before King Fer-
dinand and Quecn Isabella bade God speed
to the Italian oavigator in the Spanish
barbor of Palos, it is recorded by Biorn and
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Liet that the leogth of the shortest day dur-
ing the winter of the year 1002-3 was eight
hours. This proves conclusively that this
V:nland of theirs was no further north than
Newfoundiand, otherwise the length of the
day would have been shorter.—Harper's
Young People.
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A T"RUE HERO

The truest hero is not he who does a
single great deed but he who acts nobly in
the daily events of life. The following an-
ecdote from the daily press pictures true
nobility in a faithful follower of the meek
and lowly Jesus:

‘“ There,” saild a neighbor, pointing to a
village carpenter, *‘there is a man who has
done more good in this community than any
other person who ever hived in it. He can-
ot talk much in public and he does not try.
He is not worth two thousand dollars, and
it is very little he can put down on subscrip-
tion papers. DBut a new family never moves
into the village that be does oot find it out
and give them a neighborly welcome and
offer them some service. He is on the
lookout to give strangers a seat in his pew
at church. He is always ready to watch
with a sick peighbor and look after his
affairs for him, 1 believe that he and his
wife keep house plants in the winter mainly
that they may be able to send liitle bouquets
to friends and invalids. He fiads time for
a pleasaot word to every child he meets.
He bas a genius for helping folks, and it
does me good to meet him on the street.”
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS.

Victoria B.C.:. The aonnual meeting of
First Presbyterian Church was held lately. The
reporis show the congregation to be in a prosper-
ous conditiun. Furty-one were received duting
the year, making the communion roll 297. The
Sunday schoo! hasa roll of 362 pupils, with an
cfiicient corps of officersand teachers 5 and con-
tabuted $397. The C. E. 8. is well organized,
aod has bad goad toflusnce oa the truly relipious
life of the young people ; and contributed nearly
$300 for local missions. At the request of the
Szsswn the sociery undertook to canvass the con-
gregatiun every secund month fur the schemes of
the Church, and succeeded in colicciing a larger
sum, excepting one year, ever given by First
Cbuech. The Ladies® Aid Socicty at the begin-
ning of the year adopied the ** talent plan,” whea
each was piven $1.00 with the injunction to
**occupy,” and resalted in returas being made i
Decembar vatying from fifty cenisto forty dol-
lats, making atotal of $700. The choir, one of
the largest and best in the city, raised by concerts
$372.  The above sums, with the offerings {or the
support of ordinances, and ordioary expeases,
through the Beard of Manapement, aggrepated
nearly $6,000, witich isa good showing {ora
year of depression.

STRATFORD: At the annual meetiog of Knox
Church {Mr. D. McLeonan ia the chair) favorable
1eports, financial and otherwise, were prescated.
The present membership is 721, additions duting
the yeat 79. The average attendance at the Sab-
bath School was 202; and the zeceipts §237 32.
The membership of the W, F. M. 8. Auxilary is
46, and the amoum contributed $161.33. The
tinances of the Church were shown to bz ina
highly satisfactory statc. The balance on hand
from the previous year was S$316.03. The te-
ceipts for the year from pew rents and collections
amounted 10 $3.707 95 The amount of arrears
at the end of 1805 was $1.145.33. but this had
been teduced at the date of the meeling 10 $836.-
So. The montgagedebt has been reduced from
$3.500 to $2,600 and there is at present S446 in
tne bank to the credut of the morigage acsouat.
leaving the amouat yei to be taused $2,160. The
total cxpeoditure duting the year was $6,616.
The amount expended for congregational pur-
poses was $5,730, the amount given o missions
$64S, and tor other benevolenr purposcs $1S1.
Pastor and people 212 1o be congratulated oo tus
satisfaciory exhibit.

Toint Euwaru. The anncal congregational
mecting of the Presbyterian Church here was held
some lime ago. Notwithstandiep the prescat
fioancizl depression and the fact that several
familics had left the village to reside clsewhere,
from the various reports read the affairs of the
congregation wese found fo bein 2 fairly satisfac-
1oty condition. Danng the year the money paid
out for all putpascs amounted to 81,073, leaving
a lalance in the tweasury. Daring the year
twenty-six names have been addzd o the com-
manion roll, two additional c¢lders have been
ordained, and 1wo socicties «f Christian En-
dcavor—a scaior atd a junior—have been organe
ized.  After several votes of thanks were tender-
cd to the Ladic’s Aid Association and the various
commillees and pisons who had done yood wotk
during the year, the coagicgatios dispersed, feel-
iop satisfied that a year's good work had beeo
accomplished.



